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Tehran/ Washington DC,(GNS):   The United
States and Iran have signed an interim agreement
aimed at ending the ongoing conflict between the two
countries, a day ahead of the originally scheduled
date.

US President Donald Trump signed the agreement
on Wednesday night at the Palace of Versailles in
France in the presence of French President Emmanuel
Macron. Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian later
approved the deal electronically from Tehran.

The agreement was formally announced early

Thursday morning, Indian time, and took immediate
effect.

Under the terms of the accord, military operations
involving Iran and Lebanon will cease, the Strait of
Hormuz will be reopened for navigation, and the US
naval blockade in the region will be lifted.

The agreement had originally been scheduled to be
signed on June 19 in Lucerne, near Geneva,
Switzerland, but was finalised a day earlier.

Pistorius noted that any mine-clearing operation

would require the consent of both Iran and Oman and
would also depend on the outcome of future diplomatic
talks between Washington and Tehran.

US and Iran Sign Interim Deal to End Conflict Ahead of Schedule
Trump and Pezeshkian Approve Agreement; Military Action to Cease Germany Dispatches Ships for Possible

Mine-Clearing Mission: German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius said Germany has sent two naval
vessels toward the Red Sea as part of preparations for
a potential mission to clear naval mines in the Strait of
Hormuz. He said a minesweeper and a supply ship
were currently transiting the Suez Canal and heading
towards the region.

Bharmour
( C h a m b a ) , ( G N S ) :
Seven people, including
six members of the same
family, were killed after
a Bolero vehicle plunged
into a deep gorge on the
Chamba-Masroond road
in Himachal Pradesh.
Police said the victims
were returning home
late Wednesday night
after attending a tonsure
ceremony in Kakrotha
village when the vehicle
lost control and fell
nearly 1,200 feet into
the gorge. The seventh
victim was the driver.
The impact completely
wrecked the vehicle.

Victims Identified:
The deceased have been
identified as Chuni Lal
(65), Devi Lal (62), Babli
Devi (45), Moti Ram
(45), Anita Kumari (20),

Kunta Devi (53), all
residents of Mehal
village, and Manohar Lal
(34) of Dharo village.
The victims included
two brothers as well as a
husband and wife.

Accident Detected
Hours Later: As the
accident occurred
around midnight, no
one became aware of it
immediately. Police
received information on
Thursday morning and

rushed to the scene with
rescue teams. By then,
all the occupants had
died. With the help of
local residents, police
formed a human chain
to retrieve the bodies
from the gorge. The
bodies were sent for
p o s t - m o r t e m
examination and are
expected to be handed
over to the families after
the formalities are
completed.

Seven Killed as Bolero Plunges
into Gorge in Himachal Pradesh
Six Members of One Family Among Dead Ranchi,(GNS):   Police have arrested

two accused in connection with the petrol
bomb attack on the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) office at
Nivaranpur in Ranchi. The Special
Investigation Team (SIT) apprehended
the suspects late Wednesday night while
they were allegedly attempting to flee
aboard the Swarna Jayanti Express.
According to officials, the accused were
initially identified at Koderma Junction,
but the train had already departed.
Acting swiftly, the police had the train
stopped at Rafiganj railway station in
Bihar's Gaya district, where both
suspects were taken into custody. They
are currently being interrogated, and
investigators expect further revelations
in the case.

RSS workers and BJP leaders reached
the spot after learning of the incident on
Wednesday morning, while police and
administrative officials launched an
investigation.

Two Arrested in Petrol Bomb Attack
on RSS Office in Ranchi

Attack Captured on CCTV: The
incident occurred around 12:30 a.m.
on Tuesday night. CCTV footage
showed two men arriving near the RSS
office in a car and parking it some
distance away before approaching the
premises on foot. They allegedly lit
petrol-filled glass bottles and hurled
them into the compound. The first
bottle was thrown at around 12:38
a.m., followed by a second about a
minute later. One bottle landed on the
roof and shattered, spilling petrol and
causing flames to erupt. However, the
fire died out on its own as there was
no combustible material nearby. 

Moscow/Kyiv(GNS):U
kraine launched its largest
drone attack on Russia on
Thursday. According to the
Russian Defense Ministry,
nearly 1,000 drones and
four cruise missiles were
shot down overnight. About
200 of these drones were
heading toward the capital,
Moscow. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky said, "We didn't
want this war, but if Ukraine

burns, Moscow will burn
too."

According to the BBC, an
oil depot in the southern
Rostov region was destroyed
by an explosion, killing one
person present. Moscow's
Kapotnya oil refinery was
also hit. The explosion sent
the oil depot tank lid flying
several meters, sending a
plume of black smoke into
the sky.

According to reports, a
nearby shopping center also
caught fire. Drone debris

damaged some residential
and commercial buildings.

Several high-rise buildings
were evacuated. Flights at
Moscow airports were tem-
porarily suspended follow-
ing the attack.

Zelensky said – we
responded to Russia's attack

Zelensky described the
attack on Moscow as a
response to Russia's actions
against Kyiv last week, say-
ing Ukrainian forces target-
ed targets supporting
Russia's war campaign.

Zelensky said it was time
for Russia to pursue a diplo-
matic path to end the war.
He praised the actions of
Ukraine's various military
and intelligence agencies.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin was in Kazan
at the time of the attack,
attending a summit with
leaders of Southeast Asian
nations. He has yet to pub-
licly comment on the
Ukrainian attack.

Ukraine launched the largest drone attack on Russia

Rajya Sabha elec-
tions Cross-voting in
Jharkhand Congress

candidate loses
BJP-backed industrial-

ist Nathwani wins,
NDA gets 19 out of 26

seats in 12 states

New Delhi(GNS):The
election process for 26
Rajya Sabha seats across 12
states concluded on
Thursday. Of these, the
NDA won 19 seats, the India
Bloc won six, and one went
to the Zoram People's
Movement (ZPM) of
Mizoram. The NDA and
India Bloc each gained one
seat in this election.

