
New Delhi(GNS):In the
129th episode of Mann Ki
Baat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi discussed the
country's achievements in
2025. In the final episode of
2025, he also discussed the
challenges, possibilities, and
developments of the new year
2026.

The PM said, "2025 was a

year of proud milestones for
India. Whether it was nation-
al security, sports, scientific

innovation, or the world's
largest platforms,

India's influence was  
visible every-

where."Apart from
this, PM Modi

expressed his views on
sports, Vande

Mataram, space,
Mahakumbh, Ram temple and
77th Republic Day.

Earlier, the 128th episode of
Mann Ki Baat was broadcast
on November 30. In it, the PM
mentioned the progress of
sports in India, winter
tourism, Vocal for Local, and
the Kashi-Tamil Sangamam to
be held in Varanasi.

PM expresses concern over
increasing use of antibiotics

The PM said that the ICMR
recently reported that medi-
cines are proving ineffective

for diseases like pneumonia
and UTI. This is due to the
reckless use of medicines.
Nowadays, people are using
antibiotics. They think that if

they take a pill, the illness will
go away. I urge everyone to
avoid taking medicines on
their own. Use them only after
consulting a doctor.

Blast in a moving bike... 

Young man's legs blown to
shreds, death: Was carry-
ing explosives in Sehore,

motorcycle burnt to ashes

Sehore(GNS): A moving
bike exploded in Sehore. A
young man's legs were blown
to pieces, and he died on the
spot. The bike was completely
burned to ashes. The incident
occurred on Sunday morning
near Ramnagar village on the
Ichhawar-Ashta road.

According to reports,
Sukhram Barela (30), a resi-
dent of Jamli, worked as a well
blaster. On Sunday morning,
he was traveling to Ramnagar
on his bike (MP37 MN 4489)
carrying a large quantity of
detonators.

Lockheed Martin pitches C-
130Js as ‘best’ choice for IAF’s

tactical airlift requirement,
plans production hub in India

New Delhi(GNS): As
India prepares to procure up
to 80 military transport
planes, US aerospace major
Lockheed Martin has
pitched its C-130J Super
Hercules as the best choice
and said an additional fleet
of the aircraft will provide it
a “stronger” heft for tactical
airlift among the Quad
nations.

If Lockheed Martin gets
the opportunity, then it will
set up a mega hub in India to
produce the “iconic” aircraft
and it will be the first such
global facility outside of the
US, top officials of the com-
pany told PTI.

To date, Lockheed Martin
has delivered more than 560
aircraft from the C-130J
Super Hercules family,
which have accumulated
more than three million
flight hours. The leading tac-
tical airlift has been serving
28 operators in 23 nations.

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) currently operates 12
C-130Js.Alongside the stan-
dard transport variant,
Lockheed Martin offers mul-
tiple specialised configura-
tions of the C-130J which
enable the aircraft to per-
form intelligence, electronic
warfare, special forces sup-
port, search and rescue and
command roles.Besides
India, the three other Quad
member nations - the US,
Australia and Japan; have
been operating C-130Js.“The
C-130J Super Hercules
offers superior performance
and capabilities for every
theatre of operations. This
aircraft will be the best
option for India,” Patricia
Trish Pagan, Vice President,
Air Mobility and Maritime
Missions at Lockheed
Martin, said.

IN BRIEF

New Delhi(GNS):
Despite the bitter cold
and the 40-day long
Chillai Kalan (sunset
period) in Jammu and
Kashmir, security forces
have intensified their
operations against mili-
tants in Kishtwar and
Doda districts. Sources
say patrols have been
increased in the snow-
covered, high-altitude
and inaccessible moun-
tainous areas.

Intelligence estimates
suggest that 30 to 35
Pakistani terrorists are
active in the Jammu
region. Due to continu-
ous searches and weak-
ening local support,
these terrorists are trying

to hide in the middle and
upper mountainous
areas, away from popu-
lated areas.

Sources told  that the
army has established
temporary bases, obser-
vation posts, and patrol

grids and has begun reg-
ular patrols in the high
hills, forests, and valleys.
Previously, terrorist activ-
ity decreased during the
winter, but now the army
has adopted a proactive
winter strategy.

In Mann Ki Baat, the PM listed the achievements of 2025:

Said – Operation Sindoor became the pride of the coun-

try, now we are ready to move forward with new hopes
The PM also said these things in the 129th episode of Mann Ki Baat...

The year 2026 is just around the corner, And  as I speak to you, memories of an entire
year are flashing through my mind – many pictures, many discussions, many achievements
that brought the nation together.

The year 2025 gave us many moments that every Indian could be proud of. From nation-
al security to the sports field, from science laboratories to the world's biggest stages, India
made a strong impression everywhere.

This year, "Operation Sindoor" became a symbol of pride for every Indian. The world
clearly saw that today's India does not compromise on its security.

People's enthusiasm for Swadeshi has also been evident. People are buying products that
are tinged with the sweat of an Indian and carry the fragrance of Indian soil. Today, we can
proudly say that 2025 has given India even more confidence.

It's also true that this year we faced natural disasters in many areas. Now, the country is
ready to move forward in 2026 with new hopes and new resolutions.

Army in action despite bitter cold in Jammu and Kashmir
Patrols increased in snowy and inaccessible mountains

search underway for 30-35 Pakistani terrorists

Temperatures reached 0°C in Kashmir and 2.1°C in Sikar

Rajasthan. Visibility was zero in Amritsar and Jalandhar
the jet stream reached 262 kmph, adding to the chill

New Delhi(GNS): On Sunday, Fatehpur
in Rajasthan's Sikar district recorded a tem-
perature of 2.1 degrees, Karauli 2.4 degrees,
Sikar 3.5 degrees, Pali 3.6 degrees and Dausa
3.9 degrees.

