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“Somnath is that song of hope which teaches us that the
power of creation is far greater than the power of destruction”

- Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi (Chairman, Shri Somnath Trust)

Somnath is a symbol of India’s indomitable civilisation

Even after facing destructive attacks for over 1000 years,
Somnath continues to stand tall as an embodiment of our pride and courage

75 years ago, the resolve of the Iron Man Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
paved the way for the modern Somnath

Today, under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
this sacred land proudly heralds India’s cultural resurgence

Be a witness to this golden occasion

"The 75th anniversary of the Somnath Temple's reconstruction,
envisioned by Sardar Patel, is a celebration of the victory of

India’s unwavering faith and cultural independence”
- Shri Harsh Sanghavi, Hon'ble Deputy Chief Minister

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS
« Grand Roadshow of the Hon’ble Prime Minister (9:00 AM)

« A Divine Confluence of Spiritual Music and Dance (9:15 AM)
« Sacred Kumbhabhishek and Mahapuja of Shri Somnath (9:30 AM)
« Spectacular Air Show by the Surya Kiran Aircraft Team (9:30 AM)

e Hon’ble Prime Minister to Address Grand Public Gathering
(10:00 AM, Sadbhavana Ground)

SCAN HERE

Date: Venue: - : SR
Shris thT leC I "f to contribute to the divinity and
1N Mﬂy, 2026 O el B s, - : grandeur of Somnath, and become
Prabhas Patan a part of its glorious history
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Raj Kumar Sinha

There has been a his-
toric change in the current
Tamil Nadu politics. Leaving
behind the decades-long
dominance of the two parties
of Dravidian politics, Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
and All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(ATIADMK), actor-turned-
politician Joseph Vijay's
party Tamilaga Vetti
Kazhagam (TVK) has
emerged as the largest party
by winning 107 seats in the
234-member assembly.
Tamil Nadu Governor
Rajendra Arlekar had reject-
ed the claim of Joseph Vijay,
president of the Tamilaga
Vetti Kazhagam (TVK) party,
to form the government.

Therise of Vijayin Tamil Nadu's Dravidian politics

While TVK founder Joseph
Vijay had met Governor
Arlekar twice and requested
him to invite him to form the
government. A petition was
also filed in the Supreme
Court challenging the
Governor's delay in inviting
Joseph Vijay to form a gov-
ernment. It is well known
that in a parliamentary
democracy governed by the
Constitution, the question of
whether a political party or
coalition enjoys a majority
can only be determined on
the floor of the House.
Meanwhile, there were
reports of talks between the
DMK and AIADMK and
attempts to form a govern-
ment under the leadership of
Edappadi Palaniswami,
which was contrary to the

mandate. There was also talk
of imposing President's rule
in Tamil Nadu. The Congress,
the Left, and the VCK have
extended their support to
Vijay's government in Tamil
Nadu. The IUML has also
announced its unconditional
support to the TVK. The sup-
port of 118 MLAs required to
form a government in Tamil
Nadu has now reached 121.
This clears the way for the
TVK to form a government.
Vijay won two assembly seats
in this election. However,
after becoming Chief
Minister, he will have to
vacate one seat. TVK
emerged as the largest party
in the Tamil Nadu Assembly
elections, but Joseph Vijay
faced significant challenges
in forming a government.

However, Rahul Gandhi
played a crucial role in
resolving these difficulties.
TVK Chief Vijay was sworn in
as the ninth Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu on Sunday. Nine
other ministers were also
sworn in. The rise of Joseph
Vijay's party, TVK, is being
considered a significant
development in Tamil Nadu
politics. It is not merely a film
actor's entry into politics, but
also a reflection of the state's
changing socio-political cli-
mate, the aspirations of the
youth, and the emerging vac-
uum within Dravidian poli-
tics. Vijay is one of Tamil cin-
ema's most popular stars. His
films have often addressed
issues such as social justice,
anti-corruption, and youth
empowerment. His fan net-

work, which had been work-
ing in an organized manner
for years, has now been
transformed into a political
structure. TVK has not yet
fully aligned itself with any
one ideological pole. He
seeks to project an "inclusive"
image while maintaining
Dravidian identity, social jus-
tice, and Tamil identity. He
has engaged the new genera-
tion in Dravidian politics by
emphasizing youth employ-
ment, transparent system,
and good governance. In this
election, the AIADMK's vote
share fell by approximately
12 percent. This time, the
party not only slipped to
third place, but also lost its
status as the main opposition
party.Both the DMK and
ATIADMK adhere to the prin-

ciples of Periyar and
Annadurai, such as social jus-
tice, secularism, and opposi-
tion to Hindi. Since 1967,
only these two parties have
formed governments in
Tamil Nadu, alternating
between them. Both parties
have had deep ties to the film
industry, where leaders have
often been screenwriters or
actors. The DMK emerged in
1949. C.N. Annadurai, after
disagreeing with some of
Periyar's views, formed the
DMK, which entered elec-
toral politics. The prominent
South Indian actor M.G.
Ramachandran, after a dis-
pute with Karunanidhi, broke
away from the DMK and
formed the ATADMK in 1972.
Jayalalithaa later took over

this party.
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Editorial

Unwinnable war: On

Donald Trump’s ‘Operation

Project Freedom’

When Donald Trump announced
‘Operation Project Freedom’, aimed at
“guiding” stranded merchant vessels
out of the Strait of Hormuz, he warned
that any interference from Iran would
be dealt with “forcefully”. Over the pre-
vious weeks, Mr. Trump had issued
several ultimatums to Tehran to reopen
the waterway, which it closed after the
U.S. and Israel launched the war on
February 28. As Iran refused to budge,
Mr. Trump launched the operation to
militarily reopen the strait. But it lasted
barely 50 hours. Iran responded by fir-
ing at two American destroyers in the
strait and attacking a UAE tanker off
Oman’s coast. The UAE, a close strate-
gic partner of both the U.S. and Israel,
also said it was attacked twice. With the
ceasefire coming under strain amid
hostilities, Mr. Trump, on Wednesday,
said he was pausing the operation “at
the request of Pakistan”. While Mr.
Trump continues to make sweeping
claims about winning the war, the fact
that the Strait of Hormuz remains
closed — and that the operation to
reopen it did not last even three days —
points to a very different reality on the
ground. The U.S. not onl
achieve any of its declare
during the 40 days of war, but is now
grappling with a crisis created by the
war itself — the closure of the strait.