Results for two Rajya
Sabha seats in Jharkhand
and one in Mizoram were
announced on Thursday.
Industrialist Parimal
Nathwani, an NDA-backed
independent candidate,
won one seat in Jharkhand,
while Baidyanath Ram, a
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) candidate, won the
other.

In Jharkhand, Parimal
won due to cross-voting.
Three votes were declared
invalid. Congress accused
the RJD and the Left of not
supporting it. Meanwhile,
Zoram People's Movement
(ZPM) candidate K.
Laltluangkima won the one
seat in Mizoram.

Jehanabad,(GNS):
A dispute has erupted
over the compensation
paid to the family of
Indian Air Force officer
Lieutenant Shubham
Kumar, who was killed
in an aircraft crash in
Jorhat, Assam, on June
13.

The martyr's father,
Amarendra Sharma, has
alleged that Shubham's
wife, Shreya, colluded
with a government
official to secure and
take away a

compensation cheque
worth Rs 21 lakh without
informing the family.

According to
Sharma, the family was
unaware of the financial
assistance sanctioned
by the Bihar
government.

more than 1,000 drones and cruise missiles were fired; Zelensky said, "If Ukraine burns, Russia will burn too

Martyred IAF Officer's Family Alleges
Widow Took Rs 21 Lakh Compensation Monsoon Stalled Since June 8; Third

Consecutive Year of Extended Pause
Bhopal/Jaipur/Lucknow/P

atna,(GNS):  The southwest
monsoon has remained stalled
over Bhadrachalam in Telangana
since June 8, marking the third
consecutive year of a prolonged
pause in its advance. While the
monsoon typically reaches Uttar
Pradesh by June 18-20, Madhya
Pradesh by June 15-16 and
Rajasthan by June 20,
meteorologists now expect it to
enter these states only after June
22.

After making landfall in Kerala

on June 4, the monsoon covered
19 states within 13 days before
losing momentum. Although
similar early-season breaks in
2024 and 2025 eventually
resulted in above-normal rainfall,
this year the country has recorded
a rainfall deficit of 37.8 per cent as
of June 17.

Priyanka Alleges NEET Aspirants Spend Rs 1.32 Lakh Crore Annually
New Delhi,(GNS):   Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

has alleged that nearly 22 lakh NEET aspirants and their families
collectively spend around Rs 1.32 lakh crore every year through
the existing examination system.

In a post on X on Wednesday night, Priyanka said the amount
is almost equivalent to the Union government's annual education
budget of Rs 1.40 lakh crore. She also claimed that the Central
Government had written off loans worth Rs 16 lakh crore for what she termed
its "favoured business groups.
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(Author-Chaitya)
The Electricity

Department has launched
another service outside of its
own, providing free informa-
tion about strong windy
weather. If you're lying com-
fortably in bed at home and
suddenly the power goes out,
you should understand that
the wind is blowing slightly
faster than normal. It's not
that these weather changes
didn't occur before, but the
Electricity Department
rarely felt the need to pro-
vide information. The system
used to be so robust that
even strong winds didn't sig-
nificantly impact the power
supply. Now, the situation is
such that even a slight breeze
can cause the leaves on the

trees to sway, and the power
goes out in the cold. Top offi-
cials of the Electricity
Department have a variety of
alternative systems, includ-
ing inverters, at home, so
how can they understand the
agonizing heat of sudden
power outages? The common
man who pays his electricity
bill faithfully, suffers the
brunt of rising electricity
rates every year, and silently
endures the tyranny of
forced smart meter installa-
tions. The inconvenience
isn't just the heat and disrup-
tion of rest, there are so
many other problems.
Students are preparing for
exams, and the power goes
out at the slightest breeze.
The flour is half-ground and

the mill stops working. The
water tank needs to be filled
and there's no electricity.
We're watching TV, and the
suspense of a movie is about
to unfold: the power goes
out. After repairing a punc-
tured car tire, the power goes
out as soon as we start inflat-
ing it. Now, we're left sitting
with the tire deflated. Why
shouldn't we count these
problems

The question is, when
consumers pay their bills
honestly, why shouldn't they
receive uninterrupted power
supply? Every year, compa-
nies spend lakhs of rupees on
maintenance. Tree branches
are ruthlessly cut. The aver-
age consumer suffers the
pain of unannounced shut-

downs. So, what's the point
of this circus? The injustice is
that this so-called mainte-
nance expense is recovered
from the public through tar-
iff hikes. If the power compa-
ny is listening and truly cares
about the consumers, it
should adopt methods that
can alleviate the problem of
power outages even in the
slightest hint of change. As
far as weather information is
concerned, the government
has established a
Meteorological Department
for that purpose. First, take
care of your own department
and then interfere in other
departments.

This is what happens in
bad times.

It is said that when a per-

son faces bad times, all his
work starts going wrong.
Wherever he tries, failure
stands in front of him. This is
the condition of the Congress
party which ruled the coun-
try for 70 years. Now look at
the third Rajya Sabha seat,
for how many days there was
a dispute as to who would get
the seat and who would be
made the candidate.

Since all the political par-
ties seem to be very con-
cerned about women these
days, hence Congress made
Meenakshi Natarajan the
candidate but unfortunately,
look at the small mistake in
her nomination form, the
returning officer rejected her
form. The poor Congressmen
went from the returning offi-

cer's door to the Election
Commission, Supreme
Court, God knows where, but
nothing came of it, now they
are saying that they will
protest on the streets. 

Hey brother, how many
years have you been in poli-
tics, your leaders must have
filled thousands of nomina-
tion forms, you have an army
of big lawyers, yet such a
mistake happened that the
nomination form itself got
rejected. Now the BJP is hav-
ing a good time. They were
already saying they would
win all three seats. Scared by
this BJP confidence, the
Congress decided to shift its
MLAs to Himachal and then
Bengaluru.