Severe cold conditions prevailed in Punjab
and Haryana. Hisar recorded a low of 2.5
degrees Celsius. Faridkot, Punjab, recorded
3.4 degrees Celsius, Patiala 4.6 degrees Celsius, and Amritsar-Ludhiana 4.4
degrees Celsius.The plains of North India are affected by the jet stream. These
are winds blowing at an altitude of 12.6 kilometers above the ground. This
time, their speed has reached 262 kilometers per hour.According to the
Meteorological Department, there will be a drop in temperature in Jammu
and Kashmir, Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh for the next 5 days.

New Delhi(GNS):
The controversy sur-
rounding the Aravalli
mountain range has once
again reached the
Supreme Court. The new
definition, which defines
hills as those 100 meters
or more above the
ground, is being opposed.

The Supreme Court
has now taken suo motu
cognizance of the matter.
A vacation bench headed

by Chief Justice Surya
Kant will hear the case on
Monday. The bench will
also include Justices JK
Maheshwari and
Augustine George Masih.

This case is listed num-
ber five in the CJI's vaca-
tion court. All eyes are
now on this Supreme
Court hearing, where new
directives may be issued
to the central and state
governments.

Aravalli dispute: 

Supreme Court takes suo motu

cognizance, hearing today
Hills higher than 100 meters should be considered Aravalli, this decision is being opposed

President Murmu sailed on the sub-
marine INS Vagsheer:

The second President to
do so; Dr. Kalam had previ-
ously sailed on a submarine

Karwar(GNS): President Draupadi
Murmu on Sunday embarked on a subma-
rine at the Karwar Naval Base in Karnataka.
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi
accompanied the President on board the
Kalvari-class subma-
rine INS Vagsheer.

This is President
Murmu's first voyage
aboard a Kalvari-class
submarine and the
second by any
President. Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam was the
first President to trav-
el aboard a subma-
rine. Kalam traveled
aboard a submarine in
February 2006.

The President
arrived on board the
submarine wearing a
naval uniform.

The President
has also flown
in fighter
planes: Draupadi
Murmu is also the
first President of
India to fly two
fighter aircraft of
the Indian Air
Force. President
Murmu flew a
Rafale from the
Ambala Air Force
Station on October
29. Her pilot was
Squadron Leader
Shivangi Singh.

New Delhi(GNS):Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Sunday said India has
recorded a 97 per cent
reduction in malaria cases
and the country will be free
of the disease in a "short
time". He was addressing
the 'All India Medical
Conference - IMA NAT-
CON 2025' of the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
in Shela here.

"Thanks to various
healthcare-related
schemes like Ayushman

Bharat and Mission
Indradhanush, we have
recorded 97-per cent
reduction in malaria cases
and we will be almost free
from malaria in a short
time. The government has
been able to bring down
mortality rate in dengue to
just 1 per cent. There has
been a 25 per cent reduc-
tion in maternal mortality,"
he said."From Rs 37,000
crore in 2014, the Centre's
health budget now stands
at Rs 1.28 lakh crore under

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. All these achieve-
ments happen when
schemes are implemented
on the ground. Work has

also been done to bring
about unprecedented
changes in the health of cit-
izens," Shah added.He told
doctors the efforts they
were taking should be
aligned with this infra-
structure and scheme to
ensure better results.The
role of doctors and IMA has
become more important
today because the country
needs a "healthy demogra-
phy" to realise PM Modi's
vision of Viksit Bharat by
2047, Shah said.

With 97% drop in cases, India to eradicate malaria in short time: Amit Shah
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Sanjay Goswami 

The book, titled "Theory of
Robotics," is Sanjay
Goswami's original work. It
attempts to impart knowl-
edge about robot engineer-
ing in simple and under-
standable language. The
health of the highly sensi-
tive machine within
humans can be protected
and nurtured through this
process. How robots will be
able to perform like

humans in the future
remains a challenge. This
book contains material
about robots that provides
a valuable education for
readers, especially new sci-
ence readers. The idea
behind the book is to help
readers better understand
robotics and, as citizens of
a great nation, utilize it in
modern life, including
medicine, nuclear power,
agriculture, and defense.

The book's language is so
simple that even less edu-
cated readers can read and
understand it well. The
book also includes illustra-
tions. This book provides
comprehensive knowledge
about robotics, perfect for
science students and engi-
neers. The book's primary
purpose is to develop ana-
lytical and logical thinking
skills, including using
robotics kits, and to impart

personal scientific knowl-
edge. The author has writ-
ten this book in memory of
his brother-in-law, the late
Anil Kumar Goswami, who
passed away suddenly from
COVID-19 on April 22nd.
We hope readers will read
the book with great inter-
est, encourage others to
read it, and benefit greatly
from it. Book price: ?50
only. Artificial intelligence
is a branch of computer sci-

ence based on the concept
of computers behaving like
humans. Its founder is
John McCarthy. It refers to
the ability of machines to
perform cognitive tasks
such as thinking, under-
standing, learning, prob-
lem-solving, and decision-
making. Research on artifi-
cial intelligence began in
the 1950s. Artificial intelli-
gence refers to artificially
developed intellectual abil-

ities. This approach
involves creating computer
systems or robotic systems
that attempt to operate
using the same logic as the
human brain. AI works on
concepts like fully reactive,
limited memory, brain the-
ory and self-consciousness.
Information on all these
topics is given in the book.
The price of the book is
only Rs 70, less than the
cost price.

