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Flood of faith in Kedarnath
Dham, 1.24 lakh devotees
visited in four days

Rudrapravag,{GMS): An
unprecedented nurnber of dewn-

tees iz being recorded in
Kedammath Dham since the
bepinning of the Tatra thiz wear.
Injust four dass, 1,724,752 dewn-
tees hawe wisited Baba Kedar,
which shows the increasing
trend of eliFiow: f&ith acme: the
countryv. The doors of Eaba
Kedar hawe been opened on zz
April. Acoording to official fig-
ures, 31,100 devotess wsited
from sprnon =4 April to 5pm

Bhaquat saad :

India will definitely become the
world leader, there is no doubt

People had dmbfs abovt the construcfion of Ram terple, sivalarly this goad is also fixed now

Magpur,{G NS J:Eash

Tiwm  Swavanmsevak
Sargh chief Mohan
Ehagwat has sadd that
India will certainly
becorne aworld leader,
and no one should
doubt this. Hesaid that
there was a Hoe when
people were skeptical
abouat the corstnaction
of a grard Shii Ram
ternple in Avodlom,
beliewing it to be
irnpossible.

But od ar, that terrr
plestands before 1= all.
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Bhagwat Ea.i.d th.is at
the groumdbreaking
cerermony  for  the
Eharat Durga Shaldi
Sthal Terople, to be
built on the MNational

als

Mimster Niﬂn
Gadkari, Swmrnd
Somdheshanand  Gird
Maharaj, Swarrd

Mittanandji Maharaj,
Sadbrd Ritanbara and

Don't doubt India's future
The E3S chief said, " Lat there be no
doubt about the countrys fithire and lise

Socording to hitn, if people mowe forward
step by step according to their resals=,
India will becormre stmonger and morallsy
ernpovwered.’ He said that India's dream of
becorming a world leader will be realized
through sustained efforts and collectiss dis-
cipline. He expressed confidence that suach
a tmansfo moation can be zeen in the orrent
genermtion. He said, "Don't doubt India's
future. Live with courage and self-reliance
and embrace these salues in vour daily
lives. India will errerss strong ard lead the

BIP President Hitin Haveen's

teamwill include 3 3% Women

formula applies from the Paliamentary Board
to theSecretarylevd; over 1o women are
inchuded in the N ationd Exerutive

Me Delhi {GNS} EJF MNational
Prezidbnt Mitin Maneen's teammullnnw1m1uﬂe
=% wormen office bear T
erz. This formla will
apply from the
Farliamentarsy Board to
the Secretary lessl. The
sarme swvetern will be
adopted in the states as
vell, The implerrentsx
fon process has begun
under the supervizsion
of the Oreaniration General Secretar

Following the failure of the Women's
Worship Fill o pass in FParliamnent, the EJF has
adopted a stance of labeling other parties 2=
anti-wonen. In thiz context, increasing
WoImen s participation within the organir ation
iz considered essential,

Currently, there is only one woran mermber
on the FPadiarmmerntary Board. There are o

life with cowrage and self-reliancs.

on =5 April. These incdude | Simgilarlsy, India's “ancer Institute canr Dhirendra Shastri world. People doubted whether the Rarn worren at the Gereral Secretaryleszl, while the
Z4,035 MBI, Shoos WOITen ard resirgerce a a wordd Fs in Magpr. along with sesaral reli- Ternple would be bodlt, bk it weas baailt. marnber of Vice Presidents and Secretaries is
1wz children. Within just four leader is absalhelyosr- Maharashtra Chief gious leaders were also Sirvdlarly, India is certain to becorre a alzo lown, The Hational Exeoutise comprises less
dawe after the opening of the tain, and this jourmey Ilinister Devendra presert on the oooa- word leader.” than 10 of women.

doors, a record 1,24,78z dew- | canmet be stopped. Fadnasis, nion siom.

tees hawe wisited Eaba Kedar. v

Thi= fipure not only eflects the . .

BETEE = % gene "Whyare there not 36, 38 or
also testifies to the mbust and N . ' do ncartuRsl ]

wiell-organired operation of the 100Lcrore house

pilgrirnage arrangements. . r.u- “| | Swati Malival s'traitor — 9'
Ry g = N e 0 GASES Agalnst Mamatas:
Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog h after AP exit
Ashok Lahiri meets Prime Mini ster JEE e St R ahul says BJP's real ju;ht with Congress not TMC in Bengal

|‘I‘{

De]hls memn':-,rrmnlrfs 43°C,  Arone KeETwe IS e Delhi (GNS); Modis government b

) ) ] 55 r R puarsue H cases

hj?lltal sets llplﬂﬂtﬂi]'?kﬂlm]t g?ﬂd Mﬂi?ilﬂlzg Gandhi on  Saturday against himn, o sitnilar
WIthI:ﬂthtlb ﬂﬂd Eﬂﬂ]]ﬂg]:ﬂi & ay e intensified hiz attack on imvestisative aotion has
sha.?-p allegations the Centre during the beenn taken against

Green nets installed at traffic  against her formeer  gao Bengal asserchbly Marata Eanerjes. He
si in Varanasi, UFP boss, claming that  go50p CATMpAiET, claired  thiz  wes
Ehopal/Luckno r.EHJmP“r:{GHS;': beﬁ:-re _ ]:.ecnrrnng questHoning why chief because the T C supre-
Heatvmwes are infensifving in many chief moinister he Trinister Marnata mo does not directly

wore tom pants,
uzed a "bao-ripes

M Delhi,(GMS): MNewly

parts of the country, with thres-quar

Eanerjee has not faced condront the BJF in the

appoihited Wice Chairman of | ters of the coumtry meling under the rondtiple crircinal cases sarne  way as  the
MITI Aavwog Achok Kumear Lahiri | heabersse, Temmperatres hase alreadvy  pen' and  "drowe despite sericus cormup- | : Coreress does.
paid a cowurtesw call to FPrimme exoseded 4477 in 14 cities acmz: five  aroumd in a dilapd- tion charges lnked to 8 "Todav I haw come

Minister Marendra Modi on

T

states in northwest, northern, central b
i ’ ’ evenn & he hineelf con- meeting at Sahid Minar

dated car’, but after  the Trinamool ConETESS here, I arn out on bail.

Saturd aw and westem India. corng to power in (TMC), WMarendra IModi took
The Prirne Minister congrata- These include WVaranasi, Banda, Delhi, "he built a2  He adeed wihy thers are tinue: to face several Grourd, Garndhi alleged away oy official resi-

lated Lahiri bysharingaphoto of | Rohtak, Jharsuguda, Titlagarh, skola,  howe werth a hun- | ot ‘o8, 58 or go cases' 128l procesdings. that while the Prime dence . He tock away moy

their mesting on social moedia, Arnravat, Wardha, Chandrapar, dmed crores. against the TMOC chief Addressing a public Minister Marendra Lok Sabha merbership.

saing that his extenisive experi- Tavatrnal, Earmner, Harndrpur, Agra Spealdrng to news

ence in econormic:s and public | and Rajnandgaon. agenoy ANT, Maliweal

policy will strengthen India's
reforme and the goal of a 'dewel-
oped Irdia. He expressed confi-
dence that Lahiri's efforts will
firther dwnarmre policvroaling
in the country. According o a
government notification, sendor
econormst Lahin was appointed
YVice Chairmnan of MITI Aasog on

Meanwhile, the mercury in Delhi
reached 4=5C on Satrday afflermo on.
This wms the hottest day of the =ar
Consequently, a heatstrolee undt has
beenn zet up at Rarmn Mamohar Lokia
Hospital. It iz equipped with cooling
tubs, zooks ice- making machines, and
portable ice paclks.

