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PM Modi to arrive in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday,
likely to announce development plan for the city

During the campaign for the
Local body polls, the BJP had
promised that the prime
minister would visit the
capital within 45 days of it
coming to power in
Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation and announce
massive development plans
for the capital city.

(Gns).

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will arrive
here on Friday. He s
expected to announce a
development plan for the
capital city of Kerala during
the visit.

During the campaign for
the Local body polls, the
BJP had promised that the

The 86th All India Presiding Officers’ Conference
Concludes at Uttar Pradesh, Vidhan Mandap

(Gns).

The India
Presiding Officers’
Conference (AIPOC) con-
cluded today at Uttar
Pradesh Vidhan Mandap.
Addressing the valedictory
session, Shri Harivansh,
Hon’ble Deputy Chairman,
Rajya Sabha, expressed
deep satisfaction over the
productive discussions held
during the Conference and
underscored that the col-
lective exchange of ideas
among Presiding Officers
from across the country
had significantly enriched
the discourse.

Shri Harivansh referred
to Uttar Pradesh’s impres-
sive economic journey,
including growth in Gross
State Domestic Product,
per capita income, expan-
sion of budget size,
increased exports and
rapid infrastructure devel-
opment. He noted that
Uttar Pradesh, once

86th  All

Jaishankar: World must display
zero-tolerance towards terrorism

(Gns).

Observing that the world
order is undergoing a pro-
found change, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Wednesday
asked the global communi-
ty to collaborate on shared
challenges like terrorism.

At a meeting here with
Spain Foreign Minister,
Jose Manuel, he said the
world must display zero-tol-
erance towards terrorism.
He was of the view that
India and Spain, both vic-
tims of terrorism, must
come together in the fight
against the menace.

Jaishankar said he was
delighted to launch jointly
with the Spanish minister
the logo for the “Dual Year”.

Mumbai mayor race heats up: Shiv Sena and BJP eye
post amid Opposition’s phone tapping allegations

(Gns).

As the race for Mumbai
Mayor’s post intensified,
tensions have mounted
between the Mahayuti
allies — the BJP and the
Shiv Sena — with both
claiming the post but none
having a majority on their
own.

The BJP emerged as
the single largest party in
the recently concluded
BMC elections with 89 cor-
porators. The Shiv Sena
(Eknath  Shinde), which
contested the polls in
alliance with the BJP, won
29 seats.

Together, they have 118
corporators, a comparative-
ly thin majority of just four
seats. On the other hand,
the Opposition parties have
105 votes, with Shiv Sena

prime minister would visit
the capital within 45 days of
it coming to power in
Thiruvananthapuram

Corporation and announce
massive development

plans for the capital city.

Hence, it is expected that
PM Modi, keeping with the
BJP’s promise , may make
big announcements during
his visit.

The most notable thing
will be the prime minister
releasing the blueprint of a
developed
Thiruvananthapuram which
he will hand over to the city
mayor. The goal is ‘Mission
Kerala’ through the blue-
print of the BJP-ruled

described as a “problem
State,” by NITI Aayog has
now emerged as a front-
runner, achieving revenue
surplus status and earning
recognition for its reform-

Thiruvananthapuram
Corporation.

The prime minister will
flag off the Amrit Bharat
Rail Service from Kerala on
that day.

ing a new identity in align-
ment with the Hon’ble
Prime Minister’s vision for a
developed and self-reliant
India.

oriented governance.

Shri Harivansh
observed that in today’s
evolving geopolitical envi-
ronment, economic
strength, strategic capabili-
ty and technological
advancement are indispen-
sable for national progress.
He stated that India, since
2014, has been moving
decisively in this direction
and Uttar Pradesh is forg-

The logo, he noted, has
been selected from over

R A il

Referrlng to the States

Vision Document-2047,
Shri Harivansh lauded the
extensive deliberations
held in both Houses of the
Uttar Pradesh Legislature
for over 27 hours, describ-
ing it as a reflection of the
State Government’s com-
mitment to participatory
governance and consen-
sus-building. He noted that
for the realisation of the
national goal of a devel-

the visiting leader that India
is hosting the Al Impact

1,900 entries received
through an open competi-
tion.

The Indian minister told

(UBT) having 65 corpora-
tors alone.

Soon after the results,
Eknath Shinde

Summit next month. “Our
approach to Al is human-
centric, inclusive, and
focused on its responsible

sion.”

The Opposition Shiv
Sena (UBT) has alleged
that the deci-

moved his cor-
porators to a
five-star hotel.
However, the
corporators
have now
moved out but &%
poaching con- E
cerns remain.
The Shinde
Sena has also
hinted that it
wants the
mayoral post.j&’
Party leader
and minister Uday Samant
said, “Every party wants
the main post, and Bal
Thackeray’s (birth) cente-
nary year gives that
demand a different dimen-

sion for
Mumbai’s
mayor will be
taken from
Delhi, calling it
an insult to the
Shinde Sena.
“For the first
I time in history,
Mumbai’s
mayor is going
to be chosen
- | from Delhi.
| The BJP high
command will
take a decision on this. To
decide Mumbai’'s mayor,
especially those people
who call themselves the
real Shiv Sena, have to go
to Delhi. Is this what Shiv

There are indications
that the development plan

Smart City, a massive ini-
tiative for waste manage-
ment, and a development

CM highlights Gujarat’s
Readiness to leverage
Australia’s Experience in the
Sustainable Use of Olympic
Infrastructure and Sports
Facilities
High Commissioner invites a
High-Level Delegation to Visit
Australia to Review Olympic

Preparations
to be announced by the Deakin University in GIFT City
prime minister includes to Develop a Dedicated
new Central projects in the Ecosystem Beyond a Centre of
capital, the next phase of  Excellence for Sports Science,
Sports Research, and $ports
Business Programmes
High Commissioner of
Australia Lauds Gujarat’s
Rapid Advancement in the
Renewable Energy Sector
Expresses keenness to extend
the expertise of Australia to
Support Gujarat’s Renewable
Energy Transition

oped India by 2047, as
envisioned by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, it is impera-
tive that States formulate

clear and forward-looking Gandhinagar, 21
development = roadmaps, janyary 2026:  Chief
and Uttar Pradesh is mak-  \iinister Shri Bhupendra

ing a significant contribu-
tion in this direction.

Shri Harivansh high-
lighted that between 2017
and 2025, nearly six crore
people in Uttar Pradesh
have been lifted above the
poverty line through
planned and targeted inter-
ventions. He noted the
State Government’s ambi-
tious objective of trans-
forming Uttar Pradesh into

a one-trillion-dollar econo-  Alpares, Minister of Foreign

my by 2030, raising the Affairs, European Union
growth rate to 20 per cent

in the next five years and
scaling up to a six-trillion-
dollar ‘economy by 2047, Myrmu at Rashtrapati
while increasing the State’s  Bhayan today (January 21,
share in the national GDP  702g).

from 9.5 per cent to 16 per Welcoming Mr Albares
cent. at Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
President said that rela-
tions between India and

Patel expressed Gujarat’s
willingness to draw upon
Australia’s experience and

sustainable utilisation of

(Gns).
H.E. Mr Jose Manuel

called on the President of
India, Smt. Droupadi

enriched by trade, culture
and shared values of

and ethical use. | think it is ¢ noted that this year is

expertise in the long-term,

and Cooperation of Spain,

Spain go back centuries,

democracy and pluralism.

corridor
Vizhinjam port.
The prime minister will

connecting

infrastructure, housing, and
other sports facilities for the
Olympic Games.

He shared this perspec-
tive during a meeting held
in Gandhinagar with the
High Commissioner of
Australia to India, Mr Philip
Green OAM.

flag off four new trains,

including the Amrit Bharat
service. This will be fol-

The High Commissioner
of Australia extended an
invitation to a high-level
delegation from Gujarat to
visit Brisbane to observe
and review the prepara-
tions. He also conveyed
Australia’s interest in part-

With refer-|
ence to the|
Brisbane
Olympic
Games sched-
uled for 2032,
the  meeting
included
detailed dis- ||
cussions  on L=

Australia’s ongoing efforts
to develop infrastructure,
accommodation, and relat-
ed facilities.

The High Commissioner
elaborated on plans for the
post-Games utilisation of
this infrastructure, including
its conversion into public
housing and student hos-
tels, as well as the use of
sports grounds for other
events.