Unlike Mr. Trump, who has made
several self-contradictory statements
since the war began, Iran has remained
consistent in its demands. Supreme
Leader Mojtaba Khamenei said last
week that Iran would “protect” its mis-
sile and nuclear capabilities and contin-
ue to exercise control over the Strait of
Hormuz. Tehran appears convinced
that the war has strengthened its hand
and that time is on its side. Mr. Trump
has made a series of miscalculations. In
the first week of the war, he said he
would accept nothing short of Iran’s
“unconditional surrender”. But as the
conflict
demanding a deal. Both sides agreed to
a ceasefire on April 8, but the U.S.,
which imposed a blockade on Iranian
ports on April 12, failed to exact any
meaningfu
Contrary to his rhetoric, he holds few
strong cards in this war of attrition. If
the crisis persists, it will inflict lasting
damage on the U.S.

failed to
objectives

dragged on, he started

concession from Iran.
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Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
was an inclusive ruler

Ram Puniyani

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
is Maharashtra's most popular
ruler. These days, he is being
presented as a prominent Hindu
nationalist hero in other parts of
the country. His popularity is
not limited to any one segment
of society; he is beloved by
many. His birth anniversary is
celebrated with great pomp
throughout the state, and folk
songs praising him are sung in
all parts of the state.
Controversies arise because dif-
ferent segments of society inter-
pret his life and deeds different-
ly.

One controversy surrounding
him was the appointment of
Babasaheb Purandare as the
head of the committee formed to
install his statue. Many alleged
that Purandare was portraying
Shivaji in a Brahminist light.
Another controversy arose when
a history booklet prepared by
human rights activist Teesta
Setalvad stated that Brahmins
refused to crown him because he
was not a Kshatriya. A tableau
displayed during Ganeshotsav
once depicted Shivaji stabbing
Afzal Khan with a dagger, which
incited hatred among a large sec-
tion of society.

Two issues are currently
being debated. The first is a
speech given by Bageshwardham
Baba at an RSS event in Nagpur.
It's worth noting that this Baba,
named  Dhirendra Krishna
Shastri, uses superstitious meth-
ods to attract followers. He
draws out a slip of paper and,
using various tricks, provides
people with information about
his personal life. His following
has grown so much that even
former Supreme Court Chief
Justice B.R. Gavai visited him
with his family to seek his bless-
ings. Anti-superstition activist
Shyam Manav says that since the

BJP came to power at the center,
superstition has increased, and
various types of Babas are prolif-
erating.

At an RSS event, this fake
baba stated that Shivaji Maharaj
was tired of fighting wars, so he
went to his guru, Samarth
Swami Ramdas, placed his
crown at his feet, and requested
him to take over his empire. This
statement contained two major
errors. First, Ramdas was not
Shivaji's guru. This is a lie
spread by Brahminists. The mat-
ter even went to court, which
ruled that Ramdas was not
Shivaji's guru. There is no men-
tion of such an incident in
Shivaji's life. This statement was
made in the presence of RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari, and
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, and none of
them raised any objections.

When the issue erupted, Baba
apologized, saying that he drew
inspiration from Shivaji's
Hindavi Swaraj, among other
things, regarding a Hindu
nation. This was another lie.
Shivaji's Hindavi Swaraj was
related to a geographical area.
"Hind" meant a geographical
area, not a religion. Shivaji's life
also confirms this. He respected
all religions. His army included
about 12 Muslim generals,
including Siddhi Sambal,
Ibrahim Gardi, and Daulat
Khan. He built a mosque for his
Muslim officers and subjects in
his fort of Raigad. Maulana
Haider Ali was his trusted secre-
tary. He deeply respected
women. His soldiers brought the
beautiful daughter-in-law of the
Muslim ruler of Bassein to him
as a gift. But his moral character
was so high that he returned her
to her family with full respect.
The Brahminical perspective on
which Bageshwar Dham Baba's
comment was based is the same

narrative promoted by the RSS.

The second controversy con-
cerns Sanjay Gaikwad, MLA
from Buldhana (Eknath Shinde),
a BJP ally of the Shiv Sena.
Gaikwad sparked controversy by
threatening to cut out the pub-
lisher of Govind Pansare's book,
Shivaji Kon Hota? (Who Was
Shivaji?), published in 1988.
Gaikwad objected to the book's
title referring to Shivaji Maharaj
as simply Shivaji and the book's
distortion of history. He sum-
moned the book's distributor,
Prashant Ambi, and threatened
him with the same fate as
Govind Pansare. It is noteworthy
that Govind Pansare was mur-
dered during his morning walk.
Most of the people involved in
the murder conspiracy belonged
to Hindu nationalist groups. It is
alleged that Gaikwad used abu-
sive language over the phone
and threatened the publisher,
Prashant Ambi, a resident of
Kolhapur, with the threat of "a
similar fate to Pansare." A
recording of this conversation is
available.