A red heat wawe alert has been

contrasted what zle
described as two very
different phases of
Eejrival's life. Her
rernarks came a day
after Eaghaw
Chadha-led rebellion
against the party

Raghav Chadha lost 1.4 million Instagram followers after leaving AAP

Sanjay Singh said - will write a letter to the Chair man to disqualify 7 Rajya Sabha MPs

Mew Delhi,{GMS): Eajva SabhaMFP Eaghaw Chadha, who left the sarn
Aadn‘::.}uParl:j.r[ﬁﬁP] to join the BJF, has lost nearly 1.4 rodllion followers on
Irstagram. He had 146 moillion followers just 24 howurs ago. Bv Sabhrday
ewening, he had 152 moillion followers. Experts beliewe this could be a reac
tHon from vounger users. Of the 10 AAF Rajwa Sabha MPs, Eaghawv Chadha,

) T , - TEEY= leader=hip and mere- Azhok Mittal, and Sandeep Pathak joined the EJFP on Fridaw. Chadha said
EE‘:}‘T v The Emmng o 1;]5"‘9':1 ﬁr&“g;j?hf in Uiﬁrﬁeih ing a 5 =d chomk of | that Harbhajan Singh, Vikrargit Singh Sawhney, Sweti Malivwal, and
d E RS be . mlgﬂ?’ Boc f.-l re:ﬂ-; rfn:l ~ AAP power in Upper Eajender Gupta ame also with 1=, M eanwhile, AAF leader SanjavSingh stabted
we u]:lnew £ Ao perat Ea‘H' Le T EEC:IE '31:'_1:5 House to EJF. that he would write a letter o the Eajya Sabha Chairmnan requesting the dis-
anes Eajiv Gauba, Prof. KV Secml,m V. A a:d: b Tt Malival was among qualification of the Eajva Sabha FFs wiho left the partyr and joined the EJF.
Eaju,Prof. Gobardhan Das,Prof. | been issuved for 11 districts in Madhy=m those who joined the The 48P allegps that these MPs' actions are unoonstibitional and showuld be
;TLKH]{M’ and D;_SM . f‘;gade;h. £ }Easiﬁrﬁg ﬁ?ﬂ? T3 breakaway faoton. dizqualified., MFP Sanjay Singh said that the anti-defection law does not recognire anysplitor facton-

Congratulating all the newly alistn in the Eajva Sabha and Lok Sabha, even with a two-thinrd s moajority.

appointed mernbers, the Prime
Minister said that NITI Axmog
ha beconme an important pillar
of India's policwmoaldng sthao-
ture, plasing a wital role in pmo-
rmoting cooperative federalizmo,
reformns, and ease of living.
Meanwhile, FProfessor
Gobardhan Das expressed grati-
tude for his appointrent on
zocial media, calling it a signifi-
cant moment in his life. He zaid
that despite comning fromn a huner

Fradesh.

Mampur unrest: Protesters clash with police duringmarch to CM's house

organised under the barr
ner of the Coordinating
Cornrnittes on Mandipur
Integrity (OOCOMI), with
agitators taking out four
separate rallies from dif
ferent parts of the city.
Howeser, all proces-
sions were halted at kevw

Anger over children's deaths in Bishnupur blast

Frotesters raised slogans and carried placards seeking justice for a five- wear-old
bovand a siv-moonth-old girl killed in a recent bornb blast in Bishnupar district
The children ard their mother were asleep when the explozion dpped through the
rooTn, leasing the oo ther injured . Thevalso dermanded rehabdlitation and support
for internally displaced persons affected by the prolonged ethnic conflict. O02C-
MI cormenor ¥ K Dhiren said afier the mesting that the agitation would intensifsy
if conorete steps were not talen. He alleged that thers has been no meaninghal res-

ble farrning farmilsy, he has been - , locations, including  ohtion to the crisis sines wolence first erupted on May 3 =ozs. OOOCOMI
given the opporhmity to ssre Me DElh-_l:{GH_S:“ Khem-::ha.nd Singh s resi- Keizampat junctionn, spokesperson Mahalparn Shanta Singh zaid the gmoup iz secking an action talen
the covmity, which is a matter of | Tensidns rose 1n sirife- dence in Imnphal. _ Eangla Gate, Konung report fiom the state government on the death of two children in a borob blast at
pride for him. Frirme Minister | o Manipur oo The state:, """hi_':"h has Mamang and  Tronglachi on Aprl .
Modi also resporded to his post, | Saturday as ﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬁ_ of been E?Pplmsfomﬂi Eﬂli- Moirangkhom, as heavy
- hiz miriFaatio ard protesters emanding nic wolence I nearly coourit deployment ) i i

Eﬁflgnﬁiatl'ﬂ? vtk im the iz lasting peace clashed thres years, witnessed blocked asess to the chief gﬂjgtﬁ?ﬂ Elﬁf; Sﬁmu; Si'.;'?f""“é i thearfﬁge :ahﬁ;ﬁdﬁt;r auc'ﬂt@d

: : with security forces after fresh unrest as demon- injcter ; oI w0 n = = 1sperse 0 Ire TiiIuster,
of public health, science, and ministers bungalow in ooy obers tried to breach crowd, official id. where they submitked
- ion it insTin bein stopped  from atternpted  to protesters o bre crowd, oiisals  sald. Whers ¥ suabrrd a
innovakion is inspinng for the E PP op the Babupara area. . . . . i

. ; . barricades. Security Despite the confrontation, merorandunm outlining
country. mmarching toward: the push through barricades. At Khurai Lamlong, fo nded ber fird F Teir d
chief Frimis ber 7 protests  were around = km from the [0roes responded by firing asmmall group ofrepresen- their demands.
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Donald Trump's statement on India is condemnable

Sanjay Goswami

itself leads to punishment one day.