70th anniversary of our
diplomatic relations, which
is being marked by cele-
brating the 'India-Spain
Dual Year of Culture,
Tourism and  Artificial
Intelligence'.
The President
said that India
and Spain have a
steadily growing
economic rela-
tionship, with
expanding trade
and investment.
She said that
Spams strengths |
in  engineering,
railways, renewable energy,

nering with Gujarat to offer
advanced training, particu-
larly in swimming, para-ath-

letics, and high-perfor-
mance centres.

While acknowledging
the skills and excellence of
Australian athletes, CM
expressed optimism about
advancing through collabo-
rative efforts, enabling
Gujarat’s athletes to benefit
from world-class training

urban services, and
defence aerospace com-
plement India’'s develop-
ment priorities. She

expressed confidence that
with the signing of India —

EU FTA, the trade relation-

lowed by the BJP’s public
meeting at Putharikandam
Maidan.

High Commissioner of Australia Mr. Philip Green, pays a courtesy
visit to Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel in Gandhinagar

and perform strongly at the
2036 Olympic Games.

The High Commissioner
of Australia also briefed CM
about plans to establish a
Centre of Excellence at
Deakin University in GIFT
City for sports science,
sports business, and sports
research, aimed at creating
a comprehensive and self-
sustaining ecosystem. He
also invited Chief Minister
Shri Bhupendra Patel to
attend Deakin University’s
first convocation ceremony,
scheduled for March 2026.

CM further stated that
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, the strong
and friendly relations
between India and
Australia, along  with
Australia’s partnership in
the Vibrant Gujarat Summit,
have benefited Gujarat
across sectors such as
gems and jewellery, textiles,
apparel and clothing, life
sciences, and pharmaceuti-
cals.

Minister of foreign affairs, european union and
cooperation of spain calls on the president

ship between the two coun-
tries  will  further be
strengthened.

The President said that
as strong adherents to mul-
tilateralism, India and
Spain must work together
on multilateral platforms
such as the UN and G-20 to
further our shared goals of
peace, prosperity and sta-
bility across the world.

The President under-
lined that India and Spain
have a shared position on
countering the menace of
terrorism which remains a
serious threat to global
peace and stability.

very similar to the approach
of Europe. We are confi-
dent that the Dual Year will
encourage greater institu-
tional and industry-led col-
laboration,” he added.

He observed that eco-
nomic partnership is an
important pillar of the India-
Spain relationship. "Spain
is among India’s important
trade partners in the EU,
and the bilateral trade in
goods has crossed USD 8
billion in recent years.
Spanish companies have
made a significant pres-
ence in India, particularly in
infrastructure, renewable
energy, urban mobility,
engineering, water man-
agement.

Sena is? They have no
self-respect. These are
helpless people. They only
want power,” said Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay

Jio Air Fiber

Raut.
He claimed that PM
Narendra Modi wants

BJP’s mayor but the party
lacks a majority. He said
that the corporators are
kept in a hotel almost like
prisoners.

“‘Despite having the gov-
ernment at the Centre and
a strong Deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis in
Maharashtra, these corpo-
rators remain locked up.
Why are they so afraid?”
Raut asked.

He further claimed that
the BJP made Shinde
Deputy CM only to break
Shiv Sena.
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Strategic Influence

Pragmatic power was on display when Venezuelan
opposition leader Maria Corina Machado walked into the
White House carrying her Nobel peace medal and pre-
sented it to US President Donald Trump. The gesture
was not about metal or ceremony. It was a calculated
attempt to convert moral authority into political leverage.
Ms Machado was speaking in the only currency left to a
leader excluded from formal power: symbolism as strat-
egy. Mr Trump received the moment with warmth and
praise. He has never concealed his appreciation for
spectacle or his desire for global recognition.

Accepting the tribute cost him little and gained him
much ~ optics, validation, and the appearance of solidar-
ity with a democratic cause. Yet his parallel engagement
with Ms Delcy Rodriguez, the interim authority in
Caracas, reveals the deeper logic at work. Washington is
hedging, not choosing. This dual-track approach is not
confusion; it is design. Ms Machado offers legitimacy,
aspiration, and international sympathy. Ms Rodriguez
offers continuity, administrative control, and access to
institutions. One is moral capital, the other operational
capital. In geopolitics, both are useful, but not equally
decisive. Ms Machado’s invocation of shared revolution-
ary histories — George Washington, Lafayette and
Bolivar ~ was a deliberate attempt to bind Venezuela’s
struggle to America’s own founding narrative. It was an
intelligent appeal, but history carries less weight than
hydrocarbons. The rapid restructuring of Venezuela’s oil
sector, the interception of tankers, and the reopening of
diplomatic channels point to a transition being engi-
neered, not celebrated. Stability is being prioritised over
symbolism. For Ms Machado, the reality is unforgiving.
She must remain visible without being empowered, hon-
oured without being endorsed. The Nobel
becomes both shield and signal: proof of global recogni-
tion and an admission of political exclusion.

It is the language of someone locked out of the room
where contracts are written. When leverage is absent,
gestures become tools. Outside the gates, supporters
chanting her name told another story ~ of yearning, loy-
alty, and a desire for clean rupture. But crowds do not
reopen embassies. They do not negotiate energy flows.
They do not move tankers. The distance between popu-
lar aspiration and diplomatic engineering has rarely been
so stark. Mr Trump’s posture captures the era. He can
praise Ms Machado as brave while calling Ms Rodriguez
cooperative. He can honour dissent while negotiating
with authority. This is as much moral ambiguity as it is

strategic flexibility.

For a superpower managing regime change, energy
access, and regional stability, sentiment is useful, but
leverage is decisive. There is a wider lesson here. Global
recognition does not guarantee political agency. Nobel
prizes cannot be transferred, but influence can. Medals
do not change governments; agreements do. Ms
Machado’s gesture was courageous, but it was also an
admission of imbalance. She offered legitimacy in a mar-
in power.
Venezuela is not a romantic restoration but a managed
realignment. Ms Machado’s appeal reminds the world
what is at stake. Washington’s response shows how

ketplace trading

transitions are shaped.

medal

What is unfolding in

BJP under Nabin will seek expansion In south, east

In the vast and vibrant
tapestry of Indian democra-
cy, few moments carry the
weight of quiet transforma-
tion quite like the election
of Nitin Nabin as national
president of the Bharatiya
Janata Party. To helm the
world’s largest political
party — one that boasts
over 13 crore members-is
to shoulder a responsibility
that transcends mere
organisational leadership.
It is to steward a movement
whose roots run deep into
the soil of India’s nationalist

awakening.

The BJP’s soul s
shaped by the towering
vision of Dr. Shyama

Prasad Mukherjee, who
laid its foundations as a
bold alternative to the pre-
vailing political order, and

Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, whose pro-
found philosophy of
Integral Humanism and

Antyodaya — the upliftment

of the last man standing —
continues to illuminate its
path. “Nation First” is not a
catchphrase here — it is a
lived conviction. Antyodaya
is not rhetoric — it is the
moral thread that binds
every policy and every
worker.

In stark contrast to the
Congress party, where
leadership has too often
been a matter of inheri-
tance, the BJP has always
celebrated the ascent of
those who rise from the
dust of the ground, forged
by toil, sacrifice, and an
unshakeable devotion to
the country. Nitin Nabin’s
election is the latest, lumi-
nous chapter in this endur-
ing story of merit over line-
age. Nitin Nabin steps into
a legacy that is both hum-
bling and exhilarating — a
lineage of leaders who,
across decades, turned a
fledgling party into the
dominant force of Indian

politics. It begins, of course,
with Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and L.K. Advani, the twin
pillars on whose shoulders
the modern BJP stands.
Vajpayee was poetry in

)k

motion — an orator whose
words could soothe a rest-
less nation or stir its deep-
est pride. As Prime Minister
between 1998 and 2004,
he mastered the delicate
balancing of coalition poli-
tics, holding together a
large alliance while boldly

asserting India’s place on
the world stage with
nuclear tests and economic
reforms that still echo today.
L. K. Advani, the steadfast
crusader, brought fire to the

cause. His Rath Yatra of
1990 was more than a jour-
ney across miles; it was a
pilgrimage that reawak-
ened India’s civilisational
memory, touching chords of
cultural identity that had
long lain dormant. It
changed the grammar of

Indian politics forever.

Then came Murli
Manohar Joshi, the schol-
ar-statesman whose intel-
lectual depth added philo-
sophical gravitas to the
party. His Ekta Yatra from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir in
1992 was a defiant hymn to
national unity at a time
when forces of separatism
threatened to tear the
country apart. A young
Narendra Modi, organising
quietly in the background,
was already preparing him-
self for a larger role in the
years to come. The setback
of the 2004 defeat tested
the party’s resilience.
Rajnath Singh and Nitin
Gadkari stepped in, revital-
ising party cadres, restor-
ing confidence, sharpening
ideology, and preparing the
ground for the seismic
return in 2014. The Modi
era brought out Amit
Shah'’s relentless organisa-
tional genius.