(If you ask, I will tell you) Here a leaf moves, there Mother Electricity reaches the anger place

(Manoj Kumar)
The case of embezzlement of

crores of rupees through manipula-
tion of donations for the Shri Ram
Temple in Ayodhya is currently in
the headlines. Five individuals have
now come forward in this case. All
of them are involved in the counting
of donations. It is being reported
that strong evidence has been found
against them. They are still reveal-
ing the truth. However, who was
behind the manipulation, and was
any important person the master-
mind? Who is the person who delib-
erately tried to suppress this matter
by forming a so-called internal
committee to cover up their sins? If
all the secrets of this high-profile
figure's misdeeds are revealed
sooner or later, it will deeply shock

many. 
About a week ago, a major con-

troversy erupted regarding alleged
irregularities and thefts in the offer-
ings and donations received for the
Ram Temple. Following the allega-
tions, the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment formed a Special
Investigation Team, which is inves-
tigating the entire matter. The Uttar
Pradesh government has formed a
three-member Special Investigation
Team to investigate the allegations
of misappropriation of donations. It
has been instructed to submit a pre-
liminary report within seven days
and a final report within 15 days.
Some employees responsible for
counting donations and offerings at
the temple are under investigation.
It has emerged that employees

earning 18-20 thousand rupees per
month have purchased land worth
up to 1.5 crore rupees. A large
amount of cash has also been recov-
ered from one employee's home.
Police have detained employees on
suspicion and begun questioning
them. Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav has raised serious
questions about the matter.
Meanwhile, Champat Rai, general
secretary of the Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust, has denied
any major irregularities, citing an
internal audit.

Videos are also circulating on
social media showing employees
and priests manipulating bundles of
money while counting donations.
According to sources, interroga-
tions are ongoing with Lavkush,

Avneesh, Anukul, Karune, and
Ramashankar. Recovery has also
been made. This makes it clear that
they have a role in this, but the con-
tinued movement of funds from
such a sensitive location and their
evasion from detection raises many
questions.

By the time they were caught,
crores of rupees had already been
transferred. This raises suspicions
that a high-profile individual is
behind this conspiracy, whether he
is associated with the Trust or with
another department. Currently,
there is no clarity on this matter.

No senior officials within the
Trust have issued any statement on
such a sensitive and significant
matter. Everyone remains silent.
Consequently, a series of discus-

sions and speculations continue.
There are also two individuals asso-
ciated with the Trust who are being
questioned. Whether they have any
role or not will only be known after
a detailed investigation by an
agency or SIT.

Tinnu is close to an official asso-
ciated with the Trust and has been
associated with them for decades.
Among the five suspects being
questioned, Tinnu is a relative of
Ramashankar. Sources indicate
that Tinnu was involved in every
matter, which is why questions are
being raised. Regarding this, a for-
mer official of the trust had made
serious allegations in front of the
camera. A police officer says that no
written complaint has been
received in the matter.

On the Shishupal
judgment

The Supreme Court’s judgment in
Shishupal @Shish Ram vs Surjeet by a
Division Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol
and N.K. Singh, is likely a landmark.
The ruling originated as the Court
revised compensation granted by the
Motor Accident Claims Tribunal
(MACT) for a road accident in 2001.
The first MACT awarded the family of
Reshma, the accident victim, 2.42 lakh,
which the Punjab and Haryana High
Court revised in 2024 to 8.43 lakh. But
in its order, the Court revised it to 62.78
lakh after attaching a sum of 30,000 a
month to Ms. Reshma’s ‘economic
value’, for the service she rendered as a
homemaker. The ruling is not surpris-
ing. In Lata Wadhwa (2001), the Court
valued a homemaker’s services at a
modest 3,000. In Kirti vs Oriental
Insurance (2021), it said the economic
value of a homemaker’s work cannot be
discounted simply because it is unpaid
or performed by women. However, the
‘official’ value attached to that work has
suffered from inconsistent quantifica-
tion. The Bench’s value of 30,000 a
month is itself notional and a floor; it
added that the floor must be hiked by
10% every three years and a woman’s
salary, where applicable, has to be
added to the floor, in the context of
MACT’s claims. The judgment does not
create a salary, wage entitlement, pen-
sion scheme or employment relation-
ship for homemakers, and applies to
compensation calculations in MACT
cases only. That said, the now-nor-
malised societal tendency to underval-
ue women’s work means that any
advance is valuable and will likely have
ripple effects. The connection between
unpaid domestic labour and sup-
pressed female labour force participa-
tion is a major theme in contemporary
Indian labour economics. Now, for
example, homemakers seeking mainte-
nance under the Hindu Marriage Act,
say, have judicial reasoning supporting
the economic value of their domestic
work. Rural women who “assist in sow-
ing, harvesting, and cattle-tending”, as
the Court noted, can now invoke the
Court’s reasoning to pitch to have their
labour, which is often treated as being
incidental to household work, valued
higher.

(Author- Lalit) 
The entire world is cur-

rently focused on the G-7
Summit being held in
France. This forum of the
world's seven major devel-
oped economies has gath-
ered to discuss a number
of important issues such as
the global economy, inter-
national politics, trade, cli-
mate change, artificial
intelligence, energy securi-
ty, and war. At such a time,
the question naturally
arises: is the G-7 as rele-
vant and influential today
as it was at its inception?
Has this organization truly
become a platform for
solving global problems,
or has it become a means
of protecting the interests
of a few powerful coun-
tries? Is US President
Donald Trump trying to
undermine the relevance
and usefulness of this
forum for his own selfish
interests? The success of
various global organiza-
tions established to pro-
mote peace, balanced eco-
nomic development, and
international cooperation
is judged by their results,
not their manifestos.
Unfortunately, in the con-
text of the G-7, the ques-
tion has repeatedly arisen:
what is the actual impact
of its decisions and decla-
rations? In recent years,
the organization has failed
to play its intended role in
addressing issues such as
the Russia-Ukraine war,
the crisis in West Asia,
global economic instabili-
ty, the challenge of climate
change, and growing trade
competition.