America's Donald Trump's state-
ment that India is hell is highly con-
demnable. Yes, it may be so from his
point of view because western civi-
lization was destroyed in India and
the sacrifice and dignity followed by
Lord Rama in India is inspiring for
all. If there is hell then what is heav-
en after all? According to Hindu
Apsaras are divine
singers and maids of
Indralok (heaven), who are consid-
ered to be endowed with unmatched
beauty and magical powers. They
entertain the gods along with
Gandharvas and are known to dis-
turb the penance of sages. The
include
Rambha, Urvashi, Menaka, and
Tilottama. Therefore, the Apsaras
here do not dance to please the king.
Heaven is full of fun, but that fun

mythology,
dancers,

prominent Apsaras

The people here work hard, toiling
hard to earn a living, but they do not
indulge in hooliganism. The path of
sacrifice shown by our Lord Rama is
a message of peace for the entire
world. If every human being medi-
tates on Lord Rama for even 10
minutes, anger will never arise.
People are preoccupied with the
worries of work, but what if we can-
not? Mistakes happen, but Rama's
name tells us this: we are all travel-
ers here, so don't worry about any-
thing, don't lose heart. Controlling
anger can only be learned from Lord
Rama. When the sea was not giving
way to Lanka, Lakshmana, his
brother, shot an arrow into the sea,
but Lord Rama stopped him, and
the sea explained its point. Lord
Rama says that we should always
think about others; if something
wrong happens, we must certainly

speak out against injustice. Trump's
attitude towards India has been
very shameful from the beginning
and recently by inaugurating peace
talks between Iran and America in
Pakistan, a country which is a
stronghold of terrorism, an attempt
was made to show that India's for-
eign policy is not right but the peace
talks in Pakistan also suffered a set-
back and Iran refused to accept your
conditions. You jumped into the
war in Iran along with Israel to cap-
ture the huge oil reserves but
Israel's objective is something else
and it neither went to Pakistan for
peace talks nor offered a ceasefire.
Overnight 63 year old Maduro and
his wife were captured by American
soldiers from their compound in
Venezuela on Saturday. This was a
sudden overnight operation, in
which some military bases were also
attacked. After their arrest, both

of

were taken to a jail in New York. So,
look within yourself. Kabir Sahib
has rightly said: When I went to
look for evil, T did not find anyone
evil. When I searched my heart, I
found no one worse than me.
Meaning: Kabir Das Ji says that
when I went out in this world to find
the evils or shortcomings of others,
I did not find anyone evil. But when
I looked within my mind (heart), I
realized that I myself am the worst
(guilty). This famous couplet of
Saint Kabir Das Ji gives the message
self-reflection
humility.Which tells us that before
finding evil in others, we should
look within ourselves. India is a
peace loving country of 140 crore
people and a democratic country.
India conducted nuclear test in
1998 after asking you and by dodg-
ing your own satellite and on Kargil
victory, Atalji had said so beautiful-

and

ly to Pakistan: Independent India
will not bow its head on entering
into not one, not two, but twenty
agreements with America. This
independence earned by countless
sacrifices. This independence is
watered with tears,
blood. This independence is pro-
tected by the power of sacrifice and
penance. This independence is ded-
icated for the benefit of distressed
humanity. India is an independent
country. Whether it is hell or heav-
en, only God, who controls every-
thing, can decide. You are unable to
manage your own country. People
are angry because by throwing it
into the fire of war, the entire world
is facing a crisis of oil and gas. Do
you think that India should export
milk from you, which is fed meat as
fodder and poisons its mind after
drinking milk? To yearn for heaven,
one has to go through hell.

sweat and

Editorial

Attack on petty

politics

Former™ Army Chief

General

Naravane has refuted Rahul Gandhi's
propaganda regarding his unpublished
book. He clarified that the Chinese
army failed to encroach on Indian terri-
tory and called Rahul's conduct inap-

propriate.

What former Army Chief General
Manoj Mukund Naravane said about
the controversy arising from his unpub-
lished book not only put an end to the
propaganda which was being unneces-

sarily promoted by Leader

of

Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi, but also made it clear that the
Chinese Army had failed to encroach on

Indian land.

Although he had previously stated

that India had not lost a single inch

of

land to China, and reiterated this point
recently, Rahul Gandhi was unwilling
to believe it. He repeatedly propagated
the false narrative that China had
seized our land and the Prime Minister
had been unable to do anything. Later,
he began misrepresenting General

Naravane's statement.

He crossed all limits during the
Budget Session of Parliament when,
under the guise of interpreting an

excerpt from General

Naravane's

unpublished book published in a maga-
zine, he tried to target the Prime
Minister and explain that when the
then Army Chief was seeking instruc-
tions from him on the aggression of the

Chinese Army, he left him to his fate.

Rahul mischievously interpreted the
Prime Minister's clear directive to the
Army Chief to do as he saw fit. He did-
n't stop there. He even waved a pur-
ported copy of General Naravane's
unpublished book in the Parliament
complex. When accusations and count-
er-accusations arise in politics, they
inevitably involve some degree of disin-

formation. However, it is the height

of

irresponsibility to propagate lies,
claiming that the military and the gov-
ernment were not in sync during the
border crisis, simply to serve narrow
political interests. Creating unneces-
sary controversy over border security
and the military not only ignores
national interests but also constitutes
petty politics. It's good that General
Naravane didn't hesitate to call Rahul
Gandhi's alleged brandishing of a copy
of his unpublished book and dragging
him and the Army into controversy as

inappropriate behavior.

\

Dialogue between Indian knowledge
resources and global innovation

&

Lalit Garg

The power of a nation is now
measured not only by its material
wealth, but also by its intellectual
capacity, research tradition, and
preservation of knowledge.
Intellectual property refers to any
original work produced by the
human mind that provides society
with new ideas, new tools, new art,
new technology, or new direction.
Literature, music, scientific discov-
eries, medicine, technological
inventions, industrial creations,
and unique traditional knowledge
all fall under the scope of intellectu-
al property. Its purpose is to ensure
that a creator's creation is not mis-
used and that their labor is proper-
ly respected and protected. This
protection is necessary not only for
the individual but also for the self-
confidence and economic progress
of the nation.

From a global perspective,
Western countries organized the
modern intellectual property sys-
tem. Europe and America linked
innovation to industry through
patents, copyrights, and trade-
marks. There, coordination
between universities, industry, and
government transformed knowl-
edge into economic power. From
the Industrial Revolution to the
Digital Revolution, numerous
inventions transformed the world.
The foundations of computers, the
Internet, biomedicine, and the
communications revolution also lay
in this protected intellectual prop-
erty system. These countries under-
stood that future prosperity lies not
merely in land and minerals, but in
the originality of ideas. However,
India's intellectual tradition is
much more ancient and profound.
India has given the world not only
goods but also a vision of life. When
many civilizations were struggling
for survival, India stood at the pin-
nacle of knowledge through the
Vedas, Upanishads, Ayurveda,
Yoga, mathematics, astrology, phi-
losophy, and grammar. The princi-
ple of zero, the decimal system,
metallurgy, surgery, yoga, and the
concept of a balanced life with
nature are all contributions of
Indian wisdom. Great figures like
Aryabhatta, Charaka, Sushruta,

World Intellectual
Property Day, cel-
ebrated annually
on April 26th, is
not merely a for-
mal commemora-
tion of a legal
right, but a cele-
bration of the cre-
ative power of the
human mind that
has led civilization
from darkness to
light. This year's
theme combines
sports and intel-
lectual property,
conveying the
message that cre-
ation, hard work,
and preservation
together create
new directions for
development.
Today, as the
world has entered
the era of artificial
intelligence,
biotechnology,
digital media, and
space exploration,
the importance of
intellectual prop-
erty has increased
even more.

Panini, and Patanjali provided
sources of knowledge that continue
to inspire the world. This is a form
of Indian intellectual property that,
while not documented, remains
etched in the consciousness of
humanity.

