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32+ crore Jan Dhan accounts opened for women
3+ crore women became Lakhpati Didis

%16+ lakh crore MUDRA loans to women,
strengthening entrepreneurship

Vishwas ke, Vikas ke, Jan-kalyan I{e ‘

Under the guidance of Hon ble ane Minister Shri Narendra Modi, initiatives such as ‘Lakhpati Didi’ and ‘Mudra Loan’ are empowering women to be self-reliant and
strengthening the foundation of a Viksit Bharat = Shri Harsh Sanghavi, Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister, Gujarat

witnessed

Bhopal/Jaipur/Lucknow/
Patna, (GNS): The southwest
monsoon has remained stalled for
the past seven days over Chennai
in Tamil Nadu, Harnai in
Maharashtra and Siliguri in West
Bengal. After reaching Kerala on
June 4, it covered five states by
June 6. It is expected to advance
across the remaining parts of
Maharashtra, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh over the next few
days.

Meanwhile, except for Gujarat,
pre-monsoon activity is affecting
the rest of the country. Two flights
were diverted to Jaipur due to bad
weather in Delhi. Several parts of

Rajasthan rain
accompanied by strong winds.
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Punjab, Delhi and West
Bengal also received rainfall.

In Uttar Pradesh, the roof of a
petrol pump was blown away in a
storm. In Chitrakoot, the roof of
an auditorium worth Rs 4.5 crore
was ripped off. Three people were
killed in separate incidents in
Etawah, Sitapur and Firozabad.
In Punjab's Mansa district, a
nine-year-old boy died after an
iron gate collapsed during a
severe storm.

In Bihar, dense clouds covered
the skies over Patna, Buxar,

Supaul and several other districts
early in the morning, forcing
motorists to drive with headlights
on. The state also experienced
heavy rain accompanied by strong
winds.

Heavy rain alert in 22 states

A heavy rainfall alert has been

issued for 22 states, including
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Delhi,
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Jammu

West Bengal,
Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Tamil Nadu,

and Kashmir,
Sikkim, Arunachal

Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Goa. Except Gujarat,
all states are under a yellow alert

for rain.

Heat wave not over; mercury
crosses 40°C in eight states

Despite rainfall, temperatures
remained above 40°C in several
cities across Uttar Pradesh, Delhi,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab
and Haryana. Bathinda in Punjab
recorded the highest temperature
in the country at 46.2°C, followed
by Sri Ganganagar in Rajasthan at
45.9°C, Banda in Uttar Pradesh at
45.4°C, Brahmapuri in
Maharashtra at 45.5°C and
Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh at

45°C.

Varanasi Court to
Rehear Plea Against
Rahul Over 'Ram is
Imaginary' Remark

Lower court order set aside by
Varanasi court

Varanasi, Agency. A
Varanasi court will once
again hear a petition
seeking the registration of
an FIR against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for
allegedly describing Lord
Ram as an imaginary
figure. The petitioner
alleged that Rahul Gandhi
had described Lord Ram
as a "mythological" figure
during his address at
Brown University. On
June 10, 2026, the Chief
Judicial Magistrate
(CIJM) court dismissed
the petition. Challenging
that order, Harishankar
Pandey filed a revision
petition before the district
court on September 26,
2025.

Firing at Singer
Guru Randhawa's
Gym in Delhi

Jalandhar, (GNS): Two

motorcycle-borne
assailants opened
indiscriminate fire outside
a gym in Delhi's Paschim
Vihar area early on
Thursday morning. Accor
ding to police sources, the
gym belongs to two
businessmen from Rajouri
Garden, Delhi, and Punjabi
singer Guru Randhawa is
its brand ambassador.

Nipah Virus Returns to Kerala
Infected Patient on Ventilator

Hospital staff quarantined; ﬁrst case of the year, sixth outbreak in eight years

Thiruvananthap W
uram, (GNS):
Kerala has reported its
first Nipah virus case
of the year, with the
information coming to
light on Thursday. The
patient, a 43-year-old
resident of Kozhikode,
tested positive,
prompting the state

government to issue a
high alert across
Kerala.

The patient was
initially admitted to a

private hospital with Kozhikode i
before College. His condition need for panic at
to is critical, and he is present.

mild
being

fever
shifted

currently  on
ventilator
support.

Health
Minister K.
Muraleedharan
said the patient
had come into
contact with
many people.
Hospital staff
and all possible
contacts have
been advised to
remain in
quarantine. He
Medical added that there is no

Allmage

This is the sixth
Nipah outbreak in
Kerala since 2018. The
last outbreak occurred
in 2024, when two
cases were reported,
including one fatality.

How the patient
may have contracted
the virus

According to
officials, the patient
had recently rented a
warehouse and
personally cleaned it.
It is suspected that he
was infected during
the process.

Another TMC Rajya Sabha
MP Prakash Chik Resigns

Third MP quits Mamata in four days; TMC
now left with 10 Rajya Sabha members

New Delhi, (GNS):
The split in Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee's
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
continued on Thursday as
another Rajya Sabha MP,
Prakash Chik Baraik,
resigned from the party.

Over the past four days,
three Rajya Sabha MPs
have parted ways with
Mamata Banerjee.
Sushmita Dev resigned on
iJune 10, while Sukhendu

the total number of rebel
MPs to 23. In West Bengal,

58 of the party's 80 MLAs

have also formed a separate
faction. Prakash Chik after

. resigning: I am not old;

time will tell what lies

% ahead Speaking to the

Shekhar quit both the Rajya
Sabha and the party on
June 8. So far, 20 of TMC's
28 Lok Sabha MPs and 3 of
its 13 Rajya Sabha MPs
have broken away, taking

media after his resignation,
Prakash Chik said that the
people of West Bengal had
voted in favour of the BJP,
which subsequently formed
the government.

Twisha's Mother-in-Law Found Delhi High Court Quashes ED Action Against NewsClick

Readlng The Pregnant Klng in Jail Says the action was an arbitrary misuse of powers against free and fair ]ournahsm

New Delhi, (GNS): The Delhi High Court has
quashed the Economic Offences Wing (EOW) FIR and the
Enforcement Directorate's (ED) money laundering
investigation against NewsClick and its founder-editor
Prabir Purkayastha in a foreign funding case.