India’s push to build its own rare earth magnet

India’s push to build its
own rare earth magnet
industry is being framed as
a leap towards strategic
autonomy, but it is better
understood as a late awak-
ening. For years, supply
security was treated as an
abstract concern, until
trade frictions and export
controls exposed how
deeply modern manufactur-
ing depends on a narrow
geography. Magnets may
be small, yet they sit at the
core of electric vehicles,
wind turbines, defence plat-
forms, and medical equip-
ment, making vulnerability
unavoidable.

The government’s
incentive scheme signals
intent, but intent alone can-
not manufacture compe-
tence. Magnet production
requires advanced metal-
lurgy, precision sintering,
tight quality control, and a
workforce trained in tech-
niques that take decades to
master. Countries that

dominate this space built
ecosystems patiently, link-
ing universities, research
labs and industry. India is
attempting to compress
that journey into a few
years, while still lacking
commercial-scale experi-
ence, proven technology
platforms and credible
industrial champions capa-
ble of executing at scale for
the long term. Raw materi-
als pose an even harder
constraint. India may hold

sizable rare earth reserves,

but geology does not equal
availability. Mining, separa-
tion, and refining are envi-
ronmentally sensitive, capi-
tal intensive and technolog-
ically complex.

More critically, the coun-
try lacks extractable quanti-
ties of heavier elements
such as dysprosium and
terbium that are essential
for high-performance mag-
nets. Without assured
access to these inputs,
domestic  manufacturing

Amazon launches all-new Echo Show
11 and fourth-gen Echo Show 8 in India

Lucknow, 21 Jan 2026:
Amazon today announced
the launch of its all-new
Echo Show 11 and fourth-
generation Echo Show 8
smart displays with Alexa in
India. The devices feature
an all-new audio architec-
ture and Omnisense cus-
tom sensor platform,
along with a new design
that includes edge-to-
edge glass displays and
thin bezels. These
devices offer deep bass

how customers across
India  integrate  these
devices into their daily

lives—whether it's embrac-
ing advanced automation
enabled by Omnisense
technology,

new audio

includes a sleek design,
3D-knit fabric, thin bezels
that maximises the displays’
viewing area, and ambient
visuals that adapt to the
environment for viewing
comfort. The high-definition

and crisp vocals, and sim-
plified smart home routines
using motion, presence,
and temperature detection.
Echo Show 11 and Echo
Show 8 have maximised
viewing area at 11 inches
and 8.7 inches, respective-
ly, compared to previous
Echo Show smart displays
in India.

Through on-screen
touch controls and hands-
free voice commands to
Alexa, Echo Show 11 and
Echo Show 8 help cus-
tomers control compatible
smart home devices, set
smart home routines, enjoy
audio-visual content from
compatible apps, and navi-
gate daily tasks like man-
aging calendars and shop-
ping lists, and asking for
recipes.

“Whether coordinating
family schedules, manag-
ing a smart home, or stay-
ing on top of a busy day,
Echo Show 11 and Echo
Show 8 are designed to
help. These devices serve
as home assistants, help-
ing customers stay organ-
ised and connected, while
adapting seamlessly to the
way they live and taking
care of routine tasks so
they can focus on what
matters most," said Dilip
R.S., Director and Country
Manager, Amazon Devices
India. "I'm excited to see

experiences, or seamless
hands-free voice control
with Alexa."

Embrace the conven-
ience of advanced home
automation

Echo Show 11 and Echo
Show 8 are powered by
AZ3 Pro, a custom-
designed  silicon  chip
enabling fast performance.
Built on top of this silicon is
Omnisense, a custom sen-
sor platform designed for
ambient Al. It uses a range
of sensors and signals,
including the 13-megapixel
(MP) camera, audio, ultra-
sound, Wi-Fi radar,
accelerometer, and Wi-Fi
CSI to deliver personalised,
proactive, and helpful Alexa
experiences.

This enables automated
responses like adjusting
compatible smart lights
when someone enters a
room or triggering tempera-
ture-based routines when
the room reaches a certain
temperature. Customers
can set up smart home rou-
tines through the Alexa app.

Experience the comfort
of maximised viewing area
and ambient visuals

Echo Show 11 and Echo
Show 8 feature an 11-inch
full HD and 8.7-inch HD
edge-to-edge glass display,
respectively, offering vivid
colours and sharp picture
definition. The new build

displays are complemented
by a 13MP camera with
centred auto-framing, and
noise reduction technology,
enabling clear video calls
and conversations with
friends and family who
have Echo smart displays
or the Alexa app.

Enjoy room-filling sound
with spatial audio

The all-new audio archi-
tecture on Echo Show 11
and Echo Show 8 makes
them  Amazon’s best
sounding smart displays
currently available in India.
Both devices come with
front-firing stereo speakers
and a custom woofer for
room-filling sound with spa-
tial audio. The full-range
drivers are placed under
the displays and are
designed to fire audio front-
wards to deliver clear
sound with crisp vocals
directly toward the cus-
tomer.

Customers can stream
their favourite music, pod-
casts, or audiobooks
through service providers
like Amazon Music, Apple
Music, Spotify, JioSaavn,
or Audible (subscription
fees may apply).

risks remaining tethered to
foreign suppliers, under-
mining the promise of self-
S A

reliance in strategic sectors
nationwide over the coming
decade. Scale is another

uncomfortable
Current

question.
consumption
already runs high, and
demand from electric
mobility, renewable energy

Nail

Do you have dry,
cracked, splitting, brittle fin-
gernails during the winter
months?

It's not just your skin
that dries out during the
winter months; your nails
do too! As soon as there’s
even a hint of chill in the air,
your nails start to chip and
flake.

If you are experiencing
slow nail growth, brittle
nails, nail breakage, nail
splitting, and other nail
problems nowadays, winter
is to blame here as well.
People often take special
care of their hair and skin
during chilling weather, but
forget to take care of their
nails.

Nails are part of the
integumentary system
(skin) of your body and they
develop from the outer
layer of your skin called the
epidermis. The exact same
cells that form the outer
layer of your skin also form
your nails. These cells
harden more in your nails,
but structurally they share
many common features
and needs.

and electronics will acceler-
ate. Planned capacity addi-
tions look impressive on

paper but may still lag the
curve. If domestic output
cannot keep pace, depend-
ence merely shifts from fin-
ished magnets to imported
components and materials.
Strategic autonomy is not
achieved by partial substi-

Natural oils hold togeth-
er the different layers of
your nails, so cold and dry
winter months and lots of
hand washing with harsh
soaps will dry out this natu-
ral "glue." It's very similar to
the dry skin you experience
during the winter months.

The same concept to fix
dry skin can be used for dry
nails, but different formula-
tions are recommended
because of the unique
structural properties of your
nails.

Here, are easy winter
nail care tricks to make
sure your nails stay long
and strong.

One easy to way coun-
teract cold weather? With a
nice warm pair of gloves

Protect your nails by
wearing a nice warm pair of
rubber gloves for vyour
washing chores. This is
when you are gardening,
house cleaning, washing
dishes, or wusing harsh
chemicals.

When you wear gloves,
you protect your nails from
getting dry and at the same
time, keep dirt out of your

tution; it requires end-to-
end resilience across vol-
umes that match industrial
ambition and long-term
procurement commitments
from major public and pri-
vate buyers alike. Cost will
decide the battlefield.
Chinese producers benefit
from scale, integrated sup-
ply chains, and years of
process optimisation,
allowing prices that are
hard to match. If Indian
magnets emerge signifi-
cantly costlier, industry will
quietly return to imports
despite policy rhetoric.

This is where smart
statecraft matters: not just
subsidies for factories, but
incentives for users,
assured offtake, and pro-
curement rules that reward
domestic value addition
without breeding inefficien-

nails. Massage a cream,
oils, or ointments to damp
nails and the skin around
the nails after washing
chores

Doing so can protect
your nails from breakage
and help locking in mois-
ture to help preserve the
cuticle seal and strengthen
the nail itself.

For dry hands and nails,
massage almond oil on the
hands and around the nails
too, in order to soften the
cuticles. The cuticle (skin
surrounding  the  nail)
should be kept soft and
smooth. Otherwise, it sticks
to the nail and gets
dragged as the nail grows.
This causes the skin to get
stretched and torn. The
skin can even become
infected if this happens.
Daily massage is even
more important during the
dry winter season.