This book was written by
Communist Party of India leader
and rationalist activist Govind
Pansare after extensive research
and titled in Marathi, "Shivaji
Kon Hota." Only the closest peo-
ple are addressed by name.
Gaekwad objects to this, calling
it an insult to Shivaji. Published
in 1988, the book has sold mil-
lions of copies and has been
translated into many languages.
In a way, it has become a foun-
dational book about Shivaji for
the general public. It depicts
Shivaji's compassionate attitude
towards the ryots (poor peas-
ants) and his respect for all reli-
gions. His grandfather, Maloji
Rao Bhonsle, prayed at the
shrine of a Sufi saint (Shah
Sharif) for a child because he
was childless. Later, when he
had two sons, he named them

Shahji and Sharifji. Shivaji was
Shahji Bhonsle's son.

Shivaji established his empire
by attacking neighboring Hindu
kings like Chandra Rao More.
During his battle with Adil
Shah's general, Afzal Khan,
Shivaji's Muslim bodyguard,
Rustam-e-Zaman, gave him the
iron claw with which he killed
Afzal Khan. Interestingly, Afzal
Khan had local Brahmins per-
form a yajna for Shivaji's defeat,
and his secretary was Krishnaji
Bhaskar Kulkarni! Shivaji was a
man of unparalleled human val-
ues. He killed Afzal Khan, but
later built his tomb, which still
stands today. Gaekwad and
Hindu nationalists ignore these
aspects of Shivaji's personality
to portray him as an anti-
Muslim king, which he was not.
In Maharashtra, and now
throughout India, the narrative
that Shivaji was an anti-Muslim
king is being propagated. A
study of Shivaji's life and deeds
proves this narrative to be com-
pletely false. He was most con-
cerned about the poor farmers
and to protect them, he stopped
the excesses of middlemen,
which provided great relief to
the poor farmers.

The portrayal of Shivaji
Maharaj as anti-Muslim by pro-
ponents of Brahminism is a dis-
tortion of the truth. This is pre-
cisely Gaikwad's goal. Dhirendra
Shastri and the Sangh Parivar
are spreading such misinforma-
tion to further their Hindu
Rashtra agenda, whereas
Shivaji's Hindu-like intention
was never to create a Hindu
Rashtra.

The most interesting aspect of
this entire controversy is that
booksellers are receiving a large
number of orders for Govind
Pansare's book. Furthermore,
human rights groups are organ-
izing mass readings of the book.
This is a very healthy response.

Dilip Kumar Pathak

Deepening doubts about constitutional institutions and changing political mood

edly attended events of

the institutions' dignity?

has dismissed the govern-

develops among opposi-

overnight switch of pow-

Democracy isn't just

Indian democracy is at
a crossroads today, where
the electoral process and
constitutional norms are
being discussed more
than the election results.
Recent political events in
India—whether it's the
unprecedented con-
frontation between
Mamata Banerjee and the
Governor of West Bengal,
or the imprisonment of
opposition leaders—have
raised serious questions
in the minds of the public.
Are our democratic insti-
tutions truly independ-
ent? Or have the pawns
on the chessboard of
power now outweighed

Let's first discuss West
Bengal. The constitution-
al crisis there has reached
a concerning point, a wor-
rying chapter in Indian
parliamentary history.
After losing the election,
Mamata Banerjee clearly
stated that she hadn't lost,
but rather that the
Election Commission had
defeated her. She said, "I
won't resign. If the
Governor wishes, he can
suspend me. I will
approach the Supreme
Court or the International
Court regarding the issue
of electoral rigging." This
is the first time a Chief
Minister has refused to
resign and the Governor

ment. The Governor's dis-
missal was inevitable.
However, such dramatic
events weaken democra-
cy. Both the ruling party
and the opposition should
consider the message this
will send to ordinary citi-
zens.

Have democratic
processes become a bat-
tlefield for active politics?
This is the question every
conscious citizen is asking
today. Meanwhile, the
voices raised in the coun-
try regarding EVMs and
vote theft show no signs of

abating. While the
Election Commission
repeatedly claims its

integrity, when distrust

tion parties and a large
segment of civil society, it
is not a good sign for
democracy.

The BJP's lopsided vic-
tory has also divided soci-
ety. Supporters see it as a
triumph of development,
while opponents see it as
the result of the misuse of
resources and institu-
tions. It would also be
ridiculous to suggest that
the country has attained
Ram Rajya, as ground-
level issues like inflation,

unemployment, and
social tension remain
unresolved.

Defection has dealt the
biggest blow to the moral-
ity of politics. The

erful leaders from region-
al parties to join the BJP
has now become a symbol
of opportunism, not ideo-
logical politics. When the
public elects a person for
a particular ideology, and
that leader switches sides
due to personal gain or
pressure, it is a direct
insult to public opinion.
This culture of coming
and going casts a serious
doubt on democratic
integrity. Amidst all this,
the credibility of the judi-
ciary has also come under
scrutiny. Recently, Arvind
Kejriwal stated in court, "I
don't trust you to deliver
justice." Kejriwal claimed
that the judge had repeat-

the RSS-affiliated Bar
Council, reflecting a par-
ticular ideology. This
points to a very alarming
situation. When the coun-
try's top leaders and com-
mon people begin to
doubt the impartiality of
the courts, understand
that even the last pillar of
democracy is faltering.
Justice is not enough to be
done; it must also be seen
to be done.In today's poli-
tics, the credibility of
independent institutions
is facing a grave crisis.
The impartiality of the
Election Commission,
investigative agencies,
and even the Raj Bhavan
is under question.