Justice Neena Bansal Krishna observed that the action
amounted to an arbitrary attack and misuse of powers
against independent and fair journalism. The court said
that investigating agencies had continued with extensive
probes without substantial evidence.
allegations in the FIR were accepted as true, they did not
constitute a criminal offence of cheating or criminal
breach of trust.

Bhopal, (GNS):

Singh was found

commission members.

Women's Com mission Chair person
Rekha Yadav enquired about the food,

healthcare facilities

arrangements available in the jail. Giribala

A team from the
Madhya Pradesh Women's Commission
met Twisha Sharma's mother-in-law and
retired judge Giribala Singh at Bhopal
Central Jail. During the visit, Giribala
reading Devdutt
Pattanaik's book The Pregnant King. She
closed the book as soon as she noticed the

and other

Even if the

| .

According to the allegations, shares with a face value of
Rs 10 were purchased at a premium price of Rs 11,510 per
share at a time when NewsClick was not generating any
profit. Investigators claimed that this arrangement was
intended to circumvent the 26 per cent cap on foreign
direct investment in Indian media organisations.

Subsequently, the Enforcement Directorate conducted
searches at the NewsClick office and the premises of its
directors and shareholders under the provisions of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).

Singh made no complaints and said that
she was facing no difficulties and that
everything was satisfactory.

Rekha Yadav said that Giribala Singh
remained calm during the interaction and
that the commission found no indication
that she was receiving any special
treatment in prison. The team also
inspected the women's ward, hospital,
kitchen, library, art and craft centre, and
beauty parlour inside the jail.

The court held that allowing the FIR to continue would
amount to a gross abuse of the legal process. It further
observed that in a case of alleged cheating, there must be
an identifiable victim, whereas no such complaint existed
in the present matter.

Case began with FDI allegations and later ED raids

Delhi Police registered an FIR against NewsClick in
August 2020, alleging that the news portal had received
Rs 9.59 crore in foreign direct investment (FDI) from a
US-based company, Worldwide Media Holdings LLC.

The story behlnd The Pregnant Klng

The book The Pregnant King, written by
Devdutt Pattanaik, is inspired by the
mythological tale of King Yuvanashva.

According to the legend, the king
accidentally drank a sacred potion
prepared during a ritual performed to
bless him with a child. As a result, he
became pregnant and later gave birth to a
son named Mandhata.
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This is a harsh truth of our
society that we witness every
day, and yet we move on. On
one hand, there are children
who, dressed in fine clothes
and carrying heavy back-
packs, head to school every
morning. They have dreams
galore. Meanwhile, just
across the street, at a shop or
eatery, another small child is
cleaning utensils. His hands
are weary from the work,
and his face bears only one
fear: the fear of being scold-
ed by his boss.

This story isn't limited to

When will the labor of little hands stop

just one city; it's the same
everywhere around us.
Every year on June 12th, we
celebrate  Child Labor
Prohibition Day, thinking
we've fulfilled our duty, but
the truth is that designating
a day doesn't change these
children's lives. What does

childhood even mean?
Childhood means living
without tension, playing

with friends, playing in the
mud, and simply having fun.
But when these tiny hands
are handed heavy bricks, tea
cups, or cleaning brooms

instead of toys or books, not
only is a child working as a
laborer, but their entire
future is ruined forever.
Poverty and helplessness
rob these children of their
days of joy and play. Their
childhood is crushed in the
dirty smoke of factories,
among the utensils of small
hotels, and in the scorching
heat of the fields, to the
point that they forget even to
smile properly. Now the
question is: why are these
children forced to leave their
studies and work at such a

young age? The most obvi-
ous answer is poverty and
helplessness at home. When
a family can't afford two
meals a day, parents are
forced to send their children
to work for a small amount
of money. But our educated
society takes the worst
advantage of this helpless-
ness. Small shopkeepers,
contractors, and even people
from wealthy families prefer
to employ children. Why?
Because children work day
and night without any fuss
for very little money, and

they can never fight for their
rights. This is a vicious cycle
in which a child trapped in it
never gets an education and
remains trapped in poverty
even after growing up. Our
country has very strict laws
against child labor. The law
states that making children
under the age of 14 work is a
crime and every child has
the full right to attend
school. But the truth is that
mere paperwork doesn't
feed the poor. Until these
rules are strictly enforced at
the grassroots level, we will

see children cleaning cars or
holding teapots at every
street corner and intersec-
tion. We always shirk our
responsibility by blaming
the government and the sys-
tem. But changing society
begins in our own homes
and our own thinking. The
next time you see a child
working in a shop or hotel,
instead of quietly sipping tea
and leaving, interrupt and
question the shopkeeper.
Stop making small children
work in your own homes
altogether.

Editorial

Monsoon Session and the
Churning of the Ocean of
Indian Politics

The monsoon session of Parliament is
scheduled to begin in July. Political cir-
cles are abuzz with speculation that this
session could witness a fierce political
confrontation between the ruling party
and the opposition. Inflation, unem-
ployment, the agricultural crisis, the
education system, the economy, and the
political situation in various states are
among the issues on which the opposi-
tion is preparing to corner the govern-
ment. The government failed to pass the
delimitation bill in Parliament in the
last session. Given the economic crisis
the government has been facing in
recent months, foreign investors are
withdrawing their investments from the
stock market. Crude oil imports have
exacerbated the government's prob-
lems. In such a situation, the govern-
ment is reluctant to take any risks dur-
ing the monsoon session. Large sections
of the public are expressing discontent
over the prices of food, fuel, and house-
hold items. Farmers' organizations are
agitating on issues such as the
Minimum Support Price (MSP), crop
procurement, and agricultural inputs.
Meanwhile, student organizations are
expressing their dissatisfaction on the
streets over issues ranging from the
NEET paper leak to the transparency of
competitive examinations and the edu-
cation system. Youth groups are
protesting on the streets in the name of
cockroaches.