The G-7 comprises the
United States, Britain,
France, Germany, Italy,
Canada, and Japan, but in
practice, the United States'
influence on its direction
and policymaking is most

visible. Particularly under
President Trump's leader-
ship, US foreign policy has
fostered a tendency
toward pressure and dom-
ination rather than coop-
eration. Trump has often
treated even his allies as if
they were not partners but
mere followers of US poli-
cies. Tariff wars, trade
sanctions, pressure over
defense spending, and
numerous unilateral deci-
sions have increased dis-
trust among member
states. The Iran-Israel
war, in particular, has dev-
astated the global econo-
my, and this is now attrib-
uted to the United States,
as violent conflicts over
the past few months have
raised fears of a wider war
in the region. Iran, Israel,
and numerous non-state
actors in the region appear
to be facing off. The Strait
of Hormuz, through which
about a fifth of the world's
oil passes, became a major
focus of the conflict. The
G-7 group of countries was
also divided over this
issue.

This is why the G-7
lacks the cohesion it once
did. Countries like France,
Germany, Canada, and
Japan hold different posi-
tions from the US on many
issues. Differences have
emerged not only on the
Iran war, but also on cli-
mate change, global trade
rules, and the role of mul-
tilateral institutions. In
such a situation, it is diffi-
cult to expect this organi-
zation to offer a universal-
ly accepted and effective
strategy to address the
world's complex problems.
India's presence at this
summit holds special sig-
nificance. Although India
is not a member of the G-7,
its growing economic
power, global reputation,

and representative status
of developing countries
have made it a vital partic-
ipant in this forum. This is
an opportunity not only to
showcase India's achieve-
ments but also to voice the
aspirations of developing
and poor countries, whose
voices are often sup-
pressed in global decision-
making.

Today, many countries
in Africa, Asia, and Latin
America are grappling
with economic crises, food
insecurity, climate disas-
ters, and debt burdens.
Their priorities differ from
those of the G-7.
Therefore, India must
raise the question: should
the power to determine
the direction of the world
be limited to only a few
developed countries?
Shouldn't global gover-
nance be made more dem-
ocratic, inclusive, and rep-
resentative? It is time to
strengthen the voice of
developing countries and
center the concerns of the
Global South. The biggest
question about the rele-
vance of the G-7 is its
effectiveness. If an organi-
zation is unable to prevent
or solve the world's major
problems, its usefulness is
automatically questioned.
The Russia-Ukraine war
has been ongoing for
years. West Asia remains
turbulent. Terrorism and
radicalism remain chal-
lenges. The world is facing
unprecedented crises due
to climate change. Despite
this, the achievements of
forums claiming to pro-
vide global leadership
appear limited.

Recent reports of a de-
escalation of tensions
between the United States
and Iran and a move
towards peace and consen-
sus have brought relief to

the entire world. Long-
standing tensions were
increasing instability in
West Asia, impacting the
global economy. As the
prospects for agreement
and dialogue between the
two countries strength-
ened, positive signs
emerged in financial mar-
kets worldwide. Investor
confidence increased,
energy markets showed
signs of stability, and oil
prices softened. This clear-
ly demonstrates that peace
is not merely a political
achievement; it is also
directly linked to global
economic stability and the
lives of ordinary citizens.
But this raises an impor-
tant question: If dialogue
and compromise were the
ultimate path to resolu-
tion, why did the situation
of conflict and tension
drag on for so long? Why
did President Trump feel
the need to agree to com-
promise and agreement?
Were economic pressures
the driving force? Were
concerns about global
markets? Were the expec-
tations of the American
public? Or was it an
acknowledgment that the
politics of war and pres-
sure have their limits?
These are questions that
deserve serious discussion
in forums like the G-7.

The world community
cannot be satisfied with
mere formal peace agree-
ments. What is needed is a
lasting, credible, and just
peace. Agreements made
solely for political image
building, electoral gain, or
temporary strategic pur-
poses are not sustainable.
The G-7 should take the
initiative to ensure that
peace efforts in various
regions of the world are
genuine and aimed at pro-
tecting the interests of

humanity. Today, the
global order stands at a
critical juncture. The
world is no longer unipo-
lar. India, China, Brazil,
South Africa, Indonesia,
and other emerging
economies are reshaping
the global balance of
power. At such a time, the
G-7 must also transform
its working style and
approach. If this forum
remains solely representa-
tive of US leadership and
Western interests, its
acceptability and effective-
ness will steadily decline.

The G-7 needs to make
itself more inclusive, give
developing countries
greater say in decision-
making, take concrete ini-
tiatives on issues of eco-
nomic justice and climate
justice, and give global
peace the highest priority.
The US must also under-
stand that there is a differ-
ence between leadership
and dominance.
Leadership earns trust,
while dominance breeds
opposition. This confer-
ence in France should not
only be a platform for dis-
cussing economic or polit-
ical issues, but also an
opportunity for introspec-
tion. The G-7 must consid-
er its role in a changing
world and how it can
become more useful, effec-
tive, and credible. Only if
this organization over-
comes growing differences
within itself and moves
forward with a spirit of
equality and cooperation
will it be able to live up to
the expectations of the
global community.

India should boldly
convey this message that
the future of the world lies
in balance of power, dia-
logue, cooperation, and
inclusiveness. 

G-7 meeting should be a period of intro-
spection for world peace and balance

Editorial

Who is Alibaba A key figure in the Ram Mandir fund embezzlement



AHMEDABAD,Friday, 19 June  2026 AHMEDABAD,Friday, 19 June  20263 3Garvi Gujrat

Mumbai : Bank of Baroda,
India’s International Bank, is
offering higher interest rates up
to 6.25% p.a.to Non-Resident
Indians (NRIs) under the ‘bob
Legend FCNR(B) Deposit
Scheme’.

Under the new ‘bob Legend
FCNR(B) Deposit Scheme’, the
Bank is offering interest rates of
up to6.25% p.a. on US Dollar
(USD) deposits, 4.75% p.a. on
British Pound Sterling (GBP)
and Australian Dollar (AUD)
deposits, 5.15% p.a. on
Canadian Dollar (CAD) deposits
and 3.75% p.a. on Euro (EUR)
deposits. 