about casting votes and
forming governments; it's
a game of trust and digni-
ty. If public confidence in
these institutions is bro-
ken, how will we maintain
our pride as the world's
largest democracy? The
time has come for both
the ruling party and the
opposition to introspect.
Victory and defeat are
inevitable in politics, but
if, in our hunger for victo-
ry, we undermine the very
foundations of democra-
¢y, future generations will
never forgive us.
Institutions must
strengthen their back-
bone, and leaders their
morality.
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Raghav Chadha takes 'Rangla Punjab °

to Kangla Punjab’' jibe at Kejriwal

New Delhi(GNS):After
the ED arrested Punjab minis-
ter Sanjeev Arora for alleged
money laundering, BJP leader
and Rajya Sabha MP from
Punjab Raghav  Chadha
attacked Aam Aadmi Party for
what he called the "betrayal of

Punjab, Punjabis and
Punjabiyat."
Chadha said AAP had

promised to build a prosper-
ous Punjab, but it has instead
pushed the state towards
financial ruin. Accusing AAP
of pushing "Rangla Punjab
towards Kangla (bankrupt)
Punjab", Chadha said the state
had given the party a mandate
to govern, not run loot.
Reacting to reports that Rs
21 lakh in cash was thrown
from a ninth-floor balcony
during an Enforcement
Directorate raid, Chadha ques-
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tioned the legitimacy and
source of the money.

He said no honest person
would discard money earned
through lawful means in such
a manner. "If this money had
been earned honestly, nobody
would throw it from the ninth
floor during a raid. Forget Rs
21 lakh, no one would throw
away even Rs 21 earned hon-
estly,” Chadha said, adding
that the incident raises serious

alone.

hours a day.

14 days, 24x7 surveillance,

questions regarding cor-
ruption and misuse of pub-
lic funds. Chadha referred
to documents reportedly
emerging during the inves-
tigation that allegedly point
towards round-tripping of
nearly hundreds of crores
through companies based
in UAE, Canada and
Australia and said the
alleged movement of funds
through overseas entities
indicates a large-scale corrup-
tion network operating behind
the scenes. "The documents
suggest companies were creat-
ed in UAE, Canada and
Australia to facilitate round-
tripping of funds. This is a
betrayal of Punjab's mandate,"
Chadha said. He added that
the latest ED revelations vali-
date concerns repeatedly
raised earlier by leaders

including seven Rajya Sabha
MPs who had recently dis-
tanced themselves from the
party. "We repeatedly warned
that AAP had fallen into the
hands of the corrupt and com-
promised individuals.
Whenever we tried raising
these issues within the party,
we were silenced,” he said,
adding that while the state
remains burdened with Rs 5
lakh crore debt, allegations
about siphoning off of public
money overseas are surfacing.

"Punjab deserves accounta-
bility. While investigative
agencies will do their work,
ultimate judgment will come
from the people of Punjab,"
said Chadha, adding that the
people of Punjab will reject
corruption, betrayal and mis-
use of public trust in the 2027
elections.

New Delhi(GNS): On May 7, as
doctors wheeled her into the opera-
tion theatre, Kalpana Gupta knew she
was fighting two battles at once.
Hours later, a baby girl weighing 1.28
kg was delivered and immediately
shifted to specialised neonatal care -
a fragile but life-affirming moment
that marked the end of a journey
defined by fear, endurance and med-
ical precision.For the 32-year-old
from Madhya Pradesh, the arrival of
her daughter carries a deeper mean-
ing. Kalpana earlier lost a child to
stillbirth. When she conceived again,
hope returned - only to be upended
midway through her fifth month by a
diagnosis of acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia (ALL), an aggressive blood
cancer that required urgent treat-
ment.

The diagnosis turned her pregnan-
cy into a medical emergency, forcing
doctors to carefully balance the
mother's survival with the safety of
the unborn child. What followed was
a months-long race against time,
marked by constant monitoring and
coordinated care.

arrying hope: Against medical odds, woman
delivers baby after rare cancer diagnosis

Kalpana was treated at BLK-Max
Super Speciality Hospital, where doc-
tors opted for a calibrated approach -
initiating chemotherapy  while
attempting to prolong the pregnancy
for as long as it remained medically
safe. "Acute lymphoblastic leukaemia
during pregnancy is an extremely
rare and high-risk condition. The
challenge lies in controlling an
aggressive cancer while carefully bal-
ancing foetal safety. Through coordi-
nated multidisciplinary care and
timely chemotherapy, we were able to
stabilise the disease and safely pro-
long the pregnancy to improve
neonatal outcomes," said Dr Dharma
Choudhary, chairman, haemato-
oncology, BLK-Max Super Speciality
Hospital.

For several months, Kalpana
underwent treatment under continu-
ous supervision as doctors tracked
both disease progression and foetal
development. At 32 weeks, however,
foetal monitoring showed growth
restriction and altered blood flow
patterns, prompting doctors to take
an immediate decision to deliver.

Toe-to-finger transplant helps 18-year-old regain function and confidence

Rs 1.4 crore gone in elder-

ly woman's 'digital arrest’

New Delhi(GNS): For 14 days, a 76-year-
old homemaker in a south Delhi neighbour-
hood lived as a prisoner in her own home,
monitored 24x7 through a smartphone lens.
Between April 20 and May 4, cybercriminals
posing as Mumbai Police and ED officers
drained Rs 1.4 crore from her accounts - sav-
ings her late husband had built over a lifetime
of service - after accusing her of funding
ammunition for a deadly terror attack.An FIR
has been registered, recipient bank accounts
identified and a probe is underway. The
ordeal began with a landline call on April 20.
The voice on the other end claimed to be a
senior Mumbai Police officer and recited her
full name, address and the fact that she lived