Childhood should not get the right to labour
but to education, security and respect

(Lalit Garg)

(World Day Against Child Labour
- June 12, 2026)

World Day Against Child Labour,
celebrated every year on June
12th, is not just a formal day, but
an occasion that shakes the con-
science of humanity. This day
reminds us that no child in the
world is born to be a laborer.
Their hands should not hold
tools, bricks, utensils, hammers,
garbage bags, or factory
machines, but books, toys, colors,
golden dreams, and possibilities.
Childhood is the golden period of
life in which the foundations of a
person's personality, values, edu-
cation, and future are laid. If this
period is thrown into the furnace
of labor, exploitation, and depri-
vation, the future of not just one
child but the entire society and
nation becomes bleak.

Launched in 2002 by the
International Labour
Organization (ILO), this day aims
to raise global awareness of the
horrors of child labor and galva-
nize collective efforts to eradicate
it. The year 2026 also comes at a
time when the world is reaching
new heights of technological
development, artificial intelli-
gence, and economic progress.
Yet, millions of children are still
deprived of their right to educa-
tion and childhood. This irony
poses a serious question mark on
human civilization. When we see

an innocent child working hard at
a dhaba, hotel, tea stall, factory,
garage, brick kiln, farm, or traffic
signal, our compassion often
awakens for a moment, and then
we return to our work. But the
question is: how long will we con-
tinue to consider this suffering
normal? Are we unable to hear
the cries of childhood, deprived of
its rights, lost in the darkness of
labor?

Even today, millions of children
around the world are engaged in
some form of child labor. A large
number of them work in haz-
ardous conditions that hinder
their physical, mental, and emo-
tional development. Poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment, social
inequality, displacement, traffick-
ing, war, natural disasters, and
weak social security systems are
the primary causes of child labor.
Family financial constraints push
children into the world of work
instead of school. But the solution
to poverty isn't making children
work, but rather providing fami-
lies with dignified employment
and social security. Child labor
isn't just an economic problem;
it's a serious violation of human
rights. It robs children of their
childhood, education, health,
play, self-confidence, and future.
If a child who should be in school
is in a factory, it's a failure not just
of that child but of society as a
whole. Child labor also perpetu-

ates the cycle of poverty, as an
uneducated child grows up con-
fined to low-paying jobs, forcing
the next generation to live in the
same deprivation.

Many countries, including India,
have enacted laws to prevent
child labor. Internationally, ILO
Convention 138 and Convention
182 provide an important basis
for establishing minimum work-
ing ages and prohibiting the most
hazardous forms of child labor.
India also has the Child and
Adolescent Labor (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act and the Right
to Education Act. However, the
effectiveness of these laws
depends on their strict and honest
implementation. Despite legal
provisions, child labor continues
in hidden forms. The need today
is not merely to enact laws, but to
transform them into a social
movement. Extensive public
awareness campaigns should be
launched at the national and
international levels to eliminate
child labor. Schools, religious
institutions, social organizations,
the media, industry, and civil
society must play an active role in
this direction. Just as global
awareness has developed regard-
ing environmental protection and
women's rights, a global public
opinion must be created for child
rights. What a paradox it is that
our society, government, and
politicians never tire of acknowl-

edging children as the future of
the country, yet doesn't this seem
like a well-planned conspiracy to
rob approximately 250 to 300
million children of this age group
of their childhood and their right
to education through child labor?
For example, by enacting a law,
we have attempted to rob chil-
dren of their childhood.

This law states that if there is a
family business or employment,
children between the ages of 4
and 14 can legally be made to
work, and no one can harm them.
It's ironic that when children of
this age should be in school, an
entire generation is being
deprived of education, sports, and
normal childhood behavior in the
name of family businesses, while
we pat ourselves on the back. In
the name of making children self-
reliant from childhood, we are
actually pushing them into dark-
ness by turning them into money-
making machines.

Technology, especially in the digi-
tal age, can be used to eliminate
child labor. Transparent monitor-
ing of every industry and supply
chain, online portals for child
labor complaints, rapid response
mechanisms, and artificial intelli-
gence-based monitoring systems
can be developed. International
companies should ensure that
child labor is not used anywhere
in their supply chains.

|Modl era: An unbiased assessment in the mir-1
ror of public trust, development and history

(Vinod Kumar Singh
Takiyawala)
June 10, 2026, marked a sig-
nificant political milestone
in the history of Indian
democracy. On this day,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi became the longest-
serving Prime Minister of
the country. With a tenure of
4,399 days, he surpassed the
record of 4,398 days held by
independent India's first
Prime Minister, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru.
Naturally, this achievement
is being considered a major
event in Indian politics.
However, in a democracy,
records don't make history;
history also evaluates how a
leader faced the challenges
of their time and the extent
to which they influenced the
nation's direction. This is
where the evaluation of the
Modi era truly begins. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
political career symbolizes
the potential of Indian
democracy. Rising from a
humble background to the
highest office in the country
and receiving three consecu-
tive mandates is an extraor-
dinary achievement in itself.

When he assumed power in
2014, the country was beset
by allegations of corruption,
policy deadlock, economic
slowdown, and administra-
tive incompetence. The pub-
lic wanted change, and Modi
emerged as a symbol of that
change. Over the past twelve
years, the government has
significantly expanded wel-
fare schemes. Schemes like
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, Ujjwala Yojana, Jan
Dhan accounts, Ayushman
Bharat, Jal Jeevan Mission,
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
and free rations have provid-
ed government assistance to
millions of people. Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT)
increased transparency in
government schemes and
attempted to reduce the role
of middlemen. Electricity,
roads, toilets, and banking
facilities expanded in rural
India. Millions of families
were connected to the for-
mal financial system for the
first time. Government sup-
porters call it a new model of
social justice and inclusive
development. The Digital
India campaign transformed
governance. India became
one of the world's leading

countries in digital pay-
ments. UPI simplified finan-
cial transactions and
expanded technology-based
services. With the encour-
agement of Startup India
and innovation, India
became recognized as one of
the world's leading startup
hubs. India also achieved
remarkable achievements in
the field of science and tech-
nology. The success of
Chandrayaan-3 and its space
programs brought global
recognition to India's scien-
tific capabilities. The G-20
presidency and increased
engagement on global plat-
forms strengthened India's
international reputation.
The Modi government's
policies also received wide-
spread support in the field of
national security. Steps like
the surgical strike and air
strike against cross-border
terrorism strengthened the
government's decisive
image. Decisions like the
abrogation of Article 370,
the Triple Talaq law, and the
GST gave a new direction to
political discourse. In any
democracy, achievements
cannot be evaluated solely
by government claims or the