Robotics and Artificial Intelligence in Modern Life 

India has committed to end child mar-
riage by 2030 through the UN’s
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG),
and while it has made comprehensive
strides, there are still miles to go to
achieve the target. The Union govern-
ment recently marked the first anniver-
sary of its Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan with a 100-day awareness cam-
paign for a country free of child mar-
riage. It is a fact that child marriages
have been consistently dropping, from
47.4% in 2005-06 to 23.3% in 2019-21,
according to National Family Health
Survey (NFHS) data. But in a diverse
country of a population of 146 crore, the
ground reality is that progress is varied
and uneven across States and socio-eco-
nomic demographics. While the highest
child marriage rates among women
aged 18 to 29 years are prevalent in
West Bengal, Bihar and Tripura, States
such as Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan are not far behind. There
is a direct co-relation between child
marriage, poverty and education, as the
UN Population Fund’s analysis of NFHS
data shows. While 40% of girls from the
lowest quintile of the household wealth
index married before they became
adults, in comparison to just 8% of those
from the highest quintile, 48% of girls
with no education were married below 18
years in comparison to only 4% among
those with higher education.

Editorial
BP Gautam 

This is the case
The Forest Survey of India
(FSI) had stated in 2010
that only those mountains
would be considered in
the Aravalli mountain
range whose slope is more
than three degrees, the
height should be above
100 meters and the dis-
tance between two hills
should be 500 meters.
However, even many high
hills did not meet these
standards, after which the
Supreme Court formed
another committee com-
prising representatives of
the Ministry of
Environment, FSI, State
Forest Departments,
Geological Survey of India
(GSI) and its own com-
mittee, this committee
was given the responsibil-
ity of defining the Aravalli
mountain range, in this
sequence the Supreme
Court accepted the report
of the committee on 20
November 2025.
However, the amicus curi-
ae appointed by the court.
Parmeshwara objected,
arguing that this defini-
tion was too narrow and
that all hills less than 100
meters in height would be
eligible for mining,
impacting the entire
range. Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati
argued that the FSI's old

standards exclude a large
area of ??the Aravalli
mountain range from the
definition of mountain.
Therefore, the commit-
tee's argument for consid-
ering hills above 100
meters as mountain
ranges is much better.
After hearing these argu-
ments, the Supreme Court
directed the development
of a comprehensive man-
agement plan for the
Aravalli mountain range.
This plan will pre-deter-
mine areas where mining
will be completely prohib-
ited, as well as identify
areas where only limited
or regular mining will be
permitted. The court has
currently maintained the
ban on granting new min-
ing leases. Notably, the
Committee found that
Rajasthan had a standing
rule since 2006, stating
that landforms 100
meters or higher would be

considered hilly, and min-
ing within that minimum
limit would be prohibited.
Using this rule as a basis,
the Committee directed all
other states to adopt it.
The Supreme Court, while
approving the
Committee's recommen-
dation, maintained a com-
plete ban on mining in
and around core and non-
destructive areas, protect-
ed areas, eco-sensitive
zones, tiger reserves, and
wetlands. The Supreme
Court also stated that no
new mining leases would
be granted in the Aravalli
mountain range until a
sustainable mining man-
agement plan is developed
by the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education.
Ban imposed until map-
ping is done
In March 2025, the com-
mittee clarified that min-
ing in environmentally

sensitive areas should be
completely stopped. It
also proposed stricter reg-
ulations on stone crushing
units. The committee stat-
ed that no new mining
leases should be granted
or old leases renewed
until a complete mapping
of the Aravalli mountain
range and impact reports
are completed in all states.
Green Wall Project
launched
The central government
launched the Green Wall
project in June 2025.
Under this, a five-kilome-
ter forest area will be cre-
ated around these moun-
tains in 29 districts of four
states falling in the
Aravalli mountain range,
which will act as a buffer,
this will help in rejuvenat-
ing 26 million hectares of
degraded land by 2030.
Ashok Gehlot started the
campaign
When the Supreme Court
order was made public,
environmentalists and the
opposition launched
protests. A "Save the
Aravalli" campaign began
nationwide on social
media. In Rajasthan, the
campaign is being led by
former Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot. He stated
that scientifically, the
Aravalli range is a contin-
uous chain, with its small-
er hills being as important
as its larger peaks.

Sacrifice of Aravali averted
The Aravalli

mountain range,
even older than
India itself, has

been plunged into
crisis by a

Supreme Court
order, sparking

nationwide
protests. The sac-

rifice of the
Aravalli mountain

range, which is
highly significant

from scientific,
geographical,

social, and reli-
gious perspec-
tives, has been
averted for the
time being. The
central govern-
ment has com-
pletely banned

new mining leas-
es, assuring them

that the range's
existence will not
be compromised.
However, the cri-

sis is far from
over. People will
have to continue

their protests
until this tempo-
rary ban is made

permanent.
However, the

decision has also
been challenged
in the Supreme
Court, and BP

Gautam discusses
this issue...