Bank of Baroda continues to
be the preferred banking part-
ner for the global Indian diaspo-
ra through its extensive interna-
tional footprint. 

Further, NRIs can benefit
from the dual advantages of
wealth creation and liquidity by
availing of the hassle-free over-
draft/loan facility against

FCNR(B) deposits, providing
enhanced financial flexibility
while enabling them to max-
imise their returns. 

About Bank of Baroda
Founded on 20th July, 1908

by Sir Maharaja Sayajirao
Gaekwad III, Bank of Baroda is
one of the leading commercial
banks in India. At 63.97 stake, it

is majorly owned by the
Government of India. 

The Bank serves its global
customer base of over ~180 mil-
lion through around 65,000
touch points spread across 15
countries in five continents and
through its various digital bank-
ing platforms, which provide all
banking products and services
in a seamless and hassle-free
manner. The Bank’s vision
matches the aspirations of its
diverse clientele base and seeks
to instil a sense of trust and
security in all their dealings
with the Bank.

Bank of Baroda offers NRIs higher interest rates of up to
6.25 p.a. with the  ‘bob Legend FCNR(B) Deposit Scheme

Mumbai : Bank of Baroda (Bank),
one of India’s leading public sector
banks, announced the launch of a new
retail term deposit scheme – the ‘bob
Golden GoalDeposit Scheme’, a special
555-day tenor deposit scheme offering
an attractive interest rate of 6.75%
p.a.for the general public, 7.25% p.a. for
residentsenior citizens, 7.35% p.a. for
residentsuper senior citizens (aged 80
years & above) and up to 7.40% p.a. on
Non-Callable Deposits. The scheme is
applicable on retail term deposits below
Rs 3 crore. 

The newly launched scheme is
designed to provide depositors with an
attractive investment avenue backed by
assured returns. 

Speaking on the launch, Smt. Beena
Vaheed, Executive Director, Bank of
Baroda said, “In today’s evolving inter-
est rate environment, the ‘bob Golden
Goal Deposit Scheme’ offers depositors
an attractive opportunity to lock in
higher rates.The scheme reflects our
continued commitment to offering
innovative and value-driven products
that help customers achieve their finan-

cial goals. Customers can conveniently
open a new Fixed Deposit through the
Bank’s Mobile Banking app (bob
World), Net Banking (bob World
Internet) or by visiting any Bank of
Baroda branch across India. Further,
New to Bank customers can open a
Fixed Deposit online through the Bank
of Baroda website, without the need to
open a savings account.

About Bank of Baroda
Founded on 20th July, 1908 by Sir

Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad III, Bank
of Baroda is one of the leading com-
mercial banks in India. At 63.97%
stake, it is majorly owned by the
Government of India. The Bank serves
its global customer base of over ~180
million through around 65,000 touch
points spread across 15 countries in five
continents and through its various dig-
ital banking platforms, which provide
all banking products and services in a
seamless and hassle-free manner. The
Bank’s vision matches the aspirations
of its diverse clientele base and seeks to
instil a sense of trust and security in all
their dealings with the Bank.

Bank of Baroda Introduces the ‘bob Golden
Goal Deposit Scheme’ offering Interest Rates

of up to 7.40 p.a. for a tenor of 555 Days 

LG orders citywide audit of schools for POCSO compliance
New Delhi(GNS) :

Lieutenant Governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu has ordered a
comprehensive audit of schools
across the capital to assess com-
pliance with provisions of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
directing strict action against
institutions found lacking. He
also asked Delhi Police to step
up deployment around schools
and student hubs, especially
during dispersal hours, to
enhance safety.

The directions were issued

during a review meeting attend-
ed by the commissioner of
police, secretary of the women
and child development depart-
ment and the director of educa-
tion. The LG sought a detailed
assessment of whether schools
are adhering to mandatory safe-
guards under the POCSO Act.

Under the guidelines, schools
are required to maintain child
protection mechanisms, set up
Child Protection Committees,
train staff, conduct awareness
programmes and establish sys-
tems to report abuse.

Sandhu directed the educa-
tion department to ensure strict
compliance and initiate firm
action against defaulters. He
also sought a detailed report on
action taken or planned against
institutions found violating
norms.

To strengthen safeguards, the
LG directed that every school
must have a functional Child
Protection Committee that
meets regularly and monitors
the school environment for early
identification and resolution of
safety concerns.

He further asked authorities
to observe July as 'Child
Protection Month', with a city-
wide awareness and training
campaign targeting students,
teachers, school administrators
and parents. A comprehensive
report on the campaign's imple-
mentation and outcomes has
also been sought.

On the law and order front,
Delhi Police has been directed to
ensure visible deployment
around school premises and
major student congregation
points.

I took a risk':Ex-Delhi Police officer quits govern-
ment job, starts over in Australia as real estate 

New Delhi(GNS) :
Leaving behind the security of a
government job, a former Delhi
Police sub-inspector chose to
start afresh in Australia, a deci-
sion he says many considered
"crazy".

Years later, his journey from
wearing the police uniform to
working as a real estate agent
has struck a chord with thou-
sands online.

Nishant Tomar, who previ-
ously served as a sub-inspector
with the Delhi Police, recently
shared his story in an Instagram
reel, reflecting on the uncertain-
ty, challenges and fresh begin-
nings that came with moving
overseas.

"A few years ago, I took a risk
that many people thought was
crazy," Tomar wrote in the cap-
tion accompanying the video.

"I left a secure government
job in India, moved to Australia
with uncertainty about the
future, started from scratch,
faced challenges, built my own
home, and today I'm helping
other families achieve the

dream of owning their first
home in Australia. ," he added.