praise of supporters. The
responsibility of an inde-
pendent commentator is to
highlight challenges and
questions along with
achievements. India is today
among the world's fastest-
growing economies, but the
experience of the common
citizen is not determined
solely by GDP growth rates.
Inflation, unemplo yment,
Income and standard of liv-
ing are more important to
them. Unemployment has
remained one of the coun-
try's biggest concerns over
the past years. Millions of
youth prepare for competi-
tive exams and government
jobs, but opportunities
appear limited. Delays in
recruitment processes and
incidents like question paper
leaks have also created dis-
satisfaction among the
youth. The dream of a devel-
oped India will remain
unfulfilled until economic
growth is translated into
quality employment on a
large scale. The government
touts the Mudra scheme and
self-employment-based ini-
tiatives as its successes, but
a section of economists also
raises questions about how

permanent and sustainable
the employment generated
by these schemes are.
Similarly, despite reforms in
the banking sector, issues of
loan recovery, NPAs, and
financial discipline have not
been completely resolved.

The picture in the agricul-
tural sector is also mixed.
The Kisan Samman Nidhi,
irrigation schemes, and
technological improvements
have had a positive impact,
but the cost of farming, nat-
ural risks, and uncertainty
about income remain major
concerns for farmers. The
prolonged farmers' protest
against the agricultural laws
indicated that dialogue and
consensus are equally essen-
tial alongside economic
reforms. Another significant
aspect of the Modi era is
political centralization.
Supporters attribute this to
strong leadership, while crit-
ics express concerns about
the weakening of institution-
al balance and democratic
discourse. Debates have
periodically erupted regard-
ing the role of the media,
investigative agencies, and
various constitutional insti-
tutions. The strength of

democ-
racy lies not only in popular
leadership, but also in

strong institutions.

The country has also wit-
nessed significant social
changes. While national
pride, cultural renaissance,
and heritage preservation
have strengthened, concerns
have also been raised about
social polarization and ideo-
logical divisions. In a
democracy, respect for dis-
sent and a culture of dia-
logue are as important as
political stability. Analysts of
Indian politics believe that
the record of longest tenure
alone can be the ultimate
measure of a prime minis-
ter's historical greatness. We
must find the answer to this
question in the context of
history. Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru and Narendra Modi
cannot be compared merely
on the basis of days or years.
Both are leaders from differ-
ent eras and faced different
challenges. When Nehru
took over the reins of the
country in 1947, India was
struggling with nearly two
hundred years of colonial
slavery, the tragedy of
Partition, widespread pover-
ty and illiteracy.
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Dr. Jitendra Singh launches DST-funded Central Instrume-

ntation Facility and 3 research clusters at IIT Gandhinagar
Industry partnerships, future-ready talent and translational research will

shape India's innovation journey: Dr. Jitendra Singh

Addressing the programme
"Advancing Research and
Innovation Towards a
Developed India with the
Inauguration of Major
Research Initiatives" at IIT
Gandhinagar , Union Minister
of State (Independent Charge)
Science and Technology and
Earth Sciences ; Prime
Minister's Office , Department
of Atomic Energy , Department
of Space , Minister of State for
Personnel , Public Grievances
and Pensions Dr. Jitendra
Singh emphasised that the true
value of scientific research lies
not only in publications but in
its ability to create tangible
impacts on society and the
economy. He noted that India
needs a strong ecosystem
where research moves directly
from laboratories to implemen-
tation through effective collabo-

ration between academia ,
industry and government.

The Minister launched the
Department of Science and
Technology ( DST) funded
“Central Instrumentation
Facility” ( CIF) and three new
research clusters — Advanced
Materials Research Cluster (
AMRC), Energy Research
Cluster ( ERC), and Healthcare
and Medtech Research Cluster (
HMRC) at IIT Gandhinagar ,
which aim to transform cutting-
edge research into solutions
that can be used for national
development. He highlighted
that around 70 industries have
come forward as founding part-
ners , reflecting the growing
trust in industry-academia col-
laboration.

Dr. Jitendra Singh observed
that India's critical implications
in the areas of material self-

reliance , clean energy and
affordable healthcare require

sustained efforts beyond
research publications. He said
the newly launched clusters
embody the translational
research approach , where sci-
entific discoveries are taken to
pilot development , validation
and technology transfer.

The Union Minister further
said that the main objective
behind the recent science policy
initiatives has been to democra-

tize access to research opportu-
nities and funding. Referring to
the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation ( ANRF),
he said that the aim of this ini-
tiative is to ensure that financial
and technical support reaches
out to other institutions beyond
the traditional centres of excel-
lence. He added that India's
research ecosystem should
draw strength from its diversity
by bringing together expertise
from science , humanities and
social sciences to comprehen-
sively address national chal-
lenges .

Describing the current era as
the decade of science and tech-
nology, the Minister said that
India has increasingly emerged
as an active participant in fron-
tier technologies. He noted that
initiatives like the National
Quantum Mission and IndiaAl

Mission are creating new
opportunities for researchers
and institutions to contribute to
the country's technological
advance ment. The Minister
also inaugurated the Central
Instrumentation Facility ( CIF)
at IIT Gandhinagar and
released the CIF brochure. He
described shared scientific
infrastructure as a key enabler
for innovation , providing
researchers , startups and
industries access to state-of-
the-art facilities that may be dif-
ficult for individual institutions
to set up independently. He
noted that such infrastructure
will support national priorities
including India's
Semiconductor Mission.
During his visit , Dr. Jitendra
Singh interacted with startups
and faculty-led technology
demonstrations at IIT

Gandhinagar Research Park.
Established in collaboration
with the Department of Science
and Technology, the research
park serves as a platform for
collaboration between
researchers, entrepreneurs and
industry to accelerate innova-
tion and commercialization.
The facility currently hosts over
20 companies and provides
support to over 30 startups.
Stressing the importance of
industry participation , Dr.
Jitendra Singh advocated early
engagement with industry in
research programmes.

He said that collaboration
with industry should start from
the conceptualization stage
itself and not after the comple-
tion of research , so that tech-
nology transfer becomes easier
and relevance to societal needs
is maintained.