On India and
child marriages

Kantilal Mandot

Pakistan's Shahbaz Sharif govern-
ment has lifted the export ban on
Murree Brewery after nearly fifty
years, allowing it to sell its products
in the international market.
Established in 1860 during British
rule, Murree Brewery is Pakistan's
oldest brewing company. In a
Muslim-majority country, where
alcohol is considered haram and
there are legal and social restrictions
on its consumption and sale, the
company's decades-long survival is
remarkable. Now, its granting of an
export license reflects the extent of
economic pressure Pakistan is fac-
ing. Isfang Bhandara, head of
Murree Brewery, says that both his
grandfather and father attempted to
obtain permission to export alcohol,
but the governments of the time
backed down due to religious and
political pressure. Today, the same
government, the same state appara-
tus, desperately in need of foreign
currency, is opening the way for the
sale of this "haram" product on the
international market. This is not a
contradiction but a compulsion of
Pakistan's ailing economy.
Pakistan is currently facing a deep
economic crisis. Foreign exchange
reserves are under constant pres-
sure. Imports are increasing, while
export capacity is becoming limited.
Efforts are being made to shore up
the economy with the help of loans
from the IMF, credit from China, and

temporary relief from Gulf countries.
In such a situation, the government
is considering every avenue to raise
dollars. The decision to export alco-
hol is a result of this thinking. This
issue isn't limited to alcohol; it also
tells the story of Pakistan's policy
failures. For years, the country was
portrayed as a "religious state."
Policies were decided in the name of
faith, but economic reforms, indus-
trial development, education, and
human resources weren't given the
necessary attention. As a result,
Pakistan today has only a handful of
export products. The textile industry
is in crisis. Agricultural production is
struggling with inflation and climate
impacts. The IT and services sectors
have fallen behind in global competi-
tion. Consequently, the government
is forced to return to options it once
rejected. The situation has become
extremely difficult for the average
Pakistani citizen. Inflation has bro-
ken the back of the common man.
Flour has reached ?120 per kg, which
is nothing less than a curse for the
poor and middle class. The prices of
vegetables, pulses, oil, and fuel are
constantly rising. Electricity and gas
bills have exceeded the income of
ordinary people. Unemployment is
rising and employment opportuni-
ties are shrinking. In such a situa-
tion, the government's talk of bring-
ing in foreign currency through
liquor exports seems like rubbing
salt into the public's wounds. A look
at the government's policies clearly

shows that long-term values ??and
principles are being compromised
for immediate relief. On the one
hand, religious sentiments are being
addressed, while on the other, deci-
sions are being taken that contradict
those sentiments. This not only rais-
es questions about the government's
credibility but also fuels confusion
and discontent in society. The ques-
tion is: if alcohol exports were the
only way to save the economy, why
was it banned for decades as
"haram"? Pakistan's deep friendship
with China is also complicating its
economic difficulties. The China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor was
launched with great ambitions, but
over time, the project has become a
debt burden for Pakistan. Chinese
companies were granted special con-
cessions, while local industries did
not receive the expected benefits. In
2017, Pakistan even granted a
Chinese company permission to pro-
duce alcohol, primarily for employ-
ees working on Chinese infrastruc-
ture projects. This decision also
became an example of discrimina-
tion against domestic industries and
local regulations. The unbalanced
economic relationship with China
has resulted in Pakistan's policy-
making shifting from self-reliance
to dependence. Long-term strate-
gic and economic pressures have
been accepted in exchange for
cheap loans and investment.
Today, Pakistan can neither fully
rely on the West for its economic

needs nor
find a lasting solution with China's
support. The liquor export permit
is a product of this dilemma.
Looking at international examples,
many countries have been relaxing
their traditional rules in times of
economic crisis. Saudi Arabia is a
prime example, where non-
Muslims were recently allowed to
consume alcohol within limited
limits. This was stated to be aimed
at boosting tourism, investment,
and strengthening its global image.
However, Saudi Arabia took this
step as part of a broader economic
reform and diversification policy.
Pakistan's case is different. Here,
there appears to be no long-term
vision, but rather a rush to raise
immediate foreign exchange.
While Murree Brewery's export
license is certainly a business
achievement, it cannot provide a
lasting solution for Pakistan's
economy. Alcohol exports will cer-
tainly bring in some foreign
exchange, but they will neither
reduce inflation nor unemploy-
ment nor address the food crisis. It
is merely a temporary solution, a
salve applied to a deeper ailment.
Pakistan's current economic situa-
tion demonstrates the country's
need for fundamental reforms.
Without reforms in education,
health, agriculture, industry, and
governance, no immediate deci-
sion can pull the country out of
crisis.

Compromise with 'Haram' in search of foreign currency
Pakistan's helplessness, policy failure and faltering economy 

When decisions
regarding alcohol
begin to change in

countries known for
Islamic values, strict

religious laws, and
social restrictions, it

signals not just a
policy shift but a

deep economic cri-
sis. Recently, Saudi

Arabia's limited
alcohol consumption
by non-Muslims, and
now Pakistan's per-

mission to export
alcohol to its his-

toric Murree
Brewery, are part of

this trend. As his-
toric as these deci-
sions are, they also

reflect Pakistan's
helplessness and

economic distress.
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New Delhi,Agency:
Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa
announced on Saturday that
two key restrictions under the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP-4) will now be perma-
nent, in a bid to tackle the
city’s persistent severe air pol-
lution.

Speaking to the media,
Sirsa said vehicles will not be
provided petrol without a
valid Pollution Under Control
Certificate (PUCC) until fur-
ther notice, according to news
agency ANI.

“Out of the restrictions
under GRAP-4, we have
decided to make two perma-

nent. First, the PUCC require-
ment: you will not get petrol
anywhere without a PUCC cer-
tificate until the next orders,”
he stated.

The minister also con-
firmed that vehicles entering
Delhi from outside the city
that do not meet Bharat Stage
VI (BS6) emission standards
will face restrictions. “Vehicles

from outside Delhi that are
below BS6 will also be restrict-
ed from entering the city,” he
added. Sirsa noted that
authorities are closely moni-
toring the weather, as the
Western Disturbance may
lead to adverse conditions.
“The possibility of bad weath-
er is being indicated.
Therefore, we are continuous-
ly monitoring the situation,”
he said, emphasizing that the
government’s priority is to
minimize pollution-related
hardships for Delhi residents.