The world's modern intellectual
property is primarily based on indi-
vidual ownership, whereas the
Indian knowledge tradition has
been rooted in collective welfare. In
India, knowledge was considered a
spiritual practice, not a business.
Here, sages kept their experiences
free for humanity. In the spirit of
"Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah," the
purpose of knowledge was not per-
sonal gain but public welfare. This
is why the nature of Indian intellec-
tual property remained rooted in
morality and spirituality. The West
achieved prosperity by preserving
knowledge, while India acquired
culture by sharing it. Today, there is
a need for India to integrate this
ancient tradition with modern con-
servation systems so that its tradi-
tional knowledge does not fall prey
to exploitation in the global market.
Examples like turmeric, neem, and
basmati are crucial in this context.
Foreign institutions once attempted
to establish ownership of Indian
traditional knowledge, but India
proved with evidence that this
knowledge was its cultural heritage.
Subsequently, India demonstrated
the importance of using modern
tools to preserve its intellectual her-
itage through initiatives like the
Traditional Knowledge Digital
Library. This was not just a defense
of rights, but also a defense of the
honor of its civilization.

Today, in the age of artificial
intelligence, the question of intel-
lectual property has become more
complex. Machines are drawing,
writing, composing music, and par-
ticipating in decision-making. At
this time, the question arises: who
is the creator—human or machine?
If an artificial system makes a new
discovery, who will inherit its
rights? This challenge is not only a
legal one, but also a philosophical
one. For a country like India, with
its human-centered knowledge tra-
dition, this presents an opportuni-
ty. India can reorient intellectual
property by integrating modern

technology with human wvalues.
India is rapidly advancing in the
direction of innovation. India has
astonished the world in the fields
of youth entrepreneurship, space
science, pharmaceutical manufac-
turing, digital payment systems,
and rural technology. Missions like
Chandrayaan and Gaganyaan have
proven that even with limited
resources, original intelligence can
perform miracles. The Indian phar-
maceutical industry has won the
world's trust through affordable
medicines and vaccines during the
global health crisis. This is not just
an economic achievement, but a
global testament to India's intellec-
tual potential. Nevertheless, India
still has a long way to go.
Compared to developed countries,
India must strengthen its position
in research investment, patent
applications, university-industry
collaboration, and legal awareness.
We have no shortage of talent, but
the systems for protection and pro-
motion are still inadequate. Many
young people are unfamiliar with
the process of protecting their
ideas. If an understanding of cre-
ativity and intellectual rights is
developed early in the education
system, India can become the
world's leading knowledge nation.

World Intellectual Property Day
reminds us that the future belongs
to those who respect ideas. Nations
that protect their intellectual prop-
erty have progressed towards long-
term development. India possesses
the depth of ancient knowledge and
the potential for modern innova-
tion. The only need is to integrate
our traditions with modern struc-
tures. India's intellectual property
is not merely a matter of patents or
rights; it is the soul of our civiliza-
tion. If properly recognized and
protected, India can regain its
unique place not only in the global
market but also in global con-
sciousness. This day gives us the
message that even in this material-
istic age, the greatest power is
human intellect, and the greatest
protection for that intellect is intel-
lectual property. When India com-
bines its knowledge tradition with
modern innovation, it will not only
compete with the world but also
guide it.

One country, two voter lists, two types of citizens

Sanat Jain mind,

Central
Commissioner

tens of millions of voters
between the state-level voter

Election
Gyanesh

State Election Commission is
not accepting the voter list

and law and order situation
in the state could be affected.

silent. Now, the Central
Election Commission is
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Sharefacebook sharing button
Sharetwitter sharing button
Postemail sharing button
Emailsharethis sharing button
Share

Currently, the Central
Election Commission (CEC)
and State Election
Commissions (SERCs) are
becoming a topic of discussion
across the country regarding
the electoral rights of the cen-
tral government and state gov-
ernments. The Central
Election Commission is
responsible for conducting
Lok Sabha and Assembly elec-
tions. Keeping the Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections in

Kumar has launched a cam-
paign to purify voter lists
through SERC in more than
22 states. So far, approximate-
ly 55 million voters have been
deleted from the list in the
states where SERC has been
conducted. The SERC has
deemed them ineligible citi-
zens. Based on the rate of
voter deletions through SERC,
approximately 100 million
voters are expected to be
deleted upon completion of
the SERC process. Meanwhile,
State Election Commissions
also prepare separate voter
lists for urban local bodies and
Panchayat elections. In larger
states, there is a discrepancy of

list and the list prepared by the
Central Election Commission.
This issue was first highlighted
by Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, ask-
ing why the names listed in the
state's voter list are not includ-
ed in the central voter list.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has also
been raising this same ques-
tion. Recently, preparations
for urban body and panchayat
elections have begun in
Madhya Pradesh. The State
Election Commissioner of
Madhya Pradesh has stated
that the elections to be held in
2027 will be conducted based
on the old delimitation. The

that was recently delimited on
the orders of the Central
Election Commission. Given
the current election situation
in the country, a dispute is
brewing between the Central
Election Commission and the
State Election Commission
regarding the voter lists. State
governments and  State
Election Commissions want
to conduct elections based
solely on the state's prepared
voter list. If this does not
happen, voters will rise in
protest at various locations
across the state.
Representatives of local bod-
ies are elected in states. In
such a situation, the political

Given the current situation,
there is no hesitation in say-
ing that India is one country.
Despite this, the voter lists of
the Central Election
Commission and the State
Election Commission are dif-
ferent. The State Election
Commissions work according
to the rules, regulations, and
directives of the Central
Election Commission. Those
whom the Central Election
Commission does not consid-
er voters, the State Election
Commission considers them
voters. The Central Home
Ministry has the authority to
determine citizenship. The
Central Home Ministry is

doing the work of determin-
ing citizenship and the right
to vote of a voter. The kind of
chaos that has spread across
the country regarding
this,Now, the judiciary has
also come under scrutiny.
More than 10 months have
passed since the Bihar
Assembly elections, and the
Supreme Court is hearing a
petition seeking a Special
Investigation Report (SIR)
before the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court has yet to
decide whether the Special
Investigation Report (SIR)
being conducted by the
Central Election Commission
is constitutional.
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Delhi Assembly Speaker inau-
surates Malanglya Mahotsav

New Delhi,(GNS): The
five-day Malangiya Mahotsav
opened at Gandhi Darshan,
Rajghat on Friday, with Delhi
Assembly Speaker Vijender
Gupta inaugurating the festi-
val and hailing it as a vibrant
celebration of India's rich the-
atrical and literary heritage,
while underscoring its role in
nurturing regional languages
like Maithili.

Attending the inaugural
event as the guest of honour,
Gupta said the festival, featur-
ing 35 plays written by noted
playwright Mahendra
Malangiya, reflected a signifi-
cant expression of Indian cul-
ture and artistic continuity.
"The participation of over
5,000 writers and theatre
practitioners across 22 lan-
guages makes this a truly
national cultural platform," he

said, adding that the scale of
the event merits global recog-
nition, including potential
consideration for a Guinness
World Record.