Cyber crime kingpin Ganesh Kale deport- Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh calls on indus-
ed from Thailand, brought backto India  trieg to increase investment in India's space sector

New Delhi, Agency: Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has

successfully secured the deporta- { =

tion of wanted fugitive and cyber
crime gang kingpin Ganesh
Balaso Kale from Thailand.

Kale, the subject of an
Interpol Red Notice, was
brought back to India on
Wednesday, June 10, following
close coordination between the
CBI, the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), and the Embassy of India in
Thailand.

Kale was wanted for allegedly master-
minding a sophisticated cybercrime fraud
network that lured victims with promises
of lucrative online part-time jobs.

According to officials, the scam coerced
victims into making monetary invest-
ments under the guise of security deposits,
only to defraud them of their money. Kale
allegedly ran a sprawling network of cyber
financial criminals, enticing unsuspecting
individuals with commissions in exchange
for using their bank accounts to route illic-
it funds. He is also accused of instructing
co-conspirators to procure fake SIM cards
and burner mobile phones to facilitate the

F

operation.

The breakthrough came after the
Interpol Red Corner Notice was
published in May 2026. Armed
with the notice, Thai authori-
ties located and detained Kale
in Bangkok on May 24, 2026.
Following legal proceedings, he
was deported to India, marking
a remarkably short 20-day win-
dow between the issuance of the
notice and his apprehension-a feat
officials credit to highly effective interna-

tional agency coordination.

Upon his arrival in Mumbai on
Thursday, June 11, 2026, Kale was imme-
diately taken into custody by the Cyber
Cell of the Maharashtra Police for further
interrogation and legal processing.

As the National Central Bureau for
INTERPOL in India, the CBI coordinates
with domestic law enforcement agencies
through the BHARATPOL platform.
Officials noted that this latest deportation
contributes to a growing track record of
international law enforcement success,
with more than 160 wanted criminals suc-
cessfully brought back to India through
inter-agency cooperation in recent years.

HC seeks Delhi Police stand on
Tahir's bail plea in riots case

New Delhi, Agency: The Delhi High Court on Wednesday sought the stand of
the city police on a plea by former AAP councilor Tahir Hussain seeking regular bail
in a 2020 Delhi riots case pertaining to the alleged larger conspiracy behind the vio-

lence.

vacation Bench of Justices Neena Bansal Krishna and Madhu Jain asked the Delhi
Police to respond within four weeks to Hussain's appeal challenging a trial court's

January 29 order that refused him relief.

Additional Solicitor General SV Raju urged the court to grant time to the agency

to file its reply.

Listing the matter for hearing on July 14, the Bench also gave time to the police to
respond to Hussain's application seeking to condone a delay of 87 days in filing the

appeal.

Hussain and others were booked under the anti-terror law - Unlawful Activities
Act - in the case for being the "masterminds" of the February 2020 riots, which had
left 53 people dead and over 700 injured. The violence erupted during the protests
against the Citizenship Act, 2019, and the National Register of Citizens.

Activists Sharjeel Imam, Khalid Saifi and Umar Khalid, among others, were also
booked for their alleged involvement in the larger conspiracy case, which is being
investigated by the Special Cell of the Delhi Police.

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
Science and Technology and
Earth Sciences ; Prime
Minister's Office s
Department of Atomic
Energy , Department of
Space , Minister of State for
Personnel . Public
Grievances and Pensions Dr.
Jitendra Singh today called
upon industry leaders to sig-
nificantly increase invest-
ment and participation in
India's space sector to accel-
erate the development of
globally competitive indige-
nous technology and reduce
dependence on external
sources.

Addressing the 10th IN-
SPACe Industry Connect ,
Dr. Jitendra Singh empha-
sized that India's start-up
ecosystem has demonstrated
remarkable innovation and
technological capability , but
stronger partnerships with
established industries, along
with more funding , manu-
facturing power and market
reach, will be required to
gain leadership in the global
space economy.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said
that opening up the space
sector to private participa-
tion under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi is a historic
shift in India's approach
towards strategic sectors. He
termed these reforms as a

bold decision that has
unlocked India's latent
entrepreneurial potential

and rejuvenated the coun-
try's space ecosystem in a
short span of time.
Highlighting the policy
initiatives taken to support
the sector, Dr. Jitendra Singh
said that the space sector
reforms were followed by the
Indian Space Policy 2023 ,

New Delhi, Agency:
What

_—

which provided strategic
direction and regulatory clar-
ity to stakeholders. He fur-
ther noted that the liberaliza-
tion of the Foreign Direct
Investment ( FDI) regime
has helped in attracting
investments and improving
India's integration with the
global value chain. The
Minister described the estab-
lishment of the Indian
National Space Promotion
and Authorization Centre (
IN-SPACe) as a major insti-
tutional reform , which has
enabled , encouraged ,
authorized and supervised
non-governmental participa-
tion across the space value
chain .

Dr. Jitendra Singh high-
lighted the government's
efforts to strengthen the
innovation ecosystem
through financial and insti-
tutional support mecha-
nisms. He informed that a Rs
1,000 crore Venture Capital
Fund and a Rs 500 crore
Technology Adoption Fund
have been launched to facili-
tate innovation and commer-
cialization in this sector. He
added that initiatives related
to seed funding , incubation
support , skill development
programmes and AICTE-

Tricolours
began as an

approved space technology
curriculum are contributing
to preparing future-ready
talent for the country's
expanding space economy.

Referring to the rapid
growth of India's private
space ecosystem, the
Minister noted that what
started with just a few lead-
ing ventures has now trans-
formed into an ecosystem of
over 400 start-ups and hun-
dreds of large and small
companies. He said that
Indian ventures are today
developing launch vehicles ,
satellites , propulsion sys-
tems , Earth observation
applications , space situa-
tional awareness capabilities
and various downstream
solutions. He mentioned
companies like Skyroot
Aerospace, Agnikul Cosmos,
Pixxel , Galaxeye , Digantara
and Dhruva Space as out-
standing examples of India's
entrepreneurial capabilities
and technological innova-
tion.