Delhi’s air quality has dete-
riorated, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) reaching 390 at 6
pm on Saturday, placing it in

the ‘Very Poor’ category,
according to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB). Experts advise vul-
nerable groups, including
children, the elderly, and
those with respiratory condi-
tions, to limit outdoor expo-
sure and use protective
masks. Thick smog and fog
are trapping pollutants,
reducing visibility, and dis-
rupting daily life. Authorities
are enforcing measures such
as the ‘No PUC, No Fuel’ rule
and Stage III restrictions
under GRAP, including limits
on construction and industrial
activities.Earlier, the Delhi
Cabinet, led by chief minister

Rekha Gupta, approved meas-
ures to strengthen environ-

mental governance in the cap-
ital. 

Unnao rape case: SC to hear CBI’s plea against sus-
pension of Kuldeep Sengar's sentence on Monday

New Delhi,Agency: The notifica-
tion, issued by the Revenue
Department, provides the statutory
framework for conducting drone-
based aerial surveys, ground verifica-
tion, preparation of digitised land
records and resolution of disputes -
effectively operationalising the gov-
ernment’s December 19 announce-
ment on transforming rural land man-
agement.

Under the rules, Abadi Deh areas -
traditionally excluded from formal
revenue records - will be surveyed
using modern GIS and drone technol-
ogy, followed by mandatory “ground
truthing” to verify boundaries, struc-
tures and land use. Each plot will be
mapped, numbered and recorded
through a multi-stage verification
process before finalisation of records.

Officials said the move aligns Delhi
with the Centre’s SVAMITVA Scheme,
launched in 2020, aimed at providing
rural residents with legal proof of
property ownership. Once records are

finalised, eligible occupiers will be
issued property cards, enabling access
to bank loans, financial assistance and
government schemes.

The rules lay out a detailed, village-
wise process beginning with govern-
ment notification, public meetings
and physical demarcation of Abadi
Deh boundaries, followed by aerial
surveys, preparation of preliminary
maps and spot verification by revenue
officials. Objections will be invited

from residents, with disputes to be
resolved through conciliation or sum-
mary enquiry by the Revenue
Assistant, and appeals allowed before
the Deputy Commissioner.

Crucially, land marked as “disput-
ed”, “pending”, government-owned,
Gram Sabha land or common utility
areas will not be issued property cards
or unique geo-linked identification
numbers, known as Bhu-Aadhar.
Officials said this safeguard is intend-
ed to prevent legitimisation of con-
tested or public land

The notification also provides for
complete computerisation of Abadi
Deh records and development of a
dedicated digital portal through which
citizens can obtain certified copies of
land records. Finalised GIS-based
maps will be integrated into the
Record of Rights of each revenue vil-
lage.

The government is expected to
begin phased implementation of the
Abadi Deh Survey across Delhi’s rural
villages in the coming weeks.

Delhi Govt notifies Abadi Deh Survey rules
New Delhi,Agency: Delhi

govt has postponed the Trained
Graduate Teacher (TGT) recruit-
ment examinations, originally
scheduled for March by Delhi
Subordinate Services Selection
Board (DSSSB). The move comes
as Delhi govt considers raising the
age limit for candidates appearing
in the exams, education minister
Ashish Sood said on Saturday.

"Although DSSSB scheduled
the exams for March, we will be
withdrawing this order," Sood
said.

The decision follows the release
of DSSSB's exam schedule a day
earlier. Recruitment for TGT, Post
Graduate Teacher (PGT) and
other positions in govt schools is
conducted through DSSSB exams.
Candidates have long demanded a
relaxation of age limits for
recruitments, citing delays in
exam schedules over the past
years. Clarifying why the decision
was taken, Sood said, "The exams
were not conducted for years, and

the recruitment rules were also
changed, causing aspirants to
exceed the age limit. By the time
they became eligible, candidates
were often 24–25, while the cut-
off age was 30."

"We want to ensure that exams,
which have not been held for
years, are conducted and vacant
seats are filled. 

The March exams have been
put on hold. A new date will be
announced once the age criteria
are relaxed," he added.

Govt puts TGT recruitment exams on
hold, considers relaxation in age

New Delhi,Agency: A group
of men was captured on video
performing reckless stunts on the
streets of Delhi, raising concerns
about public safety. The footage,
which has been widely shared on
social media, also showed the
men racing at high speeds.

The video, reportedly filmed on
the night of December 26, shows
several men in four to five cars
carrying out dangerous acts,
including standing out of sun-
roofs and screaming as the vehi-
cles sped past.

The cars were also seen swerv-

ing and zigzagging through traffic,
reportedly travelling from ITO
towards Noida, putting other road
users at serious risk.

Shared widely on X, the video
also drew the attention of the
Delhi Police.

In response to a user demand-
ing action against the occupants,
the police said, “Thank you, Area
Traffic Inspector has already been
informed.” One user wrote," This
is a everyday thing in Delhi , sorry
to say but police and government
are not just not in control."

Men in high-speed cars perform
deadly stunts; Delhi Police responds

New Delhi,Agency: Three
juveniles were apprehended after
a scuffle erupted following an
alleged eve-teasing incident
involving two minor girls in north-
east Delhi’s Farsh Bazar area on
Saturday evening, police said.
According to officials, a PCR call
was received around 6 pm report-
ing eve-teasing and a brawl in the
locality. A police team reached the
spot and began an inquiry, accord-
ing to news agency PTI.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that a 17-year-old boy
allegedly made objectionable
remarks at two girls aged 16 and
14, both residents of Farsh Bazar. 

When the girls objected, the
juvenile allegedly assaulted them,
police said.

Hearing the commotion, the
girls’ cousins—also minors—inter-
vened and confronted the accused,

leading to a heated argument that
soon escalated into a physical
scuffle, a senior police officer said.