The festival, being held from
April 24 to 28, has been con-
ceived as a large-scale cultural
gathering, bringing together
artists, writers and theatre
practitioners from across the
country. Apart from theatrical

performances, the event will
host around 30 seminars, con-
ferences, poetry sessions and
panel discussions, with partic-
ipation from over 65 institu-
tions.

Gupta extended his best
wishes to the organisers, stat-
ing that the festival represent-
ed a sustained engagement
with India's diverse linguistic
and cultural heritage. He

expressed confidence that
Malangiya's body of work
would receive wider recogni-
tion, adding, "Malangiya's cre-
ations have the potential to
find a place in the Guinness
Book of World Records."

The inaugural programme
was presided over by Vijay
Goel, Vice-Chairman of
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan
Samiti, who praised
Malangiya's contribution to
Indian literature and theatre.
He described the playwright as
a powerful voice of rural India,
whose works captured the
nuances of society with sensi-
tivity and depth.

Highlighting Malangiya's
notable works, Goel said his
writing reflected the realities
of everyday life and resonated
with the literary tradition of
Munshi Premchand.

Nearly 6.7 lakh Class X students
opt for CBSE second board exam

New Delhi,(GNS):

Nearly 6.7

lakh class X students have registered
for the second edition of the CBSE
board examinations this year, with

the majority seeking to improve their
scores from the main exam, the

Central Board of

Education (CBSE) said on Friday.
According to data based on the list
of candidates (LOC),
6,68,854 students have opted for the
second examination in 2026. Of
these, 5,25,655 have applied for
improvement, 85,285 under the com-
partment category and 57,914 for
both improvement and compart-
ment. Gender-wise, male candidates
a larger
4,02,643, compared with 2,66,209
female candidates, while two stu-
dents fall under the 'other' category.
Among female candidates, 2,15,215
have registered for improvement,
31,548 for compartment and 19,446
for both. For male candidates,
3,10,439 are appearing for improve-
ment, 53,736 under compartment
and 38,468 for both categories,
underscoring that score improve-
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ment remains the primary motiva-
tion across groups.

The second board examinations
will be held from May 15 to May 21,
2026. In its notification, the CBSE

examination processes,

including LOC submission and publi-
cation of the date sheet,
pleted in a timely and systematic
manner. The date sheet was released
on April 23 and is available on the
board's official website.

From 2026, CBSE has introduced a
two-exam system for Class X, making
the first attempt mandatory and the
second optional for students in the
compartment category or those seek-
ing improvement.

were com-

El Nifio in May-June to hit tem-
perature and rainfall, says World

Meteorological Organization

New Delhi,(GNS): Predicting a climat-
ic condition that may further aggravate
adverse weather in South Asia, including
India, World Meteorological Organisation
Friday said an El Nino event is expected to
develop as early as May-July, impacting
"global temperature and rainfall patterns".
Earlier, this condition was expected to
develop in the second half of the monsoon
season (Aug-Sept).

El Nino events, which typically occur
every 2-7 years and last around 9-12
months, affect temperature and rain pat-
terns in different regions and typically have
a warming effect on the global climate. Amid
growing risk of El Nino, IMD has already
predicted "below normal” monsoon rainfall
in India. The latest monthly global seasonal
climate update from WMO signals a clear
shift in the equatorial Pacific where sea-sur-
face temperatures are rising rapidly, point-
ing to a likely return of El Nino conditions
next month. El Nino is characterised by
warming of ocean surface temperatures in
the central and eastern Equatorial Pacific.

"For the May-June-July season, land sur-
face temperatures are expected to be above-
normal nearly everywhere," said WMO, not-
ing that the seasonal forecasts are vital to
guide preparedness actions, especially in cli-
mate-sensitive sectors like agriculture,
water resource management, energy and
health. "After a period of neutral conditions
at the start of the year, climate models are
now strongly aligned, and there is high con-
fidence in the onset of El Nino, followed by
further intensification in the months that
follow," said Wilfran Moufouma OXkia, chief
of climate prediction at WMO.

Rate of groundwater recharge falls well below
extraction for 1st time in recent years

Delhi IRS officer daughter's rape-murder:
Infamous for aggressmn, accused had violent past; father an alcoholic

New Delhi,(GNS): As
crime and forensic teams
probe the murder of an IRS
officer's daughter, investiga-
tions have revealed that the
accused, Rahul was infamous
for his aggressive behaviour in
his native village, official
sources said.

Sharing details about
Rahul's state of mind, sources
said that he also exhibited
psychopathic tendencies and
had a history of violent con-
duct, raising serious concerns
about his behavioural pat-
terns.

"Teams are now planning a
detailed psychological assess-
ment of the accused as part of
the ongoing probe,"” said the

source.

Investigators further said
Rahul was addicted to online
betting and card games such
as "teen patti" and had lost
over Rs 7 lakh in the last few
months, which drove him to

-
-
-

frequently borrow money to
sustain his habit.

"During the inquiry, we
came to know that Rahul and
his father were known in their
village for their aggressive
behaviour. Our team is there.

'No violation of bail', HC upholds
Ishrat's relief in NE riots case

New Delhi,(GNS): Delhi
High Court on Friday
declined to tinker with a trial
court order granting bail to
former Congress councillor
Ishrat Jahan in the "larger
conspiracy" case related to the
Feb 2020 riots in northeast
Delhi.

"A considerable period of
more than four years has
passed since the impugned
order, and there is no allega-
tion that the respondent has
in any manner violated the
terms of the bail... We are not
inclined to interfere with the
impugned order. The appeal
is accordingly dismissed,” a
bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Ravinder Dudeja
observed, rejecting Delhi
Police's appeal challenging
the trial court's order dated
March 14, 2022.

Jahan, along with Umar
Khalid, Sharjeel Imam and

has been
Unlawful

others,
under

several
booked
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) for being the "master-

minds" behind the riots,
which had left 53 people dead
and over 700 injured. The vio-
lence erupted during the
protests against Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and
National Register of Citizens.

Police had argued that the
bail was against the law as it
failed to consider the gravity
of the offence and the evi-

dence suggesting that the vio-
lence erupted pursuant to a
conspiracy hatched by her
and the co-accused. "The trial
court lost sight of the fact that
the respondent, being 'closely
connected' with the other con-
spirators, played a very active
role in the entire conspiracy...
of organising the so-called
protest at the protest site,
which resulted in riots, killing
numerous people, besides
injuries and destruction of
property."

The trial court had said the
role of Jahan, on prima facie
consideration, persuaded it to
grant her the relief. As per the
chargesheet or the statement
of witnesses, Jahan was nei-
ther the one who "created the
idea of chakka-jam" nor was
she a member of any of the
incriminating WhatsApp
groups or organisations, it
pointed out.

They are told that his father is
an alcoholic and Rahul is
addicted to online games,"
police sources told PTI.

He was previously
employed as a domestic help
at the victim's residence but
was removed over alleged
financial misconduct.

The case pertains to the
murder of a 22-year-old
woman, daughter of a senior
Indian Revenue Services (IRS)
officer, an engineering gradu-
ate and UPSC aspirant, at her
residence in southeast Delhi's
Kailash Hills locality.