The video shows Tomar's
transition from his life in India
to his new career in Australia,
showing glimpses of his journey
over the years. It highlights the
dramatic shift from a stable
government position to rebuild-
ing his life in a foreign country,
eventually establishing himself
in the Australian real estate sec-

tor.
Describing the transition,

Tomar said the journey was far
from easy. "This journey wasn't
about luck. It was about taking
chances, adapting to a new
country, and never giving up
when things got difficult. If
you're planning to move abroad,
buy your first home, or simply
need proof that life can change
completely in a few years, this

video is for you," he wrote.
He concluded the post with a

message that resonated with
many viewers. "Sometimes the
biggest opportunities come
from the decisions that scare
you the most."

The reel has since gained sig-
nificant views on social media.
Many users flooded the com-
ments section with questions
about how he made the transi-
tion from policing to the proper-
ty business, while others
praised his decision to pursue a
new career despite the uncer-
tainties.

One user asked "One ques-
tion I have. Looking back, do
you think you made the right
decision to come to Australia?"
with another adding "Good
luck."

For many Indians consider-
ing a move abroad, Tomar's
story reflects the reality of
beginning from scratch, leaving
behind professional identity,
adapting to a new environment
and gradually rebuilding a
career.

New Delhi (GNS) : The function-
ing of MCD's standing committee has
come to a halt due to delays in com-
pleting elections for vacant posts, rais-
ing concerns over the approval of near-
ly 70 civic proposals and key financial
decisions, according to sources.The
committee last met on March 31, when
nine out of 18 members retired
through a draw of lots - a mandatory
exercise undertaken after the commit-
tee's formation. Since then, the posi-
tions remain vacant, leaving the com-
mittee without the required strength to
function or convene meetings.

Under the normal process, the elec-
tion of a new mayor at the beginning of
each financial year is followed by the
election of three standing committee
members from the House.
Subsequently, six more members are
elected from various zones to complete
the full strength of 18 members.

"Nearly three months have passed
since the start of the financial year, but
six members -- from Narela, Central,
Shahdara South, Keshavpuram and
Najafgarh zones -- are yet to be elected,
along with zonal committee chairper-
sons," said a source.Councillors said
the standing committee and zonal
committees serve as important plat-
forms for questioning senior officials
over delays in projects and civic works,
but that oversight mechanism is cur-

rently absent. Proposals awaiting nod
include projects related to fresh waste
management and processing facilities
at three landfills, and transfer of land
to Delhi govt, including a proposal to
hand over 6.5 acres in Haiderpur for
the construction of a mother-and-child
care hospital.Mayor Pravesh Wahi told
Media the process was delayed due to
several engagements, including sanita-
tion drives undertaken by MCD. "We
expect the notification to be issued
within the next three-four days, after
which elections for zonal committees
and the standing committee members
will be conducted," he said.

AAP councillor and standing com-
mittee member Praveen Kumar, how-
ever, said it could take another month
before the committee becomes func-
tional."Members of the deliberative
wing or the sitting chairperson giving
anticipatory approvals to projects and
tenders are being invited, but no dis-
cussion is taking place with council-
lors. 

New Delhi (GNS): Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Punjab
have emerged as the biggest dole givers,
with subsidies accounting for over 13.5%
of their total expenditure in 2024-25,
Comptroller & Auditor General has said in
its latest report on state finances.

Subsidy spending by states has nearly
tripled over the past decade, touching
almost Rs 4.4 lakh crore in 2024-25, with
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu
and Punjab emerging as the biggest
spenders relative to their overall expendi-
ture, according to the Comptroller and
Auditor General's latest report on state
finances.

In absolute terms, subsidies offered by
states have jumped threefold, with 28 of
them spending nearly Rs 4.4 lakh crore in
2024-25, compared with 1.4 lakh crore in
2015-16. During this period, their total
expenditure rose 2.3 times.

As a proportion of revenue spending,
subsidies increased from 1.1% to 1.4%, the
report pointed out. Similarly, as a share of
state GDP, it rose to 10.2% in FY 25, com-
pared with 7.7% in FY16. The numbers
indicate that in FY25, as more and more
states, irrespective of political affiliation,
handed out direct cash transfers, the share
of subsidies in revenue expenditure went

into double digits for the first time.
The CAG report is, however, silent on

cash transfers, which have emerged as the
go-to option in every assembly as well as
general election, with parties promising
direct fund transfers to women, farmers
and other groups.

The federal auditor's data showed that
energy - largely power subsidies - account-
ed for 43% of the subsidy payments in
FY25, followed by 30% for agriculture,

comprising price support, arrear waivers,
fertiliser and seeds.

Rajasthan offered the highest subsidy
for power - in absolute and percentage
terms - followed by Karnataka.
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan accounted
for Rs 2.3 lakh crore or 54% of the state
subsidies, the reports said.

Ktaka, MP & TN top dole givers, says
CAG report

Within states, there was a huge gap on
subsidy outgo.

Six states spent over 10% on subsi-
dies, while and equal number spent
under 1%.Six states in the Northeast -
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Nagaland,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Assam - were
less than 1% when it came to subsidies as
a proportion of their overall expenditure.
Then, there were the likes of Kerala,
Mizoram, Uttarakhand, Mizoram and
Manipur, which spent under 2% on sub-
sidies."The relatively low subsidy levels
in these states is attributable to smaller
consumer bases, limited industrial and
irrigation activity. In these states, subsi-
dies are primarily directed towards trans-
port, food, and social-sector support
rather than energy or agriculture," the
federal auditor's data said.

New Delhi (GNS) : The maxi-
mum temperature is likely to remain
below 40 degrees Celsius over the
next few days. India Meteorological
Department said there are chances of
rain and thunderstorms till June 21
but no colour coded warning has
been issued for the same.

The maximum temperature on
Wednesday rose to 38.1 degrees
Celsius, one degree below normal. It
was 33.3 degrees Celsius a day earli-
er. No rain was received from 8.30
am to 5.30 pm. "A rise in maximum
temperature by 3-4 degrees Celsius is
likely during the next three days, fall
by 2-3 degrees Celsius is expected
during the subsequent 24 hours.
However, it may rise by 2-3 degrees

Celsius thereafter," said a Met offi-
cial.