Police said the accused then
called his friends, also juveniles,
to the spot. During the ensuing
altercation, the two cousins sus-
tained minor injuries. A scooter
parked nearby was also damaged
in the chaos.

“All minors involved in the inci-
dent have been identified and
apprehended. No grievous injuries
were reported,” the officer said.

The injured minors were pro-
vided medical assistance and are
stated to be in stable condition.
Police are assessing the extent of
damage caused to the two-wheel-
er.

A case has been registered
under relevant sections pertaining
to assault, eve-teasing, molesta-
tion and damage to property. 

As all those involved are
minors, further proceedings will
be conducted under the provisions
of the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act.

Counselling of the juveniles and
their guardians will also be under-
taken as part of the legal process,
police said, adding that further
investigation is underway.

Eve-teasing row

'No fuel without PUCC, restricts entry of non-BS6 vehicles': Delhi environment minister enforces permanent curbs to tackle pollution

New Delhi,Agency: The
Supreme Court will on
Monday hear the CBI’s peti-
tion challenging the Delhi
High Court’s order suspend-
ing the life sentence of
expelled BJP leader Kuldeep
Singh Sengar and granting
him bail in the 2017 Unnao
rape case during the penden-
cy of his appeal against his
conviction.

According to the Supreme
Court cause list for December
29 released on its website, the
CBI’s appeal against the
December 23 order of the
high court is listed before a
three-judge Special Vacation
Bench of CJI Surya Kant,
Justice JK Maheshwari and
Justice AG Masih.

The CBI has requested the
top court to stay the order
that has created an uproar.

The top court will also take
up another petition filed by
advocates Anjale Patel and
Pooja Shilpkar challenging
the suspension of sentence
and grant of bail to Sengar.
They have contended that the
high court passed the order
without considering that the
trial court had said that
Sengar must remain in jail for
the rest of his natural life.

Crying foul over the Delhi
High Court’s order granting
bail to Sengar, the victim on
Saturday demanded that the
CBI should register an FIR
against the then-investigating
officer for being “hand in
glove” with Sengar.

Holding that aggravated
offence provisions under
Section 5(c) of the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences Act and Section
376(2) of the Indian Penal

Code were not attracted in
Sengar's case, as he could not
be categorised as a “public
servant” within the meaning
of the relevant provisions of
the law. 

On that basis, the high
court had suspended his sen-
tence.

The high court had sus-
pended the jail term of Sengar
— serving life imprisonment
in the Unnao rape case — not-

ing he has already served
seven years and five months
in prison.

Sengar's sentence has been
suspended by the high court
till the pendency of his appeal
challenging his conviction
and sentence in the rape case.
He has challenged a
December 2019 trial court
verdict in the case.

He will, however, remain in
jail as he is also serving 10

years' imprisonment in the
custodial death case of the
victim's father and has not
been granted bail in that case.

The high court had directed
Sengar, who kidnapped and
raped a minor, to furnish a
personal bond of Rs 15 lakh
with three sureties of the
amount.

It had also ordered him not
to come within a 5-km radius
of the survivor's residence in
Delhi and not to threaten her
or her mother. Violation of
any of the conditions would
lead to the cancellation of
bail, the high court said.

The petitioners said the
high court has committed a
grave error in law as well as
on facts in granting bail/sus-
pension of sentence to Sengar
despite his serious criminal
antecedents and his estab-
lished involvement in the

heinous offences of rape.
"The High Court failed to

appreciate the material evi-
dence relied upon by the pros-
ecution which clearly demon-
strates the barbarity and bru-
tality of the accused, coupled
with his demonstrated muscle
power, financial influence and
criminal 

propensity, as evidenced
from the fact that even while
the victim's father was under
judicial custody, 

the accused orchestrated
and executed victim's father’s
murder to silence the family
and frustrate the due course
of justice," they submitted.

The high court suspended
the jail term of Sengar — serv-
ing life imprisonment in the
Unnao rape case — noting he
has already served seven
years and five months in
prison. 

Juveniles assault minor girls, brawl erupts in Delhi; 3 detained
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Chandigarh:Cabinet
Minister Sanjeev Arora
today said that Punjab has
attracted 1.50 lakh crore
(approximately USD 19 bil-
lion) in investments since
the formation of the AAP
Government, resulting in
the generation of more than
five lakh employment
opportunities across the
State. He said this reflects
the Government’s firm
commitment to making
Punjab a preferred destina-
tion for investors and a
leading industrial hub.
Major Investments
announce for Punjab in last
5 months are

HPCL Mittal Energy
Limited (HMEL) – 2,600
Crores, Vardhman Steels-

3,000 Crores, Trident
Group – 2,000 Crores, IOL
Chemicals &
Pharmaceuticals Limited –
1,400 Crores, Happy
Forgings Limited – 1,000
Crores, Veerka Beverages
Private Limited – 987
Crores, Fortis Healthcare
(Mohali) – 900 Crores,
Amber Enterprises India
Limited – 500 Crores,
Infosys Limited – 285
crore, Toppan Speciality
Films Pvt. Ltd – 300–400
Crores.

Highlighting the future
roadmap, the Minister
informed that the 6th
Progressive Punjab
Investors Summit-2026
will be held from March 13
to 15, 2026, at Mohali,

which is expected to pro-
vide a major boost to the
State’s industrial ecosys-
tem.

He stated that the recent
Japan and South Korea vis-
its to Tokya, Osaka & Seoul
were highly successful, and
significant fresh invest-

ments are expected follow-
ing the overseas outreach,
opening new avenues for
foreign entrepreneurs. To
further facilitate invest-
ments, the State
Government is ensuring
that all industrial approvals
are granted within a time-
line of 5 to 45 days.