Investigators said Rahul
used his familiarity with the
house layout and access points
to enter the flat.

Police had said that he
allegedly went to the rooftop
study room where the victim
was studying and attacked her
with a heavy object, raped her
and dragged her downstairs to
use her fingers for the biomet-
ric locker to steal cash from
home. The autopsy confirmed
strangulation as the cause of
death, along with multiple
injuries, including a nasal
bone fracture, indicating a
struggle. "He fled after chang-
ing clothes and slippers and
reached Palam  Railway
Station to catch a train to
Rewari in Haryana. When he
failed to catch the train, he
booked a hotel in Dwarka,
from where he was arrested.

14 people rescued after trans-
former fire engulfs buildings
in Delhi's Laxmi Nagar

New Delhi,(GNS):
Fourteen people were rescued
after a fire broke out in three
residential buildings in East
Delhi's Laxmi Nagar area early
on Saturday.

According to officials, the
blaze began at approximately
1:28 am and was brought
under control by around 2:30
am after a prompt response
from fire services. The fire
reportedly originated in an
electric transformer and
quickly spread to three adja-
cent buildings, affecting a total
of 14 flats. Emergency teams,
including firefighters and
police personnel, acted swiftly
to evacuate residents trapped
inside the buildings. All 14
people were rescued safely,
and no casualties were report-
ed. In a separate incident, a
massive fire in East Delhi's

Shakur Basti left several peo-
ple homeless after it destroyed
more than 100 shanties spread
across nearly two acres of land
near a shelter home. The blaze
broke out late on Friday night
at around 11:30 pm and con-
tinued raging until approxi-
mately 12:38am on Saturday.
Firefighters battled the
flames for over an hour before
bringing the situation under
control. The densely packed
nature of the shanties con-
tributed to the rapid spread of
the fire, making firefighting
efforts more challenging.

'Sandeep Pathak wouldn't have quit if lead-
ership stayed in touch': AAP MP Kang

New Delhi,(GNS):
There has been a significant
improvement in the
groundwater situation in
Delhi, with the rate of
extraction falling well
below that of recharge for
the first time in recent
years, according to the lat-

est report of Central
Groundwater Board
(CGWB). The rate was

02.10% in 2024-25, indicat-
ing that more water was
recharged than extracted.
This marks a notable
improvement from 100.77% in
2023-24, when extraction
exceeded recharge. The rate
has steadily declined over the
past few years since it hit a
worrying 119.6% in 2017-18,

reflecting a gradual shift
towards sustainability.
Groundwater extraction

over 100% means more water
is being extracted than it is
being recharged; rates below
100% indicate more water is
being recharged.

exploited' or 'critical
dropped to 21 in 2024-25,
down from 27 in 2023-24,
even as 'safe' units
increased from five to

In absolute terms, Delhi
extracted 0.32 billion cubic
metres (bem) of groundwater
in 2024-25, while recharge
was higher at 0.38 bem. Of the
total extraction, the residen-
tial sector accounted for 0.23
bcm, followed by .08 bcm
used for irrigation.

The report also highlights
improvements at the micro
level. Out of the city's 34
assessment units (tehsils), the
number classified as 'over-

seven during the same
period.

According to CGWB's
classification, 10 units
(29.4%) are currently

'over-exploited’, 11 (32.3%)
fall under the 'critical’ cate-
gory, six (17.6%) are 'semi-
critical’ and seven
(20.59%) are categorised
as 'safe'. In comparison,
there were 14 over-exploited
and 13 critical units in the pre-
vious financial year, underlin-
ing an improvement.

CGWB defines 'safe' zones
as those where extraction is
less than 70% of recharge,
allowing groundwater levels
to rise. In contrast, 'over-
exploited' areas extract more
than they recharge, leading to
declining water tables.

Groundwater recharge in
2024-25 was fairly balanced

across seasons. The monsoon
(June to Sept) contributed .2
bem, while the remaining .18
becm came during other
months. Rainfall accounted
for .12 bcm, with the rest
attributed to sources like
canals, surface irrigation,
ponds, tanks and rainwater-
harvesting structures.

Experts attribute the posi-
tive trend to a mix of factors
beyond just favourable rain-
fall. Shashank Shekhar, assis-
tant professor at Delhi
University, said improved
recharge infrastructure and
policy interventions are play-
ing a key role.

"Better recharge cannot be
attributed to a good monsoon
alone. Effective recharge
structures are essential, espe-
cially in a heavily concretised
city like Delhi. At the same
time, efforts to curb illegal
groundwater extraction and
provide piped water connec-
tions have contributed to the
improvement," he said.

New Delhi,(GNS):
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) needs to recali-
brate its strategy and
work like a democratic

organisation  where
everyone has an equal
say, says AAP's

Anandpur Sahib MP
Malwinder Singh
Kang. This alone can
stem the defections
from the party, said
Kang in an interview
with The Tribune this
morning. A better
coordination is
required by the party
leadership with all
leaders, including
MPs, MLAs and other
leaders. A day after the
large-scale defection of
Rajya Sabha MPs from
AAP to BJP, Kang, who
till he became an MP,
was the most promi-
nent face of the party
in Punjab, second only
to Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, he
said that it was time
AAP started acting like

a  political party.
"Sandeep Pathak
would have never quit
the party... had the
party leadership stayed
in touch with him. No
one in the party was in
touch with him for a
year," he said, adding
that Chadha got unbri-
dled power and mis-
used it. "Ideally, the
power should be dis-
tributed and not con-
centrated in a few
hands," he said.

Kang reiterated that
though he did not
believe that these
defections would have
much effect on the
polls in Punjab,
because the defectors
were never elected by
people and were politi-
cal non-entities, AAP
leadership will have to
remain vigilant.

I am pro Punjab and
will always be a part of
Punjab politics that
benefits the state and
our people.

WESTERN RAILWAY

INTEGRATED POWER SUPPLY WORK
Sr. DSTE/North/Mumbai Central, 2™
Floor, Divisional Railway Manager's,
Mumbai Central, Mumbai-400008, invites
E-Tender No.: SG_141_1_72_WA, Date:
22.04.2026. Work and location: Supply,
Installation, testing and commissioning of
Integrated power supply (IPS) at 15
locations in Vaitarna- Paldhi Section of
Mumbai Division Western Railway.
Approx. Cost of Work: 3 2,16,29,864.71.
EMD: X 4,32,600/-. Time & Date for
Submission: Till 18.05.2026, 15:00 hrs.
Time & Date for Opening: On 18.05.2026
at 15:30 hrs. For further details please visit
our website www.ireps.gov.in 0028

WESTERN RAILWAY

CONSTRUCTION WORK
Divisional Railway Manager(WA),
Western Railway, 6" floor, Engg. Deptt.,
Mumbai Central, Mumbai - 400 008.
invites E-Tender Notice No.: BCT/26~
27/25, dt.22.04.2026. Work and
location: Matunga Road (i) Extension of
6.0 M wide South FOB for providing
access to east side. (ii) Construction of
elevated booking office connected with
sky walk by 10.00 m wide FOB deck on PF
no 1& 2 north end & other FOBS. Approx.
cost of work: X 9,55,90,906.21. EMD: X
19,11,800/-. Date & Time of Submission:
Till 19.05.2026, 15:00 hrs. Date & Time of
Opening: On 19.05.2026 at 15:30 hrs. For
further details please visit our website
www.ireps.gov.in  Manual offers will
notbe considered. 0027

Like us on : [l facebook.com/WesternRly
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DMRC official Amit Kumar Jain hon-
oured W1th Delhi CM's Award

New Delhi,(GNS):
Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation Director
(Operations & Services)
Amit Kumar Jain has [=
been conferred the Delhi
Chief Minister's Award-
2026 for Excellence and
Innovation
Governance and Public
Service Delivery, recog-
nising his role in spear-
heading key digital initia-
tives in the Capital's
metro network.