For moisturizing your
nail, take 1 tablespoon of
almond and castor oil, and
mix a little hand cream in it.
Massage the mixture into
your hands. Follow up with
moisturizer and treat your-

DEMOCRACIES AROUND THE WORLD APPEAR UNEASY

(Gns).

As 2026 begins, democ-
racies around the world
appear uneasy, defensive,
and increasingly fragile.
The challenge facing dem-
ocratic systems today is not
limited to electoral out-
comes or ideological com-
petition. It runs deeper —
into the health of institu-
tions, the credibility of gov-
ernance, and the ability of
states to retain public trust
while  managing rapid
social, economic, and tech-
nological change. India is
often discussed as a spe-
cial case. But viewing its
democratic anxieties in iso-
lation misses the larger pic-
ture. What we are witness-
ing is a global phenomenon.

Across Europe, North
America, Asia, and the
Global South, liberal demo-
cratic assumptions that
once appeared settled are

being questioned. Anti-
migrant politics, cultural
majoritarianism, executive
overreach, and declining
tolerance for dissent are no
longer fringe tendencies.
They are becoming main-
stream political strategies.
The result is a slow but per-
ceptible shift from demo-
cratic expansion to demo-
cratic defence. For much of
the post-war period, the
democratic trajectory was
clear. Rights would gradu-
ally expand, institutions
would deepen, and soci-
eties would internalise
democratic values over
time. Structures were
expected to shape behav-
iour.

That assumption now
appears inverted. Instead
of democratic values
strengthening institutions,
institutions are increasingly
being asked to survive

societies that are becoming
more polarised, impatient,
and susceptible to populist
narratives. This reversal is
visible not only in emerging
democracies, but also in
countries long considered
democratic role models. In
many places, the political
struggle is no longer about
securing new rights or enti-
tlements. It is about pre-
venting erosion of existing
ones. Workers fight to pre-
serve minimum protections
rather than demand
stronger safeguards.
Citizens mobilise to retain
procedural fairness rather
than expand participation.
This defensive posture is a
warning sign. Democracies
that stop moving forward
eventually begin sliding
backward.

The coming year carries
particular significance
because multiple stress

points are converging
simultaneously. Across
countries, governments are
grappling with voter trust,
electoral integrity, demo-
graphic shifts, and institu-
tional recalibration. In
India’s context, upcoming
exercises related to census
enumeration, voter verifica-
tion, and constituency
delimitation are not merely
technical. They are legiti-

macy-defining. Globally,
similar fault lines exist.
Population imbalances,

migration pressures, and
representational equity are
triggering debates about
who counts, how much,
and why. These questions
strike at democracy’s core:
political equality. If such
processes are conducted
transparently and inclusive-
ly, they can strengthen
institutions.

If perceived as opaque

or politically skewed, they
risk deepening mistrust—
especially in societies
already marked by regional,
ethnic, or economic dispar-
ities. Another defining fea-
ture of 2026 is technologi-
cal acceleration, particular-
ly artificial intelligence. Al is
not merely a labour-market
disruptor. It is a governance
disruptor. It reshapes how
narratives are formed, how
information circulates, and
how power is exercised.
Democracies that fail to
anticipate Al's social and
institutional consequences
risk compounding inequali-
ty and precarity. The histor-
ical pattern is clear: techno-
logical change eliminates
certain forms of work faster
than societies can create
new ones. Reskilling alone
cannot absorb displace-
ment at the scale Al threat-
ens to produce.

As party president,
Shah redrew India’s politi-
cal map — planting the saf-
fron flag deep in the North
East, making serious
inroads in Bengal, and
orchestrating the stagger-
ing 2017 Uttar Pradesh vic-
tory. His revolution lay in
the booths: empowering
the humble karyakarta, per-
fecting the science of
micro-management, turn-
ing every worker into a pil-
lar of electoral strength. J.P.
Nadda, with his calm effi-
ciency, carried the baton
forward. He presided over
the BJP’s first government
in Odisha, engineered
stunning recoveries in
Maharashtra and Haryana,
and guided the party’s
fightback after the slight dip
of the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections — where, though
short of an outright majority,
the NDA under Modi’s lead-
ership retained power with
renewed purpose.

industry

cy or distorting competition
across downstream sectors
critical to growth and
employment  generation.
None of this makes the
mission futile. It makes it
honest. Building a rare
earth magnet ecosystem is
a generational project, not
a budget-cycle deliverable.
It demands patient capital,
credible partnerships, sus-
tained research funding,
and regulatory clarity that
survives political change.
The real achievement will
not be an announced
capacity figure, but a quiet
accumulation of know-how,
suppliers and skills that
reduces vulnerability year
by year. That is how indus-
trial sovereignty is built
over decades, and not in
quarters or headlines.

Care in Winters: Shahnaz Husain

self to a weekly hand at-
home treatment mask.

Never cut, push back, or
try to get rid of cuticles alto-
gether. In fact, the cuticle is
the nail’'s natural protective
seal. Moisturizing the cuti-
cles with cream or oil helps
protect and strengthen your
nails helping stimulate nail
growth, and bringing blood
and nutrients to maintain
healthy nails.

. Cuticle oils will pene-
trate into the deeper layers
of the skin and hydrate the
cuticle, skin, and nail area,
and help in preventing
breakage of the nails.

Once a week soak the
nails in lukewarm water for
a few minutes and after-
wards apply the cream to
the nails. Massage them,
so that it helps to soften the
skin and lock in the mois-
ture by wearing cotton
gloves for at least an hour.
Then push the -cuticles
back gently using a cotton
bud. Never use sharp
instruments to clean under
the nails.

For strong and healthy
nails, include adequate
protein and calcium in your
diet. Take skimmed milk,
yoghurt, cottage cheese
(paneer), fish eggs and
sprouts. Follow a ten-day
programme of taking gela-
tin. Dissolve one teaspoon
of gelatin in a little boiling
water. Cool the water and
add it to fruit juice. Have
this daily for ten days.

A weekly manicure
keeps nails in good condi-
tion. For a home manicure,
first, remove old nail var-
nish. To cut nails, use a nail
clipper. Then shape them
with an emery board. File in
one direction only. Soak the
hands in lukewarm water
for 5 minutes after adding a
few drops of shampoo. Use
a soft brush to clean your
nails.

If you have nails which
break easily, avoid frosted
nail polish. If there is any
infection or pain, avoid fil-
ing the nails and using nail
polish. Get medical atten-
tion first. Fungal infection of
the nails is quite common.
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Western railway to run three pairs of super-
fast special trains to various destinations

Mumbai,

For the convenience of
passengers and to clear
extra rush of passengers,
Western Railway will run 03
pairs of superfast weekly
special trains on special
fare.

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer,
Western  Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, the details
of these trains are as under:

1) Train No. 09009/
09010 Bandra Terminus —
Bhuj Superfast Weekly
Special [10 Trips]

Train No. 09009 Bandra
Terminus — Bhuj Special will
depart from Bandra
Terminus every Sunday at
19:25 hrs. and will reach
Bhuj at 09:50 hrs., the next
day. This train will run from
25th January to 22nd
February, 2026. Similarly,
Train No. 09010 Bhuj -
Bandra Terminus Special
will depart from Bhuj every
Monday at 14:00 hrs and

will arrive Bandra Terminus

at 05:10 hrs, the next day.

This train will run from 26th

January to 23rd February,

2026.
Enroute, this train will

halt at Borivali, Vapi, Surat,

Vadodara, Ahmedabad
Dhrangadhra,
Bhachau and Gandhidham
stations in both directions

This train comprises of

AC - 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier,

Sleeper Class and General
Second Class coaches.

2) Train No. 09011/
09012 Bandra Terminus —
Bhuj Superfast Weekly
Special [10 Trips]

Train No. 09011 Bandra
Terminus — Bhuj Special will
depart from Bandra
Terminus every Tuesday at
23:55 hrs and will reach
Bhuj at 14:30 hrs, the next
day. This train will run from
27th January to 24th

February, 2026. Similarly,

Train No. 09012 Bhuj -
Bandra Terminus Special
will depart from Bhuj every

Samakhiali,

Wednesday at 17:40 hrs
and will arrive Bandra
Terminus at 08:45 hrs, the
next day. This train will run
from 28th January to 25th
February, 2026.

Enroute, this train will
halt at Borivali, Vapi, Surat,
Vadodara, Ahmedabad
Dhrangadhra, Samakhiali,
Bhachau and Gandhidham
stations in both direction

This train comprises of
AC - 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
second class coaches.