Punjab has been award-
ed “Top Achiever” status
under the Business
Reforms Action Plan
(BRAP)-2024 by the
Government of India, he
added. In a major relief to
industry and traders, the
State has introduced a sin-
gle 0.25% stamp duty on
the total loan amount, cov-
ering all related instru-
ments and capped at 5 lakh. 

Progressive Punjab Investor Summit-2026: 1.50 lakh crore
investment in Punjab since 2022, 5 lakh jobs created Lucknow:Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath described the rule of
law as Uttar Pradesh’s greatest
strength, stating that it has elimi-
nated the sense of insecurity
among the people and fostered an
atmosphere of trust. The Chief
Minister was addressing the clos-
ing ceremony of ‘Police
Manthan–2025’ held at the Police
Headquarters on Sunday.

He said, “Security and a strict
rule of law have transformed the
state into a dream destination for
investors.” The rule of law, he
added, builds confidence and
strengthens democracy.
Commending the police force, the
Chief Minister said that the “UP
model” is now being discussed
across the country.

He congratulated the Director
General of Police and his team for
the innovative initiative of Police
Manthan, and honoured police
officers and personnel during the

medal presentation ceremony.
The Chief Minister also reviewed
and discussed all 11 key sessions
of the conference.

Emphasizing that human intel-
ligence is the most powerful
resource, CM Yogi said, “It must
be used more effectively.”
Stressing the importance of dia-
logue, he directed station house
officers, beat constables, circle
officers, district police chiefs, and
range and zone-level officers to
regularly engage with different
sections of society.He noted that
while peace committee meetings
are held during festivals, such dia-
logue often stops thereafter.
Public representatives, he said,
are a vital link in the democratic
system and should be met at least
once a month. No public repre-
sentative supports wrongdoing,
he added, and officers should
share the ground reality with
them and respond to their calls.

UP model gains national recognition; strong security and rule of
law make the state a preferred investment destination: CM

Lucknow:As 2025 draws to a
close, the institutional, digital,
and policy-driven reforms under-
taken in Uttar Pradesh to promote
investment, industry, and foreign 

capital remained a major point
of discussion throughout the year. 

Strengthening investment
facilitation and investor hand-
holding through Invest UP under
the leadership of the Yogi govern-
ment emerged as one of the state’s
most significant achievements.In
2025, the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment, led by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, placed investment
promotion at the core of its
administrative priorities, focusing
on building a trustworthy ecosys-
tem backed by transparent poli-
cies, efficient processes, and time-
ly support, thereby positioning
the state as a growing hub for
industry and employment genera-

tion.Invest UP, the state’s dedi-
cated investment promotion
agency, extended end-to-end sup-
port to investors, from project
conceptualization to on-ground
execution. Its integrated frame-
work for facilitation, coordina-
tion, and grievance resolution
strengthened investor confidence
and made Uttar Pradesh a pre-
ferred investment destination.The
Nivesh Sarathi portal played a key
role in simplifying and bringing
transparency to the investment
process by integrating MoU sign-
ing, expression of interest, griev-
ance redressal, and project moni-
toring on a single platform.
Complementing this, Nivesh
Mitra, the online incentive man-
agement system, fully digitised
the application and tracking of
incentives, ensuring efficiency
and accountability.

Year Ender 2025

CM Yogi govt’s investment model emerges
as Uttar Pradesh’s defining identity

New Delhi,Agency: Former
Tihar jail administrator and ex-law
officer Sunil Gupta has challenged
in Delhi High Court the provisions
in the newly enacted criminal laws
that allow prisoners to be kept in
solitary confinement.

Drawing on nearly four decades
of experience at Tihar, Gupta has
urged the court to implement the
Supreme Court rulings and Law
Commission recommendations
aimed at abolishing the colonial-era
punishment, historically used to
torture freedom fighters.

The public interest litigation
(PIL) questions the constitutional
validity of Sections 11 and 12 of the
Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
arguing that they "mechanically"
import the draconian solitary con-
finement regime from the repealed
Indian Penal Code while 

"ignoring decades of progressive

jurisprudence labeling such isola-
tion as barbaric and torturous."
Gupta, well-acquainted with prison
conditions, has said he is filing the
petition for the benefit of inmates.

A bench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela earlier this week tagged
Gupta's plea with two other PILs
raising similar challenges and
agreed to hear the matter next
month. The PIL seeks a declaration
that the relevant BNS provisions
are invalid, 

asserting that they were intro-
duced without considering the
Supreme Court observations that
solitary confinement, cellular seg-
regation and similar practices are
inhuman, irrational and violate the
Constitution. 

"Solitary confinement, i.e., keep-
ing a prisoner in a small cell with no
meaningful human contact, is an

assault on the human spirit and
violates the ‘Golden Triangle' of
Fundamental Rights—Articles 14,
19 and 21 of the Constitution," the
petition states.

Gupta's plea further argues that
a combined reading of BNS and the
Prisons Act reveals a statutory gap
that prison authorities exploit to
impose illegal solitary confinement.
Citing death row convicts, the PIL
notes that until a trial court deci-
sion is confirmed by the high

court—often taking years—a con-
vict is technically a "prisoner sub-
ject to confirmation" rather than a
"prisoner under sentence of death." 

"However, prison regulations,
including Rule 59 of the Delhi
Prison Rules, are mechanically
invoked to immediately segregate
such prisoners upon the trial
court's verdict, constituting a fraud
on the statute and an unconstitu-
tional deprivation of liberty," it
claims.

The petition also contends that
solitary confinement reduces pris-
oners to a state of forced vegeta-
tiveness and deprives them of
human contact, amounting to psy-
chological torture. 