Calling for a strong culture
of philanthropy in scientific
research, Dr. Jitendra Singh
noted that philanthropic
contributions have tradition-
ally been directed towards
charitable causes , but

the

onate with Gen Z. Niharika
Singh, second year student

investment in research and
innovation should also be
recognized as an important
service to society.

The Minister also
appealed to industry stake-
holders to be open about the
challenges and limitations
faced while working in this
evolving space ecosystem.
Assuring them of the full
support of the government,
he stressed the importance of
maintaining an open and
constructive dialogue
between policy makers and
industry.

Dr. Jitendra Singh
acknowledged the industry's
concerns about the need for
speedy approvals , stream-
lined processes and an effec-
tive single-window mecha-
nism. He stressed that the
aim of governance should be
to encourage innovation
rather than create unfore-
seen obstacles.

Dr. Jitendra Singh also
stressed on the need for

greater collaboration
between the government |,
industry , academia ,

investors and state govern-
ments to realise the vision of
self-reliant space He
observed that the readiness
of start-ups must be support-
ed by the scale , financial
strength and implementa-
tion capabilities of estab-
lished industries.

He highlighted that India
has immense talent and
entrepreneurial energy , and
what was lacking for a long
time was only a conducive
policy environment. The
reforms initiated under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi have
built that ecosystem and
opened new avenues for
innovation and entrepre-
neurship.

Books, flowers and a cause: Gen Z activism at Jantar Mantar

dotted
crowd. Cockroach masks

aise hi ho - funny and light-
hearted but ones that make

No let-up in TMC exodus

New Delhi, Agency: All India
Trinamool Congress (AITC) mass
exodus continues as another party
leader and Rajya Sabha member
Prakash Chik Baraik resigned as the
member of the Upper House on
Thursday.

The development comes just a day
after senior Trinamool Congress
(TMC) leader Sushmita Dev resigned
from the Rajya Sabha member after
quitting the party.

Earlier, senior party leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Sukhendu Sekhar
Roy had resigned from both the
Trinamool Congress and the Rajya
Sabha.

With Prakash Chik Baraik's resig-
nation, the Trinamool Congress'
strength in the Rajya Sabha now

stands at 10.

In his letter addressed to the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha CP
Radhakrishnan, Baraik said, "I do
hereby resign from the membership
of Rajya Sabha, which may please be
accepted with immediate effect".
Baraik was elected to the Upper
House in August 2023.

Sushmita Dev had termed "polit-
ical and personal reasons" for
resigning. Though she declined to
elaborate further, refusing to com-
ment on her future political plans
or the party she may join next, she
however, met Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma.

Another TMC leader Shatabdi
Roy expressed support for the rebel
faction led by Kakoli Ghosh

Dastidar. She said that those leav-
ing the party were not doing so
because of electoral defeats but due
to a series of wrong decisions taken
by the leadership.

Shatabdi Roy also questioned the
functioning of the party, alleging
that party supremo Mamata
Banerjee had failed to grasp the
realities unfolding around her. She
claimed that Banerjee was "suffer-
ing from a mental blockage" and
accused her of ignoring growing
public dissatisfaction with her
nephew, Abhishek Banerjee.

According to Roy, Mamata
Banerjee failed to make Abhishek
understand the need to change his
lifestyle, describing it as a "big mis-
take."

Instagram joke unfolded
into a sprawling gathering
at Jantar Mantar, where
young people assembled
under the banner of the
Cockroach Janta Party.
Books, flowers and Indian
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and pamphlets lay scattered
across the pavement as stu-
dents moved through the
gathering, handing out
flowers. The organisers
framed the protest as a
peaceful act of participa-
tion. "Looking forward to
meet you all at Jantar
Mantar. Do not forget to
carry a book and our
Tiranga! Offer flowers to
policemen as a gesture of
compassion & gratitude. We
have to lead this movement
with love! ," the invite read.

'Gen Z ke protest bhi

funny hote hain'
Even as it moves offline,
the movement remains

rooted in the internet-first
satire that helped it res-

from LSR, was seen holding
a red rose in the protest.
Joining the protest alone,
she said, "The flower sym-
bolises a peaceful protest -
that we come bearing flow-
ers with our demands, noth-
ing else. I'm here in solidar-
ity with all students, it's not
only people who gave
entrances. It's the fact that
no one is taking accounta-
bility. I came here partly
because of curiosity.

I wanted to see what a
party formed as a joke is
capable of doing. I'm sur-
prised to see the crowd and
it's majorly Gen Z, which is
a humorous, satirical gener-
ation in their own ways. I
wish ki hamare protests bhi

a difference."”

'Mere education ke liye
main khud ladd sakti
hoon'Carrying a chemistry
book in hand, Sameeksha
from Faridabad, a first year
student of forensic science,
who joined the protest in
support of friends who gave
NEET this year, said, "Gen
Z can do anything they put
their mind to. No one can
suppress our voice. With
Gen Z, now Gen Alpha is
also rising. I have seen reels
of little kiddos talking about
these important issues. This
is because of social media, if
we weren't on social media,
this protest would not be
happening. The Internet is
keeping us united."
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Mini-secretariats to bring Delhi civic

body, DDA an pohce uder one roof

New Delhi,(GNS): The
Delhi government plans to
establish  mini-secretariats
across all 13 revenue districts,
bringing multiple departments
- including those not under its
administrative control - and
their representatives under
one roof to improve citizen
services and ensure faster
delivery of government facili-
ties, officials said on
Wednesday.

The proposed initiative aims
to provide residents with a sin-
gle-window system for access-
ing various public services,
reducing the need to visit mul-
tiple offices and improving
coordination among depart-
ments.

"The proposal envisages
officials from agencies such as
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), the Delhi

Development Authority (DDA)
and the Delhi Police operating
from the mini-secretariats to
provide services at a single
location. Discussions on the
framework are underway. A
final call on the level and rank
of officials to be deputed is yet
to be taken," said an official.
Chief minister Rekha Gupta

Why the move

to citizens.

Gurugram.