3) Train No. 09017/
09018 Bandra Terminus —
Veraval Weekly Special [10
Trips]

Train No. 09017
Bandra Terminus — Veraval
Special will depart from
Bandra Terminus every
Sunday at 14:40 hrs and
will reach Veraval at 08:05
hrs, the next day. This train
will run from 25th January
to 22nd February, 2026.
Similarly, Train No. 09018
Veraval — Bandra Terminus

Special will depart from
Veraval every Monday at
11:05 hrs and will arrive
Bandra Terminus at 04:55
hrs, the next day. This train
will run from 26th January
to 23th February, 2026.
Enroute, this train will
halt at Borivali, Vapi, Surat,

Vadodara, Anand,
Ahmedabad,
Surendranagar, Rajkot,

Gondal, Jetalsar, Junagadh
and Keshod stations in both
direction

This train comprises of
AC - 2 Tier, AC 3 Tier,
Sleeper Class and General
second class coaches.

The booking for Train No.
09009, 09010, 09011,
09012, 09017 & 09018 will
open from 22nd January,
2026 at all PRS counters &
on IRCTC website. For
detailed information regard-
ing timings of halts and

composition, passengers
may please visit
www.enquiry. indianrail.
gov.in.

Centre for Trade and Investment Law and National Law University Odisha
Organize International Conference on Role of Trade in Global Energy Transition

(Gns).

The Centre for Trade
and Investment Law (CTIL),
in collaboration with the
Centre for International
Trade Law, National Law
University Odisha (NLUO),
organised a two-day
International Conference
on the theme “Role of
International Trade in

Global Energy Transition”

at the National Law
University Odisha campus
in Cuttack, under the aegis

of the World Trade
Organization (WTQO) Chairs
Programme.

The Conference was
attended by Justice Biraja
Prasanna, Odisha High
Court, Prasanna Satapathy,
as the Chief Guest, and
Professor N.L. Mitra as the
Guest of Honour. The event
also witnessed the pres-

ence of Ambassador Ujal
Singh  Bhatia, Former

Chairperson, World Trade

Organization
Body.

The Conference fea-
tured special addresses by
Professor Werner Zdouc,
Former Director, World
Trade Organization
Appellate Body Secretariat;
Dr. Kaushik Deb, Executive

Appellate

Director, Energy Policy

Institute, University of

Chicago; Professor James
J.
Nedumpara,

Head, Centre
for Trade and
Investment
Law; and Ms.
Alice Tipping,
Director,
Trade and
Sustainable

il Development,
il International

Institute  for

Sustainable
Development.
Discussions at the

Conference focused on the
role of the multilateral trad-
ing system at the intersec-
tion of international trade
and global energy transi-
tion. High-level technical
sessions deliberated on

green industrial policy, sus-
tainable trade frameworks,
clean energy systems, reg-
ulatory practices, carbon
governance and challenges
faced by  developing
economies in the global
energy transition.

Each panel discussion
concluded with interactive
question-and-answer ses-
sions, enabling meaningful
engagement between
speakers and participants.
Distinguished  speakers
from international institu-
tions, academia and policy-
making bodies shared
insights on aligning interna-
tional trade rules with cli-
mate and sustainability
objectives, underscoring
the Conference’s role as a
constructive platform for
policy dialogue and knowl-
edge exchange.

Union Minister of State Smt. Anupriya Patel Launches NBEMS Online
Training Programme on Artificial Intelligence in Medical Education

Over 42,000 Doctors
Registered for NBEMS Al
Programme
Al in Healthcare No Longer
Optional, but a Necessity :
Mo$ Health
Artificial Intelligence to
Augment Medical

Professionals, Not Replace
Them: Anupriya Patel
(Gns).
Union Minister of State

Health and Family
Welfare, Smt. Anupriya
Patel, today launched an
online training programme
on Atrtificial Intelligence (Al)
in Medical Education devel-
oped by the National Board
of Examinations in Medical
Sciences (NBEMS), an
autonomous body under
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare,
Government of India.

The programme has
been designed to provide
approximately 50,000 doc-
tors with a foundational

for

understanding of Artificial
Intelligence and its practi-
cal applications in clinical
practice, diagnostics, clini-
cal decision-making,
research and medical edu-
cation. The initia-

programme. She described
the initiative as both timely
and forward-looking, stat-
ing that in a country grap-
pling with a significant bur-
den of non-communicable

tive aims to
enhance digital
competencies
among medical
professionals
and enable them
to effectively
integrate Al-
based tools into
healthcare deliv-
ery and academ-
ic practice.
Addressing the gather-
ing, the Union Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare, Smt. Anupriya
Patel, expressed satisfac-
tion at the enthusiastic
response to the initiative
and noted that more than
42,000 doctors have
already registered for the

diseases and the continu-
ing challenge of tuberculo-
sis, such programmes can
support a shift from reac-
tive to more proactive and
preventive approaches to
healthcare delivery.

The Minister of State
emphasised that the use of
Artificial Intelligence in
healthcare is no longer an

option but a necessity. She
stated that Al is not intend-
ed to replace doctors, but
to augment their capabili-
ties, help bridge gaps aris-
ing from shortages of med-
ical professionals, and
address the growing bur-
den of patients. She under-
scored that the adoption of
Al must be guided by the
principles of accountability,
accessibility, and ethical
use, ensuring that techno-
logical advancements
strengthen healthcare
delivery while safeguarding
patient interests.

She also congratulated
NBEMS for its commend-
able efforts in conceptualis-
ing and implementing the
programme, and appreciat-
ed the institution for taking
a proactive role in leverag-
ing emerging technologies
to strengthen medical edu-
cation and healthcare deliv-
ery in the country.

GSI Presents Exploration Action Plan for Field
Season 2026-27 with Focus on Critical Minerals

Posted On: 21 JAN
2026 5:04PM by PIB Delhi

The 65th meeting of the
Central Geological
Programming Board
(CGPB) was held today at
the A. P. Shinde
Symposium Hall, ICAR,
Pusa, New Delhi. The
meeting was inaugurated
by Shri Piyush Goyal,
Secretary, Ministry  of
Mines, with the traditional
lighting of the lamp, in the
gracious presence of Shri
Asit Saha, Director General,
Geological Survey of India
(GSI), Shri Sanjay Lohiya,
Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Mines, and Dr.
Joyesh Bagchi, Additional
Director General, GSI.

The proceedings were
chaired by Shri Piyush
Goyal, Secretary, Ministry
of Mines and Chairman,
CGPB. This pivotal event
brought together key stake-
holders from the Central
Ministries, State
Governments, Industry,
Academia and mining sec-

tors to deliberate on geo-
scientific  advancements
and mineral exploration
strategies, with a special

emphasis on leveraging
advanced geoscientific
technologies, digital plat-
forms and Al-enabled tools

focus on critical minerals,
resource augmentation,
energy transition, geohaz-
ard management and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

In his welcome address,
Shri Asit Saha, Director
General, Geological Survey
of India, underscored GSI’s
firm commitment to aligning
geoscientific programmes
with national priorities and
the vision of Atmanirbhar
Bharat. He highlighted that
the upcoming Annual
Programme places strong
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to accelerate mineral dis-
covery, particularly of con-
cealed and deep-seated
deposits. The Director
General further highlighted
that targeted exploration of
critical and strategic miner-
als will significantly
strengthen the country’s
mineral security and sup-
port emerging sectors of
the economy.

Shri  Sanjay Lohiya,
Additional Secretary, Mines,
in his address, under-
scored the importance of

fast-tracking the explo-
ration in the country by all
the exploration agencies.
He directed GSI, NPEAs
and other exploration agen-
cies to complete the proj-
ects within the stipulated
time. He informed that the
agencies taking up explo-
ration in any area may con-
sult the National
Geoscience Data
Repository (NGDR) portal
of Ministry of Mines to
avoid duplication of work.
He also urged State DGMs
and all other stakeholders
to upload their data in
NGDR. He informed that
Ministry of Mines have for-
mulated a Policy for recov-
ery of Critical and Strategic
minerals from ongoing
exploration projects, exist-
ing mines and dumps,
overburdens and tailings.
He requested all the stake-
holders including GSlI, IBM,
AMD, DAE, Ministry of Coal
and State DGMs to adopt
and implement the Policy in
their respective domains.