She was told that her bank accounts were
used to fund a terrorist attack in Pahalgam in
Jammu and Kashmir, which had resulted in
26 deaths. "They told her a non-bailable war-
rant had been issued against her,"
told Media. "They insisted they needed to
perform a 'financial cleaning' of her accounts
to prove her innocence. While one person
would pretend to believe her, another would
scream that they needed to take immediate
action. It was absolute psychological torture."
To maintain total control, the conversation
was shifted from the landline to a smart-
phone. For the next two weeks, the victim was
placed under a 'digital arrest'.
ordered to keep a video call active for over 16

a relative

"Even during visits to banks, she was
instructed to carry a bag with the phone
inside, the video call running silently. She
was instructed to watch only bhajans on TV,
if needed, to calm herself down," the relative
said. The woman managed to hide the crisis
from her two children, who live abroad, and
relatives. "At one point, on a call, she men-
tioned a Wi-Fi issue. When I offered to send a
friend over to fix it, she insisted it was already
handled,” the relative said. Even the two
domestic helps noticed nothing unusual.
Over the 14-day period, the victim visited
multiple bank branches to break fixed
deposits, including one worth Rs 30 lakh. The
family expressed outrage that despite a histo-
ry of modest spending, these massive, atypi-
cal transactions were never flagged.

She was

New Delhi(GNS): In a dis-
play of surgical precision and
innovation, doctors at a Delhi
hospital have restored hand
function in an 18-year-old col-
lege student through a rare toe-
to-finger transplant.

The patient, a tourism stu-
dent, had a severe deformity in
her left middle finger that grad-
ually worsened, causing soft
tissue contraction, restricted
movement, and difficulty per-
forming  everyday  tasks.
Beyond the physical chal-
lenges, the deformity also took
a toll on her confidence.

"Not having a finger affected
my confidence for many years,
and I often felt awkward in
front of others. After this
reconstruction surgery, I feel

New Delhi(GNS): A 15-
year-old boy was allegedly
stabbed to death in the
Usmanpur area of Northeast
Delhi on Saturday night, with
police later apprehending the
main suspect in connection
with the case.

According to police sources,
information regarding the
incident was received at
around 10 pm from a hospital,
where the injured teenager
had been brought by his fami-
ly members.

However, doctors declared
him dead on arrival. Following
the incident, police registered
a case of murder and launched
an investigation. Preliminary
inquiry revealed that a dispute
had broken out hours before
the murder between the vic-
tim's younger brother and
another youth in the area.

Police said the teenager had
intervened in an attempt to

New Delhi(GNS):
Hampton Sky Realty Limited,
formerly known as Ritesh
Properties and Industries
Limited, on Saturday issued a
detailed statement defending
itself against recent
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
proceedings, asserting that its
mobile-phone export opera-
tions were genuine, fully docu-
mented and compliant with
the Indian law. Punjab
Minister Sanjeev Arora has
served as Director and
Promoter of the company
which is under the ED lens.

In a press statement, the
company said the mobile-
phone manufacturing and
export had been identified by
the Government of India as a
flagship priority sector under
"Make in India" and the
Production-Linked Incentive
scheme. The company said the
country's mobile-phone export
turnover grew from approxi-
mately Rs 1,500 crore in FY
2014-15 to approximately Rs 2
lakh crore in FY 2024-25, a
127-fold increase and recog-
nising this national thrust, the
company entered the mobile-
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much more confident and pos-
itive. It has really helped me to
carry out daily activities more
comfortably,"” the patient said.
A multidisciplinary surgical
team led by Dr Rahul Kapoor,

resolve  the altercation.
Investigators suspect that the
earlier confrontation escalated
later in the evening, eventual-
ly leading to the fatal stabbing.

During the course of the
investigation, police identified
and apprehended a 17-year-

head of department and con-
sultant, onco-reconstructive
and plastic surgery, Manipal
Hospital, undertook the com-
plex reconstruction. They har-
vested her second toe and

15-year-old stabbed to death in Delhi's
Usmanpur; mlnorsuspect apprehended

old suspect allegedly involved
in the attack.

Cops are currently question-
ing the accused to ascertain
the exact sequence of events
and to determine whether any
other individuals were
involved in the crime.

transplanted it to her hand in
an eight-hour operation.

"Routine microsurgery uses
vessels over 1-1.5 mm, but here
we worked with 0.5-1 mm
ones, raising the complexity,"
Dr Kapoor explained.

They removed the damaged
metacarpal bone from the hand
and replaced it with a matching
toe metatarsal segment.
Microvascular anastomosis
(connecting tiny blood vessels)
was critical to ensure the sur-
vival of the transplanted tissue.
One of the most distinctive
aspects of the case was the use
of the patient's existing finger
skin, which had become redun-
dant due to the deformity.
Instead of discarding it, sur-
geons repurposed this skin to

cover the transplanted toe.
"This gave us an advantage. We
achieved both adequate bulk
and preserved sensation, which
typically takes six to eight
months to develop after nerve
repair," Kapoor said. The case
also presented unique anatom-
ical challenges. Differences
between toe and finger func-
tion required careful adapta-
tion, while prior tissue changes
in the hand meant surgeons
had to reassess the recipient
site in detail before proceeding.
"Understanding both donor
and recipient anatomy at this
level is crucial. Fingers have
more strength than toes," Dr
Kapoor said, adding that such
procedures continue to evolve
with each case.

Delhi: 673 hectares of
Central Ridge declared
reserved forest by govt

New Delhi(GNS): In a
bid to take care of the green
cover in the national capital,
the Delhi Government on
Saturday declared 673.32
hectares of the Central Ridge
area as reserved forest under
Section 20 of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927.