Cyber police stations to be strengthened in
Gurugram; major reshuffle soon: CP Kabiraj

New Delhl,(GNS) To strengthen cyber pohce stations, a major reshuf-
fle is coming soon in all four cyber police stations in

Gurugram Police Commissioner (CP) Sibash |
Kabiraj said to curb cybercrime cases, several §

will be implemented. Cybercrime in Gurugram has ;
surged to over 40,000 annual complaints, encom-
passing part-time job fraud, digital arrests, sextor- g
tion, credit card fraud, APK file scams and fake call
centres targeting both domestic and international victims. As per the police
data, while complaints have increased, total financial losses declined last year
due to rapid police intervention and bank account freezing.

Gurugram has four cyber police stations - East, West, South and Manesar -
set up to curb the menace of increasing cybercrime cases. More than 220
policemen are posted in all four police stations under the supervision of the
DCP and ACP. A total of 41,395 cyber fraud complaints were received in 2025,
while over 17,000 complaints have been received this year until May 31. A
total of 660 FIRs were registered this year until May 31 and over 100 cyber
criminals were arrested. Last year, a total of 41,395 cyber fraud complaints
were received and more than 1,800 accused were arrested for cyber frauds.

Delhi-NCR plan moots 5-8 new
towns, 30- m1n travel time

New Delhi,(GNS): The Regional
Plan 2041, set to be adopted next week
by NCR Planning Board (NCRPB), pro-
poses developing 5-8 new townships in
the region and advocates "30 minutes
NCR" - keeping travel time between
cities, including Delhi, to half an hour
through a network of high-speed trains.

The plan, shared with states before
Board's June 16 meeting, proposes both
brown-field redevelopment of settle-
ments and greenfield creation of new
ones to decongest Delhi.

"Exploration of possibilities of estab-
lishing 5-8 new greenfield townships is
proposed, based on productive econom-
ic impulses in UP, Haryana and
Rajasthan sub regions. All new settle-
ments, including brown-field, shall have
modern smart civic amenities infra-
structure like those developed in Auric
of DMICDC," the plan has proposed.

Auric' is the abbreviation of
Aurangabad Industrial City, a greenfield

COPD attack? No, a pea blocking airway

New Delhi,(GNS):
For more than two weeks,
a 77-year-old man's wors-
ening breathlessness was
blamed on advanced lung
disease. But when treat-

industrial smart city spread over 10,000
acres in Maharashtra. It is a part of the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
Project (DMIC), which plans to develop
an industrial zone spanning across six
states between Delhi and Mumbai.

The regional plan suggests that NCR
states could undertake "new selfcon-
tained and self-sufficient smart town-
ship development" as growth nodes
along key transport corridors, including

the right main bronchus,
blocking airflow and trig-
gering symptoms almost
identical to a severe
COPD attack.

"Foreign body aspira-
tion is often overlooked

had announced a separate
budget of 2100 crore to devel-
op 13 'mini-secretariats’'.

Officials said the move is
expected to streamline admin-
istrative processes,
efficiency, and make govern-
ment services more accessible

enhance

tract worth around ?1.10
crore to construct two
additional floors on the
structure, police said on
Wednesday.

The accused - identi-
fied by police as Manish
Khatri

The government has started
empowering district magis-
trates (DMs) with more
administrative authority to
improve governance, strength-
en accountability and ensure
action against unauthorised
constructions.

Officials said the services
department is preparing a pro-
posal outlining the powers,
which will be sent to the lieu-
tenant governor for approval.
The move follows a decision
taken at a meeting chaired by
the CM last week in the after-
math of the Malviya Nagar
fire.

According to officials, the
meeting highlighted how mul-
tiple agencies sharing different
administrative controls often
hampers effective enforcement
and delays action against vio-
lations.

Deputy manager held for facil-
itating mule bank account

New Delhi,(GNS): The Delhi
Police arrested a deputy manager of a
cooperative bank for allegedly facili-
tating the opening and operation of a
mule bank account linked to 159 cyber
fraud complaints reported from
across the country, police said on
Wednesday.

According to the police, the suspi-
cious account, maintained with the
National Urban Cooperative Bank's
New Kondli branch, was identified
during the scrutiny of complaints
received through the National Cyber
Crime Reporting Portal (NCRP).

Investigators found that the
account had allegedly been used to
receive and transfer proceeds of cyber
frauds, with transactions amounting
to approximately Rs 67.92 crore rout-
ed through it. Based on preliminary
findings, an FIR was registered under
relevant provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), following
which a dedicated team from the
Cyber Police Station, East District,
launched an investigation.

The account was maintained in the
name of Mahakal Enterprises and was

purportedly opened using the identity
of one Shailendra Kumar Yadav.
However, during questioning, Yadav
allegedly denied opening the account,
visiting the bank branch or signing
any account opening documents.

The police said verification estab-
lished that he was not present at the
bank during the relevant period and
that the signatures on the account
opening forms did not match his
admitted signatures.

Investigators alleged that Yadav's
identity and credentials had been
misused without his knowledge or
consent. The probe subsequently
focused on the officials responsible
for processing and approving the
account.

Verbal deal of ?1.1cr': Builders arrest-

ed in Saidulajab building colapse

New Delhi,(GNS):
Two builders arrested
on Tuesday in connec-
tion with the collapse of
an illegal building in
south Delhi's Saidulajab
have told investigators
that they were engaged
through a verbal con-

written contract and
that work on the two
additional floors had
despite
absence of mandatory

begun

approvals.

Gupta - were arrested
days after police appre-
hended building owner

Karamveer Zaildar.
Investigators said
Khatri is a distant rela-

and Avinash tive of Zaildar and was

existing and proposed expressways,
orbital rail corridors and other locations
either on less developed land or as
extension of the existing settlements,
based on transit-oriented development
approach.

It has taken note of UP govt's plan tg
develop Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Area as a greenfield city
with 20 lakh population and Haryana's
plans to develop areas around KMP
Expressway or WPE as 'Panchgrams'|
These will be detailed in its sub-regional
plan as new greenfield townships.

Proposing high-speed connectivity
across the region, the regional plan said
it is necessary to minimise journey time
across NCR and bring it under 30 min-
utes through superfast trains and heli-
taxis; and within 60 minutes by other
trains and 2-3 hours by car. "Delhi
should have 30-minute connectivity
through superfast trains with majorn
cities of NCR," it said.

overseeing the construc-
tion work along with
Gupta.