The award was pre-
sented on April 21 on the
occasion of Civil Services {
Day at the Mukhya
Mantri Jan Sewa Sadan
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Al-powered chatbot,
CHETNA, designed to
assist commuters with
real-time travel infor-
mation. He also played
a key role in the devel-
opment of the DMRC
Sarthi mobile applica-
tion, which enables
Mobility-as-a-Service
(MaaS) by offering
integrated, door-to-
door journey planning.

These initiatives
have helped streamline
ticketing  processes,
reduce dependence on
physical infrastructure
and improve multi-
modal connectivity,

in Civil Lines. Officials
said the recognition high-
lighted Jain's contribution to
enhancing commuter experi-
ence through technology-

mobility.

driven solutions

Over the past few years,
Jain has led the rollout of sev-

Man critically injured in Karol
Bagh after being Shot at

New Delhi,(GNS): A
35-year-old man was criti-
cally injured after being
shot at in central Delhi's
Karol Bagh in the early
hours of Thursday, police
said.. The victim was identified as Rohit, a
resident of Than Singh Nagar in Anand
Parbat. He has a 2019 murder case regis-
tered against him. Rohit is currently under
medical observation and is stated to be in
critical condition. He has, however, provid-
ed preliminary details about the suspected
assailants, which are being verified.

Two empty cartridges and one live round
were recovered from the crime scene.

Police said a case under section 109
(attempt to murder) of BNS and sections of
the arms act has been registered.

In another incident, a man was injured
after his friends attacked him with a knife in
east Delhi's Krishna Nagar area on

Thursday. Police said, the victim , Nazeem
said that a few of his friends attacked him
with a sharp weapon following a quarrel and
then escaped from the spot. A case of
attempted murder has been registered.

Signature View razing: DDA
writes to CBI again, told to wait

New Delhi,(GNS): The redevelop-
ment of Signature View Apartments is likely
to face further delay with Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) still awaiting
clearance from Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to start demolishing the
buildings in north Delhi's Mukherjee Nagar.

The residential complex, built by DDA,
was declared structurally unsafe in 2023,
prompting plans for its razing and redevel-
opment. CBI, which is probing allegations of
irregularities and corruption in the con-
struction of these towers, has asked DDA to
put the demolition on hold until it collects
evidence from the site.

A senior DDA official said the authority
has recently written to the agency again,
seeking permission to initiate the razing.
"CBI has engaged Delhi Technological
University (DTU) to collect samples and
examine the quality of construction materi-
als used in the project. The process is under-
way and expected to be completed in a few
weeks. Since this is a part of an ongoing
investigation, we do not want to intervene or
push for expediting it. Once we receive the
nod, we will begin demolition," the official
said. While the apartments have been fully
vacated, DDA is also awaiting a decision
from Delhi High Court regarding the
increased floor area ratio (FAR) sought by
its residents, with the next hearing sched-
uled for May.

Last year, CBI registered an FIR against
28 retired DDA officials and private con-
tractors on charges of criminal conspiracy,
corruption and use of substandard materi-
als in the construction of the apartments.
Separately, ex-LG V K Saxena had directed
a vigilance department inquiry and initia-
tion of criminal proceedings against the
accused officials. The residents, who have
shifted to rented accommodations for now,
said they are eager for the demolition to
begin so that redevelopment can start. "We
may be living elsewhere, but returning
home is always on our minds," said
Amanendra Kumar Rakesh, president of
Signature View RWA. Constructed between
2007 and 2010 and allotted in 2011-12, the
apartments began showing structural dis-
tress within a few years.

in urban

eral digital innovations across
the metro system, including
QR code-based ticketing, the
'Virtual Smart Card' and its

making public trans-
port more accessible
and efficient for daily com-
muters. Officials said the use
of artificial intelligence and

data analytics had further
strengthened service delivery
and operational efficiency.

The achievement also
reflected the broader push for
digital transformation within
DMRC under the leadership
of Managing Director Vikas
Kumar, who has guided the
organisation towards adopt-
ing smart and sustainable
practices in urban transit.

A 2000-batch Indian
Railway  Traffic Service
(IRTS) officer, Jain brings
over 25 years of experience in
public service, with a focus on
digitisation and technology-
led reforms. An alumnus of
IIT-Roorkee, IIT-Delhi and
the School of Planning and
Architecture, he has been
associated with several initia-
tives aimed at modernising
transport systems.

E-rick driver dies, sev-
eral injured after car
rams into vehicle

New Delhi,(GNS): A doc-
tor from Rohini was nabbed on
Friday after he rammed his car
into an e-rickshaw, killing its
driver and injuring several passen-
gers. The accident happened in northwest
Delhi's Model Town on Friday evening, police
said. Police got a PCR call around 6 pm which
reported a collision near a hospital on Ring
Road. Police rushed to the spot and found that
a car had collided with a battery-operated
rickshaw, causing it to overturn.

Preliminary inquiry revealed that the
impact had injured six people injured -- the e-
rickshaw driver Nagender (36) and five pas-
sengers. The car driver immediately trans-
ported all the injured persons to a hospital in
his vehicle. During treatment, Nagender suc-
cumbed to injuries, police said. The other
injured - two women and three children - are
undergoing treatment and are stated to be out
of danger. Police have identified the driver of
the car as Dr Sidharth, a resident of Rohini
who works as a senior resident (radiologist) at
GB Pant Hospital.

"His medical examination is being conduct-
ed to ascertain if he was under the influence of
alcohol," a senior police officer said.

Stricter Checks, Safer Homes:

Delhi Police Ramp Up Domestlc Help Verification

New Delhi,(GNS): Delhi
Police has intensified its veri-
fication drive for domestic
staff following a series of
recent high-profile crimes
involving unverified workers,
including a case in southeast
Delhi where a bureaucrat's
daughter was sexually assault-
ed and murdered by an unver-
ified domestic help.

In another incident, an
unverified help and his associ-
ates-who had taken turns
working in a household in Golf
Links-allegedly held the fami-
ly hostage and looted cash and
valuables, underscoring the
risks posed by inadequate ver-
ification.
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According to the latest data
released by police on Friday,
20,004 verification forms for
domestic helps and tenants
were processed across the city
in 2025. The pace has picked
up sharply this year, with

9,635 forms already submit-
ted by March 31, 2026.