Press conference of Aam Aadmi Party in Ahmedabad against
attempts to wrongly delete names from the voter list

Ahmedabad / Gujarat

Regarding the SIR
(Special Intensive
Revision) process going on
across Gujarat, a press
conference was organized
by the Aam Aadmi Party at
the Ahmedabad regional
office. At this press confer-
ence, Aam Aadmi Party’s

state president Isudan
Gadhvi, state chief
spokesperson Dr. Karan

Barot and Legal Cell presi-
dent Pranav Thakkar were
present. Addressing the
press conference, state
president Isudan Gadhvi
made serious allegations
and said that during the
SIR process, after the door-
to-door verification carried
out by BLA-1, BLA-2 and
BLO, all the work had been
properly completed except
the process of deleting the
names of about 73,73,000
voters. But after the com-
pletion of this process, a

big conspiracy has been
hatched by BJP leaders
and workers. In the last two
to three days,
more  than
about
9,59,000
applications
have been
filed by BJP
workers to
delete names
from the
voter list,
which is high-
ly suspicious.
In many areas such as
Khambhaliya Assembly,
Bapunagar, Rajkot, Kutch
and other places, thou-
sands of applications have
been submitted together. In
Jamkhambhaliya, about 15
thousand applications were
submitted to delete names,
and a conspiracy was
made to delete 10 thou-
sand votes from all assem-
blies. Isudan  Gadhvi
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alleged that many applica-
tions have been filed in the
names of people who are
not even
aware that an
application
has been
made against
them.
Especially
those  who
voted against
BJP, support-
ed the oppo-
sition and
socially vocal

citizens have been targeted.

The Aam Aadmi Party
exposed the irregularities in
the SIR process with audio
evidence and also made
viral the call record show-
ing that no application was
filed by Dipali ben.

The Aam Aadmi Party
has made a written repre-
sentation to the Election
Commission and put for-

ward the main demands. 1.

All applications received for
deletion of names should
be re-verified in the pres-
ence of representatives of
the opposition. 2. Criminal
action and police com-
plaints should be filed
against those who filed
false applications and sub-
mitted false documents. 3.
All voters whose names are
sought to be deleted should
be given at least 10 days
time and served notice. 4.
The action of deleting
names under political pres-
sure by ignoring the verifi-
cation already done by
BLO should be immediately
stopped. Isudan Gadhvi
warned that if any officer
illegally changes the voter
list under political pressure,
the Aam Aadmi Party will
take legal action against
him and, if necessary, will
take the matter to the
Supreme Court.

DGCA Launches Electronic Personnel Licence
Services for A|rlme Transport Pilot Licence

(Gns).

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
launched the Electronic
Personnel Licence (EPL)
services for Airline
Transport Pilot Licence
(ATPL) in an event held at
DGCA Headquarters here
today. The EPL ATPL serv-
ice was inaugurated by the
DGCA, marking an impor-
tant milestone in its digital
transformation journey.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DG (CA) highlighted
that the EPL initiative is a
key step towards strength-
ening India’s civil aviation
regulatory ecosystem
through secure, modern
and future-ready digital

systems. The DG (CA) con-
gratulated the DGCA teams
and technology partners for
their efforts in implement-

ing this initiative and
acknowledged the cooper-
ation extended by the avia-

Electronic Fersnnrlnl
' for ATPL
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tion industry and stakehold-
ers in adopting the new

system.

The Electronic
Personnel Licence is a
secure digital licence incor-
porating ICAO-aligned

security features to ensure
authent|C|ty, prevent tam-
pering, and enable real-
time verification. The EPL
can be accessed through
the eGCA mobile applica-
tion.

The DGCA had initiated

the roll-out of EPL in
February 2025, starting
with  Commercial Pilot's

Licence (CPL) and Flight
Radio Telephone
Operator’s (Restricted)
Licence (FRTOL). With the
launch of the EPL services
for ATPL, the DGCA further
strengthens its commitment
towards enhanced efficien-
cy, transparency and
improved service delivery
for the aviation sector.

CMD, IREDA Highlights India’s Solar
Leadership at World Economic Forum

(Gns).

Shri Pradip Kumar Das,
Chairman and Managing
Director, Indian Renewable
Energy Development
Agency Ltd. (IREDA), par-
ticipated today in a panel
discussion at the World
Economic Forum (WEF)
Davos 2026. The session
was themed “Scaling Solar

Where It Matters: India’s
Lessons on Rooftop,
Agriculture and

Decentralized Energy for
the Global South.”

Earlier in the day, Shri
Pralhad Joshi, Hon’ble
Union Minister for New and
Renewable Energy, deliv-
ered the keynote address
at the forum, highlighting
India’s experiences and
leadership in advancing
solar energy solutions for
inclusive and sustainable
development.

The session under-
scored India’s global lead-
ership in distributed solar

areas. This is evident from
IREDA’'s exceptionally low
cumulative write-off of just

and its growing
relevance for
emerging

economies. He| 77

ing decentralised
renewable energy
can enhance effi-
ciency in the sys-
tem thereby
reducing the Govt.

&& |(OVFRNM|'_NT
added that adopt- FINDIAAt®0s2026

%149 crore over
its 38-plus years
of
despite financing
of approximately
%1.81 lakh crore
{ since
| reflecting the
company’s strong

subsidies and
AT&C losses, which can
significantly bring down the
costs and ensure afford-
ability.

Shri Das underlined that
while emerging renewable
energy segments are often
viewed as challenging in
terms of risk profiling, effec-
tive project design and pru-
dent risk management can
significantly de-risk these

| appraisal and
monitoring  sys-
tems.

He pointed out that
IREDA finances 70-80% of
project costs under Rooftop
Solar and PM-KUSUM
schemes in aggregator
mode, significantly acceler-
ating clean energy access
across rural India.

Shri Das thanked Union

Minister, Shri Pralhad Joshi,

for providing IREDA with
the platform at the World

operations,

inception,

Economic Forum to show-
case India’s renewable
energy growth, which has
been enabled by a mature
and well-developed
ecosystem.

He also highlighted that
the forum offered an oppor-
tunity to underline IREDA’s
pivotal role in steering
India’s renewable energy
transition, noting that the
country’s experience and
institutional framework
could serve as a valuable
learning for other nations
pursuing their own renew-
able energy journeys.

Citing  Maharashtra’s
progress in agricultural
solarisation, he stressed
the need to build an
enabling ecosystem that
de-risks the sector and
attracts patient global capi-
tal.

NITI Aayog releases three reports on green tran-
sition in cement, aluminium and MSME sectors

(Gns).

India has an aspiration
of becoming Viksit Bharat
by 2047 and achieving
USD 30 trillion economy.
This economic expansion
will be driven by a signifi-
cant increase in industrial
activity and accompanied
by extensive infrastructure
development. Increasing
the share of manufacturing
sector from 17% to 25% in
GDP is a key national
objective that is central to
India’s developmental
goals. India has also
pledged to achieve net-
zero greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2070. Therefore, a
need was identified for
developing industry specif-
ic green transition
roadmaps that are consis-
tent with Viksit Bharat by
2047. In this context, NITI
Aayog released three
reports on decarbonisation
roadmaps for cement, alu-
minium and MSME sectors.
These three reports have
been prepared in consulta-

tion with line ministries/
departments, industry
stakeholders, research

institutions and knowledge
partners.

The
that

Cement Sector:
report  highlights

cement production is likely

to increase sevenfold to
~2100 million tonnes in
2070, from the level of 391
million tonnes
Under the decarbonisation
strategy, the cement sector
must reduce its carbon
intensity from 0.63 tCO,e
per tonne of cement to
approximately 0.09-0.13

tCO,e per tonne by 2070.

The report proposes to pri-
oritize the use of refuse-
derived fuels, clinker sub-
stitution, scaling up of
Carbon Capture, Utilisation
and Storage (CCUS) and
effective implementation of

in 2023.

Carbon Credit Trading
Scheme to enable deep
decarbonisation in this sec-

tor.

Aluminium Sector:
Aluminium production is
projected to increase from
4 million tonnes in 2023 to

37 million tonnes by 2070.

The decarbonisation
roadmap identifies three
phased solutions - transi-
tion to Renewable Energy-
Round the Clock (RE-RTC)
power and enhanced grid
connectivity in the short
term, adoption of nuclear

power in the medium term,

and long-term integration of
CCUS.

MSME Sector: India's

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) form

the backbone of the
nation's industrial land-
scape, contributing nearly
30% to national GDP,

employing over 250 million
people and accounting for
approximately 46%  of
exports. The Roadmap for
Green Transition of MSMEs
focuses on three key
levers: deployment of ener-
gy-efficient equipment,
adoption of alternative fuels,
and integration of green
electricity.