Police were informed
that the agreement for
construction was not
formalised through any

the May 30 collapse, the
two accused fled Delhi
and stayed in Himachal
Pradesh for some time
to evade arrest.

"They kept changing
locations, making it dif-
ficult to track them.
They were eventually
traced after returning to
Delhi and were appre-

hended from Vasant

Kunj" a senior police
officer said.

the Police also found
that Khatri had

switched to using a
non-smartphone
allegedly in an attempt
to avoid being tracked
by police. The building
collapsed on May 30
while two additional
floors were under con-
struction, burying a
canteen and damaging
a neighbouring coach-
ing institute.

Following

Delhi cop injured in hit-and-run
in southeast Delhi, car identified

New Delhi,(GNS): A traffic
police head constable was injured in
a hit-and-run incident at the Sarai
Julena Red Light in southeast Delhi
on Wednesday after being struck by
a speeding vehicle allegedly being
driven on the wrong side of the road.
According to police, information
regarding a Medico-Legal Case
(MLC) was received from Fortis
Escorts Hospital through General
Diary (GD) No. 39 at Police Station,
New Friends Colony (NFC). A police
team reached the hospital and found
the injured official, Head Constable
Rahul Kumar, undergoing treat-
ment.

As per the statement of the injured
officer, the incident occurred around
10:30 am while he was on traffic
management duty at the Sarai Julena
lights. He alleged that a vehicle being
driven rashly, negligently and at high
speed from the wrong side hit him
before fleeing the scene.

The injured head constable was

taken to Fortis Escorts Hospital,
where he was medically examined

and provided necessary
treatment.The police have registered
an FIR at the Police Station, New
Friends Colony, under Sections 281,
125A, 132, 221 and 121A of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
along with Section 184 of the Motor
Vehicles Act. During the preliminary
investigation, officers reviewed
CCTV footage from the area and
identified the offending vehicle as a
black-coloured Kia. Efforts to trace
and apprehend the accused are cur-
rently under way.

bronchoscopy using
advanced cryoextraction
technology.

The procedure involved New

using a cryoprobe to
freeze and securely attach

Delhi,(GNS):
Before they could even pack
their bags or set off for their
favourite tourist destina-

Beware of fake helicopter booking sites

Delhi Police bust online scam, 3 arrested:

who were arrested from
Nalanda in Bihar. During
questioning, the duo
allegedly disclosed the

ment failed and his oxy-
gen levels plunged to
65%, doctors discovered
an unexpected cause: a
pea stuck deep inside his
airway.The elderly
patient, a known case of
chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD)
for the past four years
and hypertension, had
been experiencing wors-
ening breathlessness for
nearly 15 days. He con-
sulted doctors and
received treatment for a
"COPD-related respirato-
ry problem". However,
his symptoms continued
to worsen.

He was eventually
rushed to Medanta,
Noida, with severe

breathlessness, wheezing
and respiratory failure.
His condition was serious
enough to require contin-
uous non-invasive venti-

lation support.

Given his medical his-
tory, doctors suspected a
severe COPD exacerba-

tion, a common and
potentially life-threaten-
ing complication among
patients with chronic
lung disease. However,
the breakthrough came
when doctors revisited
his earlier CT scans and
noticed a suspicious
abnormality in the right
main bronchus. A repeat
scan confirmed the find-
ing, prompting doctors to
perform a bronchoscopy.

What they found sur-
prised even the treating
team: a pea lodged inside

in adults, particularly
elderly patients with pre-
existing lung conditions,"
said Dr Manu Madan,
senior consultant of res-
piratory and sleep medi-
cine at Medanta, Noida.
"In this case, the patient's
symptoms closely mim-
icked a severe COPD
exacerbation, making
diagnosis challenging.
His lack of improvement
despite standard treat-
ment prompted us to
investigate further."
Removing the obstruc-
tion was not without risk.
The patient remained
dependent on ventilatory
support and any inter-
vention carried the possi-
bility of worsening his
condition. After obtain-
ing high-risk consent
from the family, doctors
performed therapeutic

to the foreign body before
removing it in one piece.
Doctors said the tech-
nique allowed safe
extraction of the object
from the airway.

The effect was immedi-
ate. The patient's breath-
ing improved significant-
ly following removal of
the pea. He was gradually
taken off respiratory sup-
port, no longer requires
oxygen therapy and con-
tinues to recover well on
follow-up visits.

While inhaled food
particles are more com-
monly seen in children,
specialists say they can
occasionally occur in eld-
erly patients and mimic
serious respiratory disor-
ders, making them diffi-
cult to diagnose and
potentially life-threaten-
ing, if missed.

tion, a single click on what
appeared to be a legitimate
helicopter booking website
allegedly cost unsuspecting
travellers their money.

The Delhi Police have now
arrested three alleged cyber
fraudsters accused of oper-
ating fake online helicopter
booking portals and duping
users by posing as genuine
travel service providers.

According to Delhi Police,
the accused allegedly creat-
ed and managed fraudulent
websites, including "irctc-
helicopter.com" and "irctc-
heliyatra.com", which were
designed to resemble gen-
uine travel booking portals.

The websites were
allegedly promoted through
paid s on Meta/Facebook to
lure unsuspecting wusers
searching for travel book-
ings online.

The case came to light

after a victim reported being
cheated of Rs 20,328 while
attempting to book travel
services through the fake
portals. Following the com-
plaint, FIR was registered
under relevant provisions of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
at Cyber Police Station,
South District.

A police team conducted
the investigation by
analysing financial transac-
tions, bank accounts,
domain registration
records, Gmail accounts, IP
logs and technical evidence
obtained from Hostinger

and Google.
The investigation led
police to Omprakash

Kumar and Rohit Kumar,

involvement of Shreyansh
Tiwari alias Shivam, identi-
fied by police as the devel-
oper and manager of the
fake websites, who was sub-
sequently arrested from

Greater Noida in Uttar
Pradesh.
The police said the

accused were operating an
organised interstate cyber
fraud network that used
fake travel booking portals
to deceive victims across
the country. After receiving
initial payments for book-
ings, victims were allegedly
asked to transfer additional
amounts on various pre-
texts, including refunds,
fresh bookings, registration
charges and other fabricat-
ed reasons. The funds were
then routed through mule
bank accounts and digital
payment channels.