This marks a significant rise
in monthly submissions-from
an average of around 1,667
forms per month in 2025 to
over 3,211 per month in the

Delhi MC rolls out portal for regularisation
of properties in 1 521 unauthorlsed colonies

New Delhi,(GNS):
The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) on Friday launched
the SWAGAM portal to
begin the process of regu-
larisation of properties in
1,521 unauthorised
colonies across the
Capital, said officials.

The online platform will
allow residents to apply
directly for regularisation
of their properties under
the PM UDAY Scheme. With
the civic body aiming to
streamline and digitise the
process, applicants can now
submit their requests through
the MCD's official portal. To
facilitate applicants, the MCD
has also set up physical help
desks across all 12 zonal
offices, enabling residents to
seek assistance in filing appli-
cations. Additionally, the civic
body has empanelled over 700

professionals who can be con-
sulted for guidance during the
application process.

Officials said once an appli-
cation is submitted, the regu-
larisation certificate is expect-
ed to be issued within approx-
imately 60 days. The certifi-
cates will be generated online
and issued through the respec-
tive zonal building depart-
ments. Applicants will also
receive SMS alerts and have

HC asks Delhi govt to implement
SC directions on open prisons

New Delhi,(GNS):
Delhi High Court has direct-
ed Delhi govt, police and jail
authorities to chalk out a
clear strategy to implement
the Supreme Court's direc-
tives on open correctional
institutions (OCIs) and
identify eligible prisoners
who can be shifted to such
facilities.

A bench of Chief Justice D K
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia took cognisance of a
public interest litigation (PIL)
on the issue and asked Delhi
govt to file an affidavit detail-
ing steps taken to comply with
the Supreme Court's order
dated Feb 26.

The high court noted that as
per the apex court's directions,
every state and Union territory
must constitute a monitoring
committee, headed by the
executive chairman of the state
legal services authority or his
nominee, to oversee the func-
tioning of open correctional
institutions.

"Please apprise the home
secretary that he should con-

stitute the committee. The
committee should meet, chalk

out specific strategies to
implement the Supreme
Court's order and assess the
current position. Eligible pris-
oners have to be identified for
transfer to open prisons. All
this should be done," the
bench told the govt counsel,
granting two months for com-
pliance and listing the matter
for hearing in July.

The court also sought a sta-
tus report from the Delhi State
Legal Services Authority
(DSLSA), impleaded the
Centre, prison authorities and
the high court administration
as parties to the PIL, and
appointed an amicus curiae to
assist the court.

access to an online tracking
system to monitor the status
of their applications.

Clarifying the procedure,
the MCD said no physical ver-
ification of properties would
be conducted. Instead, appli-
cant data available on the PM-
UDAY portal would be auto-
matically integrated into the
SWAGAM system, reducing
paperwork and processing
time. The responsibility for
handling applications would
lie with zonal building depart-
ment officials, while a dedicat-
ed technical team from the
National Informatics Centre
would manage the portal at
the headquarters level.

The move is expected to
provide relief to thousands of
residents living in unautho-
rised colonies by granting
legal recognition to their prop-
erties and simplifying access
to civic services.

first quarter of 2026-indicat-
ing increased compliance
amid heightened enforcement
and awareness drives.

The data also indicates a
decline in violations. In 2025,
police detected 6,352 cases
under Section 223 (disobedi-
ence to an order duly promul-
gated by a public servant) of
the BNS out of 20,004 forms
submitted, reflecting a viola-
tion rate of about 31.7%. In
contrast, in the first three
months of 2026, 1,323 viola-
tions were identified from
9,635 applications, bringing
the rate down to 13.7%.

Police said the reduction
suggests greater awareness

among residents and possibly
smoother verification proce-
dures. However, authorities
stressed that enforcement
remains strict. Every violation
detected has resulted in prose-
cution.

"In all districts, directions
have been issued to intensify
verification of domestic help
and tenants," said Devesh
Chandra Srivastava, special
commissioner of police (crime
and perception management
& media cell). He urged resi-
dents and RWAs to approach
local police stations or use the
Delhi Police website to com-
plete verification and
strengthen safety norms.

MCD begins survey on misuse of residen-
tial premises following SC directions

New Delhi,(GNS):
Following Supreme Court's
directions, Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
has initiated a comprehen-
sive exercise to identify the
misuse of residential prem-
ises for non-residential pur-
poses across the city.

The apex court, in its order
issued in early April, implead-
ed municipal corporations of
all capital cities, including
MCD, as party respondents
and directed them to carry
out a detailed inquiry within
their jurisdictions. MCD com-
missioner Sanjeev Khirwar
has instructed all zonal
deputy commissioners to con-
duct a time-bound survey to
identify areas earmarked
exclusively for residential use
but currently being used for
commercial or other non-res-
idential activities. The survey
will cover all residential
colonies, including unautho-
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rised and regularised
colonies, group housing soci-
eties and plotted develop-
ments. It will also include
areas falling within MCD lim-
its as well as isolated pockets
that are geographically sur-
rounded by MCD jurisdic-
tions.

Officials have been directed
to undertake field inspec-
tions, verify data thoroughly,
and prepare zone-wise lists of
violations. The civic body has
emphasised that the data
must be accurate and backed
by proper records as it will
form the basis of an affidavit
to be submitted before
Supreme Court.

Infra firm director among two arrested for
cheating man of Rs 5.5 cr in real estate fraud

New Delhi,(GNS): The
Gurugram police have arrest-
ed two accused, including an
infrastructure company direc-
tor, for allegedly defrauding
investors of crores of rupees
by using land belonging to
renowned Dhirendra Shastri's
controversial "Aparna
Ashram" in Silokhera village
of Gurugram and the Shashtri
name. The accused lured vic-
tims into investing large sums
of money in fake real estate
projects using forged docu-
ments. According to the police,
the accused were identified as
Ashok Chaudhary (60), a resi-
dent of Gautam Nagar of

Delhi, and Chandrakant
Chaudhary (40), a resident of
Brij Vihar in  District

Ghaziabad of Uttar Pradesh.
They were arrested by the
Police's Economic Offences
Wing-2 (EOW) on Thursday
from Sector 62, Noida.

On April 15, the victim had
filed a complaint to the police
and stated that CKC Infra
Company directors Ashok
Chaudhary and Chandrakant

Chaudhary, along with their
other associates, had taken
him into confidence by giving
him false documents and false
assurances of selling rights in
the name of investment in
alleged real estate projects in
Aparna Ashram in Gurugram
and Vaishali in Noida.

The complainant added
that he was made to invest at
different times. Despite the
payments, no valid agreement
was signed, no work on the
project started and no selling
rights were granted. Later, the
complainant found that the

land belonging to Aparna
Ashram was disputed and was
under the possession of the
Haryana Government.

An FIR was registered
based on the complaint and
the two accused were arrest-
ed. During interrogation, it
was revealed that accused
Ashok Chaudhary was the
director of CKC Infra
Company, who along with his
other associates, in a planned
manner, cheated the com-
plainant and obtained crores
of rupees from him by prom-
ising false investments.