The minimum temperature on
Wednesday was recorded at 23.8
degrees Celsius, four notches below
normal. It was 25.7 degrees Celsius
the previous day. The minimum tem-
perature is expected to remain
between 25 and 27 degrees Celsius on
Thursday.

In June so far, Safdarjung, which
is the city's base station, logged 31.2
mm of rainfall. The normal rainfall
for the entire month is 74.1 mm. The
normal monsoon onset date for Delhi
is June 27.Delhi's air quality, mean-
while, dipped to the 'satisfactory' cat-
egory with an AQI of 92. It was 116 in
the 'moderate' range Tuesday.

Elections pending for vacant MCD
posts, several projects in limbo

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh & Tamil
Nadu top dole givers, says CAG report

Mercury likely to remain
below 40 degrees Celsius
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After Lok Adalats and evening courts, Delhi to
turn to weekend benches to dispose of challans
New Delhi(GNS):

After turning to Lok
Adalats and evening
courts to dispose of pend-
ing traffic challans, the
judiciary and Delhi Traffic
Police are now bringing
hearings to weekends.

As authorities seek to
tackle the long-standing
backlog of unresolved
challans amid a continued
surge in enforcement, spe-
cial weekend courts will
begin functioning likely
from July 5 across the city.
According to sources, the
move is expected to
improve disposal rates
and provide an additional
hearing option for
motorists who are unable
to attend proceedings on
weekdays.

Delhi's roads continue

to witness a massive vol-
ume of traffic violations,
with enforcement data
highlighting both the scale
of offences and the chal-
lenge of recovering penal-
ties. According to Delhi
Traffic Police figures avail-
able till June 15, over 4.3
crore traffic challans and
camera-generated notices
remain pending, including

more than 1 crore on-the-
spot challans and 3.3 crore
notices issued through
automated enforcement
cameras.

So far this year, traffic
police have issued over
42.2 lakh challans and
notices through on-
ground enforcement and
automated cameras.
However, nearly 96.5% of

them - over 40.7 lakh --
remain pending.

Among the violations
recorded in 2026, improp-
er or obstructive parking
topped the list with 12.2
lakh cases, underscoring
the persistent problem of
vehicles occupying road-
sides, intersections and
no-parking zones.

Driving without a hel-
met was the second most
common offence, account-
ing for more than 6.7 lakh
violations involving riders
and pillion passengers.
Another 2.3 lakh
motorists were penalised
for driving without a valid
pollution under control
certificate (PUCC), reflect-
ing continuing concerns
over compliance with road
safety and environmental

norms.
According to sources,

22 benches across Delhi's
11 district courts will han-
dle the weekend proceed-
ings. Each bench is
expected to handle about
700 challan cases daily,
with each case potentially
involving up to 20 pend-
ing challans linked to a
particular vehicle.

The weekend courts
will deal only with com-
poundable traffic
offences. These are rela-
tively minor violations
that can be settled by pay-
ing a prescribed fine.
N o n - c o m p o u n d a b l e
offences, which require
judicial adjudication
because of their serious
nature, will not be taken
up in these courts.

Delhi BJP chief engages
cultural icons at IGNCA

New Delhi (GNS): Delhi BJP presi-
dent Harsh Malhotra on Wednesday
interacted with eminent personalities
from the art and culture sector as part of
the BJP's outreach campaign to mark 12
years of the Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment at the Centre.;

The interaction was held at the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA) on Janpath, where Malhotra
highlighted the government's achieve-
ments over the past 12 years and sought
suggestions from stakeholders involved in
cultural institutions and heritage preser-
vation.

Those present included representatives
from the Parliament Museum, National
Archives, IGNCA, President's Museum,
Centre for Cultural Resources and
Training (CCRT) and the National Crafts
Museum. BJP leader Prof Abhishek
Tandon also attended the programme.

Malhotra said the Modi government
had worked towards preserving and pro-
moting India's cultural heritage while
providing artists, craftsmen, writers and
cultural practitioners with greater
opportunities and institutional support.

Trackable but untouchable: Snatched phones
keep pinging, victims keep waiting

New Delhi
(GNS):Recently, a soft-
ware engineer's iPhone 15
was snatched outside
Kashmere Gate metro sta-
tion. Ten days on, the
phone's "Find My Device"
feature continues to show
the device's location in
Seelampur, but the cops
can't seem to reach it.
Despite updating the
police on the precise
whereabouts of his phone,
the techie has found him-
self caught in a frustrating
waiting game.

He is not the only per-
son facing this problem;
several other residents
have been posting on the
social media platform X,
tagging Delhi Police and
sharing how they have also
been able to track their
snatched phones and
inform the police, yet they
have not received them
back either.

The engineer's ordeal
began on June 3 near Gate
No. 4 of Kashmere Gate
metro station, where he

was standing with his lug-
gage and elderly parents,
trying to book a cab after
returning from UP.

"A scooter-borne
snatcher approached from
the opposite direction,
swiftly grabbed my phone
and sped away. I was
determined to catch him,
so I ran after him for near-
ly 300 metres towards the
Shahdara flyover. A pass-
ing cab driver joined the
pursuit, and we searched
the area for 5-6km but
later realised the suspect
had escaped by taking the
road beneath the flyover
while we went over it," he
told Media.

Other victims have

shared similar stories on
X, alleging a complete lack
of police cooperation
despite clear GPS evi-
dence. One user posted on
May 26 that eight days had
passed since their phone
was stolen, and despite
regular location alerts and
daily visits to Jagatpuri
police station, no action
was taken.

Another victim posted
on May 30: "I lost my
phone on March 27. Today
I got a new location of my
phone on my ID after
more than two months,
which is in Barnala
Sangrur Road, Punjab,
148002 and Delhi Police
are unable to trace my

phone. I am getting loca-
tion of my phone but Delhi
Police can't."

DCP Raja Banthia and
Joint CP Madhur Verma
have been directed by
commissioner of police
Satish Golchha to curb
snatching in the area.