Sh. Suman Bery, Vice
Chairperson, NITI Aayog
observed that MSMEs are
important members  of
domestic and international
supply chains. He urged
prioritizing technology
adoption, access to afford-
able finance, skilling & reg-

ulatory  reforms, and
increased participation of
female workforce to
achieve overall competi-

tiveness of MSMEs. Sh. B.
V. R. Subrahmanyam, CEO,
NITI Aayog emphasized
that these roadmaps would
serve as reference manu-
als for India to achieve its
unique goal of becoming a
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“We Were Stupid To Give Back Greenland To Denmark”,
Trump Says At Davos While Targeting Europe

(Gns).

US President Donald
Trump returned to familiar
territory during his address
at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, delivering
a speech that mixed sharp
humour, criticism of Europe
and renewed claims over
Greenland.

Donald Trump, address-
ing the World Economic
Forum in Davos, criticized
Europe, reasserted his
"America First" ideology,
and questioned Denmark's
historical control over
Greenland, arguing the U.S.
has always defended it.
Trump claimed Denmark
was incapable of defending
Greenland, and repeated
that the U.S. sent its forces
to protect it during World
War Il.

As global leaders and
business executives gath-
ered in Switzerland, Trump
used the platform to restate
his "America First" world-
view and question long-
standing transatlantic

assumptions.

Opening with a light jab
at the audience, Trump
said he was pleased to be
in beautiful Davos with
"so many business lead-
ers, so many friends
and a few enemies",
before pivoting quickly
to praise developments
in the United States
under his leadership
and argue that Europe
was not moving in the
"right direction".

Trump's sharp words on
Greenland's history

The US President then
turned to Greenland, an
issue that has repeatedly
strained ties between
Washington and European
capitals. Referring to the

Arctic island as a "big,
beautiful piece of ice",
Trump argued that

Denmark had been wrong
to relinquish control after
World War .

He said the country was
"stupid” to give Greenland
back to Denmark, claiming

that the decision had only
led to ingratitude despite
America's role in defending
the territory during the war

years.

NATO, defence and
Trump's Greenland argu-
ment

Expanding on the secu-
rity aspect, Trump insisted
that only the United States
was capable of protecting
Greenland in  today's
geopolitical climate.

"...But every NATO ally

must defend their territory.

No nation is in any position
to secure Greenland other
than us," Trump said, while
also noting that Greenland
had fallen to Germany dur-
ing World War II.

In his view, Denmark's
wartime vulnerability
underscored his argument
that the responsibility for
Greenland's security had
historically ~ fallen  on
Washington.

Respect for Denmark,

but no change in tone
Despite the strong lan-
guage, Trump stressed that
his remarks were not aimed
at the people of Denmark

or Greenland themselves.

He said he had "tremen-
dous respect for the people

of Denmark and
Greenland", even as he
repeated claims about

Copenhagen's inability to
defend the territory in the
past.

"US was compelled to
send its own forces to hold
that territory at great cost
and expense. Denmark
knows that," the US
President said, reiterating
that Denmark had "fallen to
Germany" and was "unable
to defend itself and
Greenland".

RTO did intensive checking of illegal double
decker buss for__NatlonaI Road Safety Month

Mathura. In compliance
with the instructions given
by the Chief Minister,
National Road Safety
Month is being organized
from 01.01.2026 to
31.01.2026. Instructions
have been given to cele-
brate the said month as
Zero Fatality Month.

Under the leadership of
Senior Assistant Divisional
Transport Officer
Enforcement Rajesh Rajput,
on Wednesday, the twenty-
first day of National Road
Safety Month, intensive
checking campaign of ille-
gal double decker buses
and other buses was con-
ducted by Satendra Singh
Assistant Divisional
Transport Officer
Enforcement Second Team,

Satendra Singh, Assistant Divisional Transport
Officer Enforcement Second Team, Sandeep
Chaudhary and Pooja Singh while checking illegal

double decker bus.

Sandeep Chaudhary and
Pooja Singh Passenger Tax
OfficerWas run.During the
investigation, challan
action was taken for viola-
tion of traffic rules and the
safety of the passengers
was ensured by checking
the condition and function-

ality of fire extinguishers
and emergency exits avail-
able in the buses. Also, the
vehicle owners/drivers
were advised to maintain
the clutch, steering and
brake systems of their
vehiclesAlong with this,
vehicle owners/drivers

have been directed to fol-
low the rules related to
road safety and not to use
pressure horn/multi horn in
their vehicles. Apart from
this, enforcement teams
visited various schools in
the district and issued
notices to school vehicles
being operated without fit-

ness/permit/insurance etc.,

along with this, all the
schools were directed not
to allow vehicles to be
operated without fitness in
their educational institu-
tions under any circum-
stances, otherwise they
would be punishedln such
a situation, along with tak-
ing action against the vehi-
cle owner, legal action will
also be taken against the
school management

Kabaddi team of students showed
their strength in Youth Talent Festival

- Women's Kabaddi final won
by Vatsalya Public School
Govardhan
= Station in-charge Govardhan
Bhagwat Singh Gurjar and
Peethadhishwar Purna
Prakash Kaushik were the
chief guests.

Govardhan. On
Wednesday, the second
day of the Youth Talent
Festival organized at the
city's prestigious Shri Siddi
Vinayak College

An exciting Kabaddi
match was organized for
the students. The Kabaddi
match was inaugurated by
the chief guest, police sta-
tion in-charge Inspector
Bhagwat Singh Gurjar and
the head of Adhyatma
Peeth Chandra Sarovar
Purna Prakash Kaushik by
lighting the lamp on the idol
of Lord Ganesha. Also got
acquainted with the

Kabaddi  players and

encouraged them

Praising the strength of the Kabaddi team, police
station in-charge Govardhan, head of Adhyatma
Peeth Chandra Sarovar

for health, sports is equally
important in studies. On the

The chief guests said
that the game of student life
also provides us with impor-
tant lessons of morality and
restraint. In today's time, as
much as sports is important

second day of the sports
festival, Kabaddi matches
were held in boys and girls
categories. In which the
final match of women's cat-
egory was won by Vatsalya

Public School Govardhan.

The team of Deendayal
Inter College Adding was
the runner up.

Other matches of the

girls' team were tough
matches between
Kuldeepak Public
Govardhan, Ramchandra
Inter College, Shantanu
Bihari Inter College,

Deendayal Inter, Vatsalya
Inter College and dozens of
other teams. Visitors were
welcomed by Director Nand

Kishore Sharma Advocate,

Principal DrAshok Kumar
Sharma,
Madhu

Director
Vipul Sharma gave memen-
tos. The role of referee was

Sharma, Co-

played by PTI Dilip Yadav.

Law Department Head
Bharat Upadhyay Advocate
expressed his gratitude to
everyone

Hundreds benefited from free medicines and
counseling at KM Hastil's health camp

In KM, not money but the
spirit of service is supreme:
Kishan Choudhary

Mathura. These days,
under the guidance of
Swami Anant Veerya Ji
Maharaj, Chief
Administrator of Vrindavan
Chandrodaya Temple, cour-
tesy of KM Hospital, the
capital of KM Health, free
health camps are being
organized in every village,
in which senior doctors are
providing free treatment
and consultation to the sick
along with medicines. The
benefited patients are
praising this commendable
work of KM Hospital.

In this series, KM
Hospital, Dr. Manan, Dr.
Ankita Singh, Dr.

Rajlakshmi gave free con-
sultation to hundreds of

patients in the Panchayat
Ghar of village Daulata.
Apart from this, KM
Hospital organized a free
health camp at Laxman

Chaudhary, who is con-
scious about education and
health in Braj, said that KM
Medical College and

Hospital and Chandrodaya

Doctors of KM Hospital giving adwce to patients durmg checkup.

Temple located in Achhnera.
In which Dr. Tanmay, Dr.
Ashish, Dr. Ankita Singh, Dr.
Lakshya distributed free
tests and medicines along
with free consultation.
Chancellor  of
University,

KM
Kishan

Mandir Sansthan have
been jointly organizing free
medical camps in every vil-
lage for the last several
months to provide good
health to the poor people in
their homes and
villagesAlong with free con-

sultation, tests and medi-
cines are being given free
of cost.KM and
Chandrodaya Mandir
camps have so far been
organized in 33 villages, in
which thousands of patients
have benefited. In future
also, similar camps will be
organized in the remaining
rural areas, from which my
Braj people can take
advantage and keep them-
selves healthy. KM Hospital
has experienced doctors
and state-of-the-art equip-
ment for world-class treat-
ment of all diseases 24
hours a day. In KM, the spir-

it of service is paramount,

not money. KM's marketing
team manager Amin Khan
and Deepak Kansal and
Shivam had special support
in running the camp

Secretary Mrs.