The area falls under the
Western Forest Division of
the Forest Department and
covers parts surrounding
Sardar Patel Marg and the
President's Estate.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said the government
had already decided that
large-scale plantation of
native and environmentally
suitable tree species will be
carried out wherever suitable
vacant land is available in the

areas declared as Reserved
Forests. Gupta said the deci-
sion would prove to be a mile-
stone in strengthening Delhi's
natural heritage, biodiversity
and ecological security.

She stated that providing
legal protection to Delhi's
ecologically sensitive Ridge
areas had remained pending
for several decades. "With
commitment and determina-
tion, our government has
declared nearly 673.32
hectares of the Central Ridge
area as Reserved Forest.

This decision reflects our
commitment towards envi-
ronmental conservation,
expansion of green cover, and
securing a safe and balanced
future for coming genera-
tions," she said.

Tragedy re-run: Returning from

phone export business in May
2023. According to the state-
ment, Hampton Sky Realty
exported 44,471 units of
branded mobile phones and
accessories, including Apple
iPhones, AirPods, Samsung
and OnePlus devices. The
company asserted that each
shipment underwent multiple
levels of independent verifica-
tion by statutory and interna-
tional entities. These checks, it
said, included physical exami-
nation by Customs officials at
the Air Cargo Complex in New
Delhi, IMEI scanning through
the ICEGATE system, and ver-

ification by original equipment
manufacturers such as Apple
and Samsung through their
global activation databases.
The company claimed that the
verified IMEIs confirmed that
the exported handsets were
activated outside India after
export, thereby establishing
the authenticity of the con-
signments.

The company argued that
the IMEI verification process
could not be manipulated
domestically, describing it as
conclusive proof of genuine
exports. It further stated that
all export proceeds were

Cellphone export ops genulne, says Arora s ﬁrm Hampton Sky

received through authorised
banking channels and corre-
sponding Bank Realisation
Certificates were uploaded on
the DGFT portal.

Rejecting allegations of
"round-tripping" or bogus
exports, the company claimed
the entire export revenue was
paid to domestic suppliers
through banking channels and
that no funds were diverted,
retained offshore or routed
back to associated entities.

The statement also
addressed concerns linked to
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
input-tax-credit claims involv-
ing some suppliers. Hampton
Sky Realty said the disputed
transactions formed only a
small fraction of its overall pro-
curement and maintained that
the alleged irregularities were
entirely supplier-side issues.
The company revealed that it
had itselflodged an FIR in May
2025 at Ludhiana's Focal Point
police station against three
suppliers - SK Enterprises,
Global Traders and GMG
Tradelink Pvt Ltd - alleging
fraud under provisions of the
Indian Penal Code.

New Delhi(GNS): Two [
childhood friends were
returning home on their -
Bullet motorcycle after <
watching the Delhi Capitals
versus KKR IPL match on
Friday night. The young
men had come down the
Signature bridge flyover in
northeast Delhi's Khajuri
Khas around 11.30 pm.

A speeding car, a silver
Maruti Celerio, rammed the bike
from behind near the service lane
close to the Bhajanpura metro sta-
tion. While the impact flung both
riders into the road, the pillion
rider was thrown 15 metres away.
The car reportedly spun around
three times before crashing into a
nearby divider. Doctors declared
the two brought dead. The accident
bears similarities to a hit-and-run
reported earlier last month when
two cousins aged 20 and 14 were
killed while returning home after
watching an IPL match on a motor-
cycle in central Delhi's Ashoka

IPL match, 2 childhood friends
die after car hits bike in Delh1

Road. The bikers who died in
Friday's accident were residents of
Karawal Nagar. They were identi-
fied as Rohit Kashyap (31), and
Hemant Sharma (33).

The car driver, identified as
Himanshu (27), a lawyer, was beat-
en up by locals. People said he was
driving over 80 kmph and appeared
intoxicated. @DCP (northeast)
Ashish Kumar Mishra said, "The
accused driver has been arrested,
and the offending vehicle has been
seized." His blood sample has been
sent for testing. Police said the
accused was going to a friend's
house in Dayalpur.
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Fire in transformer at
DD Prasar Bharti office

no casualties

New Delhi(GNS):A fire broke out in a
transformer outside DD Prasar Bharti's
office in central Delhi's Copernicus Marg on
Saturday afternoon.

According to Delhi Fire Service (DFS), a
call was received about the fire around 2.05
pm, after which eight fire tenders with
around 48 fire personnel rushed to the spot.
The fire was doused by 2.50 pm.

Officials said that since the transformer
was outside the main building, not much
damage was reported and the fire was easily
doused. No injuries or casualties have been
reported either. A probe is underway to
ascertain the exact cause of the fire.

Delhi govt reshuffles 23
IAS, DANICS officers

across key departments

New Delhi(GNS): In a major bureau-
cratic reshuffle, Delhi govt on Friday trans-
ferred and assigned new responsibilities to
23 senior IAS and DANICS officers across
key departments, including Public Works,
Services, Vigilance, Health and Information
and Publicity.According to an order issued
by the Services Department, senior IAS offi-
cer Sandeep Kumar has been appointed
principal secretary of the Public Works
Department (PWD), replacing Navin Kumar
Choudhary, who has been posted as addi-
tional chief secretary of the General
Administration Department (GAD).

Vikas Anand, currently secretary to the
chief minister, has been appointed director
of the Union Territory Civil Services
(UTCS), replacing senior IAS officer Bipul
Pathak. Anand will continue to hold addi-
tional charge of the Information and
Publicity Department.

DANICS officer Prashant Kumar (2010
batch), who is additional secretary in the
Public Grievances Commission in the chief
minister's office, has been given additional
charge as director of the Directorate of
Information and Publicity. The reshuffle
involves 12 IAS officers and 11 DANICS offi-
cers. Among other key changes, Dilraj Kaur
has been appointed managing director of
the Delhi Scheduled Castes Finance and
Development Corporation, with additional
charge of the Delhi Cooperative Housing
Finance Corporation.