The transit hubs around
Kashmere Gate seem to be
particularly vulnerable
targets. Another post on X
detailed how a victim's
phone was snatched on
May 11 inside a bus near
the Kashmere Gate stand.
Despite receiving constant
location updates from
govt's CEIR portal, the
device remains missing
and is feared to be in use
by criminals.

Another traveller
shared that two bike-
borne thieves snatched his
phone from a moving auto
near ISBT Kashmere Gate
while he was heading from
the airport to catch a bus
to Himachal Pradesh,
leaving him with an active
tracking map but no
phone.

Delhi man wins insurance claim
dispute after losing wife to illness

New Delhi (GNS): A Delhi
man who spent months pursuing
a health insurance claim after
losing his wife to illness has
secured relief from a consumer
commission, which held that an
insurance company failed to jus-
tify major deductions made
while settling his claim.

A Delhi man who spent
months pursuing a health insur-
ance claim after losing his wife to
illness has secured relief from a
consumer commission, which
held that an insurance company
failed to justify major deductions
made while settling his
claim.The two hospitals together
raised bills amounting to Rs 3.08
lakh. However, the insurance
company reimbursed only about
Rs 91,000. Mohanty told the
commission that repeated
requests for payment of the
remaining amount yielded no
result, forcing him to seek legal
recourse.

In his complaint, he sought
reimbursement of Rs 2.08 lakh
and compensation for the men-
tal distress and harassment
caused by the dispute.

National Insurance Company
Ltd contested the claim through
its counsel, arguing that there
was no deficiency in service and
that the complaint was not
maintainable. The insurer main-
tained that the claim had been

settled strictly in accordance
with policy terms and condi-
tions.

The company argued that
deductions were made under
various policy clauses and pre-
ferred provider network (PPN)
rates. It also contended that the
complainant had chosen treat-
ment in a non-PPN hospital
despite the availability of a PPN
hospital in the area in Odisha,
making the deductions permis-
sible under the policy.

After hearing the matter, the
consumer commission, com-
prising President Sukhveer
Singh Malhotra and Member
Ravi Kumar, found that the
insurer had failed to satisfactori-
ly justify the deductions made
from the claim amount.

In its order dated June 1, the
commission directed the insur-
ance company to pay Rs
1,65,266 to the complainant.

Delhi Minister Sood inspects Naraina fire station
New Delhi (GNS): Delhi Home

Minister Ashish Sood on Wednesday
conducted a surprise inspection of the
Naraina fire station. The visit was
aimed at carrying out a ground-level
evaluation of the station's operational
readiness, response time, equipment
infrastructure and personnel deploy-
ment strategies.

The minister reviewed fire tenders,
advanced rescue equipment, commu-
nication logs and emergency deploy-
ment protocols to ensure the station's
preparedness in handling distress sit-
uations and seasonal emergencies.

During the inspection, Sood found
serious shortcomings in the fire sta-
tion's functioning and infrastructure.
He observed that the fire station
lacked modernisation and several crit-
ical operational tools, including a primary
jurisdiction map and inventory list, which
were unavailable at the facility.

The minister also expressed concern over
the condition of the fire station building.
Expressing displeasure over the deficien-
cies, Sood ordered immediate corrective
measures and directed strict administrative
action against officials found negligent in
maintaining safety and operational stan-
dards.

The Delhi Home Minister interacted with
fire station personnel to understand their
firefighting requirements, operational chal-
lenges, equipment shortages and structural
maintenance needs.

Speaking on the inspection, Sood said,
"Safety of citizens is paramount and no laxi-

ty will be tolerated in emergency response
capabilities."

He instructed senior officials of the Delhi
Fire Services to address the gaps identified
in technology, documentation and infra-
structure at the earliest to ensure seamless
emergency operations across the Capital.

The minister also conducted a detailed
review of resource allocation at the station,
examining the sanctioned strength versus
the actual deployment of personnel and
advanced firefighting equipment.

According to officials, the review was
undertaken to ensure that fire stations
across Delhi are adequately staffed, mod-
ernised and fully equipped to meet the
emergency response requirements of their
respective jurisdictions.

Women cops on DTC buses
panic buttons linked to 112
New Delhi (GNS):

Women police personnel
will soon be deployed on
DTC Ladies Special buses
operating on vulnerable,
high-ridership routes, with
support from women Home
Guard marshals. Panic but-
ton alerts in buses will also
be directly linked to Delhi
Police's 112 emergency
response system.

The Delhi government
will also introduce women-
only police stations across
all police districts to handle
crimes and complaints
involving women and chil-
dren. The measures were
reviewed by Lieutenant
Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu during a meeting
with the Commissioner of
Police and Secretary
(Transport) to strengthen
safety measures for women
commuters. The review fol-
lowed the LG's directions
issued on June 3 to enhance
security for women using
public transport. Officials
informed him that the Delhi
Transport Corporation
(DTC) had identified vul-

nerable routes with a high
number of women passen-
gers and sought the deploy-
ment of women police per-
sonnel on Ladies Special
buses during peak hours.

The Commissioner of
Police told the LG that
Delhi Police would provide
the required personnel,
while women Home Guard
marshals could also be
deployed on these buses.

Sandhu directed officials
to ensure strict implemen-
tation of safety measures
and adopt a zero-tolerance
approach towards harass-
ment. He stressed the need
for visible action on the
ground. Officials said the
deployment of women
police personnel would help
prevent harassment, deter

troublemakers and provide
security to passengers while
boarding and getting off
buses.

The Ladies Special buses
will initially operate on
identified routes connect-
ing remote areas of Outer
Delhi and will be staffed
entirely by women person-
nel, as per the LG's direc-
tions. In a technology-
based safety measure, panic
button alerts installed in
buses will be integrated
with Delhi Police's 112
emergency response sys-
tem. The move will enable
faster coordination between
transport authorities and
police, ensuring immediate
assistance to women pas-
sengers in distress. The
Commissioner of Police
also informed the LG that
plans for women-only
police stations dedicated to
crimes and complaints
involving women and chil-
dren were ready for imple-
mentation. The first such
station is expected to open
soon, with similar facilities
planned across all police
districts.