Satish Sharma,

Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel chairs 26th
Meeting of the State Board for Wildlife in Gandhinagar

Forest Minister and the
Minister of State for Forests
attends the meeting
Jessore Sanctuary is included
under the National
Programme for Bear
Conservation by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Government
of India
CM directs to promote Eco-
Tourism in Protected Forest
Areas and to Frame Visitor
Policy Guidelines

Gandhinagar, 21
January 2026: In the 26th
meeting of the State
Wildlife Board held in
Gandhinagar under the
chairmanship of Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel, it was informed that
the Jessore Sloth Bear
Sanctuary in Banaskantha
has been included in the
National Program for Bear
Conservation by  the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,

Government of India.

In this meeting, held in
the presence of Forest and
Environment Minister Shri
Arjunbhai Modhwadia and

sions on planning commu-
nity participation training for
residents for tiger conser-
vation and protection in the
area, in collaboration with

Minister of State Shri
Pravin Mali, details pre-
sented before the Chief
Minister also mentioned
that the presence of a tiger
has been observed in the
Ratanmahal Sanctuary,
and there is a strong possi-
bility of it settling there per-
manently.

In this context, the
meeting also held discus-

the NTCA.

Chief  Minister  Shri
Bhupendra Patel directed
the Forest Department to
ensure that the rising num-
ber of tourists and visitors
in the state’s protected for-
est areas does not cause
any harm or disturbance to
wildlife.

He instructed that eco-
tourism be promoted and

visitor policy guidelines be
formulated. The meeting
also discussed plans to
identify a sanctuary loca-
tion in the near future for
Gujarat’'s growing leopard
population, including res-
cued leopards.

In the presence of Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel, Forest Minister Shri
Arjun  Modhwadia, and
Minister of State Shri
Pravin Mali, around 18 pro-
posals related to roads,
water supply, optical fibre,
renewable energy, power
transmission lines, and
other facilities within sanc-
tuaries and national parks
were placed before the
meeting for approval.

MLAs Shri  Mahesh
Kaswala, Shri Devabhai
Malam, Smt. Maltiben
Maheshwari and others
participated in the meeting
and offered suggestions for
wildlife conservation.

Dalmia Bharat Limited, Delivers
Strong Financial Performance

January 21st, 2026:
Dalmia Bharat Limited,
(BSE: 542216, NSE:
DALBHARAT), a leading
cement manufacturing
company, reported its con-
solidated financial results
for the quarter and nine
months ended December
31, 2025.

Highlights

- Volume increased by
9.5% YoY to 7.3 MnT

Quarterly EBITDA

grew 17.8% YoY to Rs 602
Cr

- Net Debt to EBITDA
stood at 0.60x as on Dec
31, 2025

- Share of Renewable
Power Consumption stood
at 48%

- Commenced commer-
cial production from 3.6
MnTPA Clinker Line at

Umrangso, Assam
January 20, 2026
Commenting on the per-

on

We delivered a robust vol-
ume growth of 10% YoY
during this quarter driven

Dalmia

Bharat

formance, Mr. Puneet
Dalmia, Managing Director
& CEO - Dalmia Bharat
Limited, said, “The Indian
economy continues to grow
strongly despite global
headwinds. Cement
demand picked up well in
the last quarter post mon-
soon and festival period.

by focused efforts of our
sale team to deliver superi-
or value proposition to our
customers. Happy to share
that we commenced the
commercial production
from our 3.6 MnTPA new
clinker line at Umrangso
which will further strength-
en our position in the North

East. As | look forward, we
remain confident of deliver-
ing sustainable and prof-
itable growth and contribut-
ing to India’'s growth jour-
ney.”

Mr. Dharmender Tuteja,
Chief Financial Officer —
Dalmia Bharat Limited, said
“During the quarter, rev-
enues improved by 10%
YoY to Rs 3,506 Cr while
EBITDA improved by 18%
YoY to Rs 602 Cr. We
remain one of the lowest
cost producers in the coun-
try, while undertaking fur-
ther cost reductions driven
by operational efficiencies
through strategic invest-
ments. Our ongoing expan-
sion projects in Belgaum,
Pune and Kadapa are pro-
gressing as per schedule.
With a robust

Union Bank of India is Assigned a rating of SQS2 -
“Very Good Sustainability Quality” by Moody’s

January 21, 2026:
Moody’s  Ratings has

The
Opinion

Second
by

Party
Moody’s

investors and stakeholders,

reaffirming alignment of

issued a Second Party
Opinion (SPO) on the
Union Bank of India’s
Sustainable  Financing
Framework, assigning a
rating of SQS2 - *“Very

20
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Union Bank

Good Sustainability
Quality”. This rating is the
second-highest on Moody’s
Sustainability Quality Score
(SQS) scale, underscoring
the Bank’s strong commit-
ment to sustainable and
responsible financing.

Ratings is a globally recog-
nized benchmark that pro-
vides independent assur-
ance on the credibility and
robustness of sustainability
frameworks. This opinion
fosters transparency for

of ;‘nd.-'a
Union Bank of India’s
Sustainable Financing

Framework with interna-
tional best practices and
meaningful contribution to
environmental and social
objectives.

Union Bank of India
remains steadfast in its
mission to integrate sus-
tainability into its core oper-
ations and financing activi-
ties, reinforcing its vision of
creating long-term value for
environment, society and
the future generations.

Union Bank of India is
one of India’s leading pub-
lic sector banks, committed
to delivering innovative
financial solutions while
promoting sustainable
development.

lok sabha speaker shri om hirla appeals to leaders and members
of all political parties to cooperate in ensuring smooth function-
ing of the house; cautions against planned disruptions

(Gns).

New Delhi/Lucknow;
January 21, 2026: The 86th
All India Presiding Officers
Conference (AIPOC), held
at the Uttar Pradesh
Vidhan Bhavan, Lucknow,
from January 19 to 21,
2026, concluded success-
fully today with the valedic-
tory address by Lok Sabha
Speaker Shri Om Birla.

In the concluding ses-
sion of the Conference, the
Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, the Hon’ble
Deputy Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, the Hon'ble

Chairman of the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative
Council and the Hon’ble
Speaker of the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative
Assembly addressed the
gathering.

In his  valedictory
address, Lok Sabha

Speaker Shri Om Birla said
that a ‘National Legislative
Index’ will be prepared to
make Legislatures more
effective, people-oriented
and accountable, which
would facilitate a healthy
competition among the leg-
islatures, enhance quality
of dialogue and efficiency
among Legislatures across
the country. He also

informed that a committee
has been constituted in this
regard.

Shr| B|rIa sald that a
minimum of 30 sittings per
year should be ensured in
State Legislatures so that
Legislatures can become
an effective platform for
expression of people’s
aspirations. He said that
the more the House func-

tions, the more meaningful,

serious and result-oriented

discussions will be possible.

The Lok Sabha Speaker
also addressed a press
conference. Responding to
a question on ensuring
smooth conduct of pro-
ceedings during the forth-

coming Budget Session,

the Lok Sabha Speaker
said that  continuous
planned disruptions and
disturbances in the House
are not appropriate for the
country’s democracy. When
disruptions take place in
the House, the greatest

loss is suffered by the citi-
zens. He said that we must
strengthen the culture of

Dlscussmn and Dlalogue
not Disruption.

He appealed to leaders
and Members of all political
parties to cooperate in
ensuring smooth function-
ing of the House and said
that in a democracy, the
people are supreme, and
our accountability towards
the public is not only dur-
ing elections, but every
day and every moment.

Shri Birla said that
Presiding Officers are not
merely those who conduct
proceedings, but they are
the sentinels of the
Constitution and the cus-
todians of democratic
decorum. Their impartiali-
ty, sensitivity and firmness
determine the direction of
the House.

A total of six important
resolutions were adopted
at the 86th Al India

Presiding Officers’
Conference:

Resolution No. 1 — All
Presiding Officers will re-
dedicate themselves to
the conduct of proceed-
ings of their respective
Legislatures, so as to con-
tribute towards achieving
the national goal of ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by the year 2047.

Resolution No. 2 — By
building consensus
among all political parties,
a minimum of thirty (30)
sittings per year should be
held in State Legislative
bodies, and the time and
resources available for leg-
islative work should be
used constructively.

and effectively, so that
democratic institutions can
remain accountable to the
people.

Resolution No. 3 — The
use of technology to
enhance the ease of leg-
islative work will be contin-
uously strengthened, so
that effective engagement
between the people and
their Legislatures can be
established and meaningful
participatory governance
can be ensured.

Resolution No. 4 — To
continue providing exem-
plary leadership to all insti-
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