Nandini Paliwal has been posted as secre-
tary (Vigilance) and has also been given
additional charge of the Services
Department, along with the chairpersonship
of the Delhi Subordinate Services Selection
Board (DSSSB). Yashpal Garg has been
appointed secretary (Planning) and will
hold additional charge of the Land and
Building Department as well as that of
development commissioner.

In another significant posting, G
Sudhakar, who was serving as district mag-
istrate (Central Delhi), has been appointed
director of the Women and Child
Development Department, with additional
charge as managing director of the State
Urban Livelihoods Mission. Kishore
Kshirasagar Lakshman has been appointed
district magistrate (Old Delhi), while Yash
Chaudhary has been posted as special secre-
tary (Health). The order further stated that
Cheemala Siva Gopal Reddy has been
appointed special secretary to lieutenant
governor Taranjit Singh Sandhu. Rajeev
Singh has been made a member of the Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement Board, with
additional charge as special secretary (Land
and Building).

Kin of Red Fort blast vic-
tims, injured persons,
demand higher compensa-

tion in letter to govts

New Delhi(GNS): An NGO has written
to the Centre and Delhi govt on behalf of vic-
tims of the bomb blast near Red Fort in Nov
last year and their families, seeking
enhanced compensation, citing inadequate
relief for both the deceased and the injured.

Himanta il once again hecome the C. M, of Assam

Delhi's healthcare access improves but
nutrition concerns run deep: NSO

New Delhi(GNS): The nation-
al capital has witnessed one of the
sharpest improvements in health-
care access in the country over the
past two decades, with hospitalisa-
tion rates more than doubling
between 1995-96 and 2017-18, but
nutrition imbalance and lifestyle
risks continue to persist. Findings
published in the latest issue of
Sarvekshana, journal of the
National Statistics Office (NSO),
state that Delhi's hospitalisation
rate rose from 14 persons per 1,000
in 1995-96 - below the national
average of 16 - to 31 persons per
1,000 in 2017-18, exceeding the
national average of 28 and marking
one of the larger increases recorded
during the period.

India's overall hospitalisation
rate increased from 16 to 28 per-
sons per 1,000 over the same peri-
od due to expansion in healthcare
access, public health infrastructure

and insurance coverage. The data
suggest that in Delhi, the concen-
tration index, which measures

inequality in hospitalisation,
dropped from 0.3002 in 1995-96 to
minus 0.0895 in 2017-18 (years for
which the latest data are available).
This shift means substantial reduc-
tion in the rich-poor disparity in
hospitalisation access over two

decades. So the NSO paper broadly
concludes that healthcare inequali-
ty reduced nationally and also in
Delhi as healthcare utilisation
expanded across rural and eco-
nomically weaker populations.
However, Delhi's nutritional imbal-
ance remains severe despite higher
incomes and better healthcare
access.

IPL ticket black mar-
keting racket busted in
Delhi, 3 arrested

New Delhi(GNS): The Delhi Police Crime
Branch has busted a black-marketing racket
involving IPL match tickets and complimentary
passes. The police arrested three persons and
recovered 54 tickets, including 33 complimenta-
ry passes marked "Not for Sale".

The accused have been identified as Mukeem,
a resident of Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh;
Gufran, alias Sajid, a resident of Jamia Nagar in
Delhi; and Mohammad Faisal, a resident of
Seelampur in Delhi. The police laid a trap and
arrested the accused near Delhi Gate on Friday.

The police said the accused allegedly posed as
authorised representatives of the Delhi and
District Cricket Association to sell IPL tickets
and complimentary passes at inflated prices.

Delhi on high alert over possible terror threat, security upped across key locations

New Delhi(GNS):
The national capital is
on high alert following
intelligence inputs indi-
cating a possible terror
threat. This prompted
the Delhi Police and
other security agencies
to intensify vigil across
several sensitive loca-
tions, sources said on
Saturday.

A source said security
has been increased at
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) headquar-
ters on Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya (DDU) Marg
and nearby government .
establishments, with
additional deployment
of armed personnel, bar-

New Delhi(GNS): A Delhi
Police sub-inspector posted at
Karawal Nagar police station
has voluntarily sought demo-
tion to the rank of constable,
saying he was happier in his
previous role.

The request was accepted by
the North-East district police
administration, and orders

ricading and intensified
h i ¢ 1 e
checksTISEMENT
According to sources,
agencies have received

Delhi SI asks for demotion,
he was hap

attempts to

Delhi using

alerts regarding possible
target
prominent offices and
crowded areas in central
suicide

pier in earlier role
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attacks, vehicle-borne
improvised explosive
devices (IEDs), shoot-
ings and coordinated
strikes. Sources said

Says

ments have also been
strengthened at settle-
ments and areas consid-
ered vulnerable from a
law-and-order perspec-
tive; local police are con-
ducting random check-

anti-sabotage checks are
being carried out at
important government
buildings, political
offices, markets, trans-
port hubs and other
crowded places across

the city. ing drives and verifica-
Bomb disposal tion exercises.

squads, sniffer dog units The source said all

and quick reaction district units have been

teams, including the instructed to remain

alert and maintain close
coordination with intel-

Delhi Fire Service, have
also been asked to stay

alert. "Police have been ligence agencies and
directed to maintain central paramilitary
strict vigil on suspicious forces. Senior officers

movements, unattended are continuously moni-

objects and vehicles toring the situation and

parked in sensitive reviewing security

zones," said the source. arrangements across the
Security arrange- city, said the source.

Compressor blast at fac-
tory kills 2 workers

New Delhi(GNS): Two =
workers were killed and |-
another seriously injured | |
after a compressor explod-
ed during a routine testing
exercise inside a factory in
the Sahibabad industrial
area, Ghaziabad, the police
said onSaturday.

The blast took place on
Thursday evening in the

reverting him to the rank of
constable have been issued. In
his written application, SI
Manish stated, "Sir, I was per-
fectly fine as a constable;
please revert me from sub-
inspector to constable. 1
attained this rank by passing
an examination, but I have
become unhappy."

Manish had originally
joined the Delhi Police as a
constable and was later pro-
moted to sub-inspector after
clearing departmental exami-
nations. However, after taking

up the higher rank, he report-
edly expressed dissatisfaction
with the role and sought to
return to his earlier position.

Before approving  his
request, police headquarters
sought reports from all con-
cerned units to ascertain
whether any departmental
inquiry, vigilance probe, crim-
inal case, suspension, com-
plaint, overpayment issue,
medical concern or unautho-
rised absence matter was
pending against the officer.
Units were also asked to fur-

nish a "No demand certifi-
cate". Senior officers said the
deputy commissioner of police
has the authority to demote a
sub-inspector. The officer's
request has been accepted,
and formal orders were issued
accordingly, a senior police
officer confirmed . Police said
Manish is  academically
inclined and is believed to be
preparing for competitive
examinations. According to
officers, he found it difficult to
manage time for studies while
serving in a higher post.

Over 90K Delhi govt school stu-
dents still without writing mate-
rial a month into session

New Delhi(GNS): More
than a month after the academic
session began, over 90,000 stu-
dents in Delhi govt schools are
still without notebooks and basic
stationery, highlighting persist-
ent last-mile delivery gaps
despite closer monitoring by the
education department.

The academic year started on
April 1, but delays in supplying
writing material have left many
students without essential class-
room tools. The problem is com-
pounded by parallel delays in
textbook distribution for the cur-
rent session.

According to a status report
prepared following directions
from the Directorate of
Education (DoE), district-wise
data accessed by Media up to
April 30 shows that 90,911 stu-
dents - around 12.9% of total
enrolment - are yet to receive
writing material, even as distri-
bution has picked up pace in
recent weeks.

The shortfall varies sharply
across districts. West B has the

highest number of students
awaiting material at 16,571, fol-
lowed by West A (12,154) and
North-East I (9,709). In percent-
age terms, West A reports the
largest gap, with over 29% of
students still awaiting supplies,
followed by West B at nearly
24% and North-East I at close to
20%. Other districts such as
South East (13.8%), South West-
B (I) (13.8%) and North West-B
() (12.1%) also continue to
report significant delays.

In contrast, some districts
have achieved near-complete
coverage. South West-B (II) has
reported full distribution, while
North West-B (II) and South
West-A have negligible pending
cases at 1.2% and 0.9%, respec-
tively. An education department
official said the distribution
process was fast-tracked this
year with enhanced monitoring.
"All deputy directors were asked
to submit district-wise updates
on the distribution of writing
materials supplied in kind to
students of Classes I to VIII.

Link Road police station
area. The police said they
received information about
the incident around 6 pm.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Imran (34), Tribhuvan
(38), while Banke (25) is
undergoing treatment.

Amit Saxena, Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Sahibabad, said Tribhuvan
was taken to Max Hospital,
while Imran and Banke were
admitted to Safdarjung
Hospital in Delhi.

"Imran died during treat-

ment at Safdarjung Hospital,
while Tribhuvan succumbed
to his injuries at Max
Hospital. Banke is undergo-
ing treatment," Saxena said.
The police said the bodies had
been sent for post-mortem
examination. Officials have
not yet disclosed details about
the factory or the exact nature
of the testing process being
carried out when the com-
pressor exploded. No case has
been registered so far, the
police said.

Delhi tops metro cities in dowry
death cases: NCRB report

New Delhi(GNS):
Delhi has once again
recorded the highest
number of dowry death
cases among major met-
ropolitan cities in the
country, according to the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) report
Crime in India 2024.The
national capital regis-

tered 109 dowry death cases
in 2024, leading to the
deaths of 111 women. Delhi
has remained at the top of
this grim list for the fifth

consecutive year.

The report stated that
Delhi recorded a dowry
death crime rate of 1.4 per
lakh population. Although
the number of cases has
declined compared to the
Covid-19 period, the figures
continue to raise concerns
over the persistence of
dowry-related violence and

domestic abuse.

The year 2021 witnessed
the most severe situation in
when 136 dowry

Delhi,

o

death cases were registered
and 139 women lost their
lives. During that year, the
crime rate had risen to 1.8.
Since then, the numbers

have shown a gradual
decline, but the issue
remains deeply concerning.

Kanpur ranked second
among metropolitan cities
in dowry death cases, as the
city recorded 54 cases with
54 victims. However,
Kanpur's crime rate stood
at 4, significantly higher
than Delhi. Patna secured
the third position with 30
reported cases and 30 vic-
tims, while the crime rate in
the city was recorded at 3.1.

The NCRB report noted

that dowry death cases

are now registered
under Section 80 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita (BNS). Earlier,
these offences were cov-
ered under Section
304B of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC). Under
the law, a case of dowry
death is registered when
a woman dies under abnor-
mal circumstances within
seven years of marriage and
evidence suggests that she
was subjected to cruelty or
harassment over dowry
demands before her death.

Delhi remaining at the
top among metropolitan
cities for five consecutive
years indicates that the
dowry system continues to
pose a serious challenge.
The figures underline the
urgent need for not only
strict legal enforcement, but
also a broader change in
social attitudes toward
dowry and gender-based
violence.