It argues that rigorous imprison-
ment is meant to involve hard
labour, not isolation and imposing
solitary confinement in addition to
rigorous imprisonment—especially

without a judicial order—amounts
to a second punishment for the
same offence. T

he PIL seeks a direction to the
Centre and Delhi govt to "immedi-
ately cease the practice of solitary
confinement in all prisons under
their jurisdiction."

Additionally, the plea requests

the court to strike down Chapter IX

of the Delhi Prison Rules, 2018, to

the extent it facilitates solitary con-

finement, and direct that no prison-

er, including death row inmates, be

segregated prior to the final

exhaustion of judicial and executive

remedies.  It also advocates replac-

ing the archaic practice with mod-

ern surveillance, such as 24/7

CCTV monitoring in high-security

wards, allowing inmates to main-

tain human interaction while

ensuring security.

Lucknow:Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath described the rule of law
as Uttar Pradesh’s greatest strength,
stating that it has eliminated the sense
of insecurity among the people and
fostered an atmosphere of trust. The
Chief Minister was addressing the
closing ceremony of ‘Police
Manthan–2025’ held at the Police
Headquarters on Sunday.

He said, “Security and a strict rule
of law have transformed the state into
a dream destination for investors.”
The rule of law, he added, builds con-
fidence and strengthens democracy.
Commending the police force, the
Chief Minister said that the “UP
model” is now being discussed across
the country.

He congratulated the Director
General of Police and his team for the
innovative initiative of Police
Manthan, and honoured police offi-
cers and personnel during the medal
presentation ceremony. The Chief
Minister also reviewed and discussed

all 11 key sessions of the conference.
Emphasizing that human intelli-

gence is the most powerful resource,
CM Yogi said, “It must be used more
effectively.” Stressing the importance
of dialogue, he directed station house
officers, beat constables, circle offi-
cers, district police chiefs, and range
and zone-level officers to regularly
engage with different sections of soci-
ety.

He noted that while peace commit-
tee meetings are held during festivals,
such dialogue often stops thereafter.
Public representatives, he said, are a
vital link in the democratic system

and should be met at least once a
month. No public representative sup-
ports wrongdoing, he added, and offi-
cers should share the ground reality
with them and respond to their calls.

Regular interaction with religious
leaders, entrepreneurs, traders, and
other social groups, he said, helps
police understand ground realities, as
policing cannot be done from head-
quarters alone.

The Chief Minister stressed the
need for better coordination at the
police station, circle, and police line
levels. He pointed out that while sta-
tion in-charges are usually held
accountable after an incident, the role
of the circle in coordination is often
overlooked.Strengthening coordina-
tion among all three levels, he said,
would significantly reinforce the secu-
rity system. He added that the police
force’s empathy and friendly conduct
not only resolve public grievances but
also improve the public’s perception
of the police.

UP model gains national recognition; strong security and rule
of law make the state a preferred investment destination: CM

Former Tihar Jail official challenges validity of solitary confinement provisions in new criminal laws

Mann government has made 2025 the year of prosperity for farmers: Punjab gov-

ernment's historic initiative is bringing significant changes to Punjab's farms
Chandigarh:As the year of

2025 concludes, Punjab's agricul-
tural landscape stands trans-
formed, driven by Chief Minister
S. Bhagwant Singh Mann led the
state government's bold initiatives.
The year has been marked by
record farmer remuneration, sig-
nificant strides in crop diversifica-
tion and a steadfast commitment
to sustainable practices, setting a
new benchmark for farm prosper-
ity in the state.

Punjab’s Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minister, S.
Gurmeet Singh Khudian, high-
lighted the year’s landmark
achievements, stating that the gov-
ernment’s resolve to empower
farmers is matched by its commit-
ment to ecological sustainability.
"Our schemes have driven trans-
formative change, and the record
sugarcane price reflects our pledge
to reward farmers' hard work," he
said.

In a historic decision, the state
government announced the high-

est State Agreed Price (SAP) for
sugarcane in the country at Rs
416 per quintal, an increase of ?15
from the previous year. This
ensures Punjab’s cane growers
are the best compensated nation-
wide.  A major environmental
success has been the 53% reduc-
tion in stubble burning incidents
during the Kharif season, with
cases falling to 5,114 this year
from 10,909 in 2024. This
achievement is backed by the
provision of over 1.58 lakh sub-
sidised Crop Residue
Management (CRM) machines
to farmers since 2018, with more
than 16,000 sanction letters
issued this year alone.  Crop diver-
sification saw robust growth, with
the area under cotton expanding
by 20% to 1.19 lakh hectares, sup-
ported by a 33% subsidy on PAU-
recommended BT Cotton seeds.
Over 52,000 farmers enrolled
online for availing the benefit,
showcasing strong confidence in
government initiatives.

Lucknow:In 2025, Uttar
Pradesh has set new bench-
marks in Ease of Doing
Business, emerging as a pre-
ferred investment destination
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Guided by the principle of
‘Minimum Government,
Maximum Governance’, the
state government has focused
on simplifying business and
investment processes through
comprehensive administra-
tive and digital reforms.
Transparent procedures,
investor-friendly policies, and
large-scale digital initiatives
have positioned Uttar
Pradesh as one of India’s
most business-friendly states.

From being ranked 12th in
2017-18, Uttar Pradesh
climbed to 2nd position in
2019. The state continued its
stellar performance, being
recognized as a ‘Top Achiever’
in 2022 and 2024, and also
earned the ‘Achiever’ status in
logistics rankings from 2022
to 2024. In the 2021 Good
Governance Index, UP topped
the Commerce and Industry
category.

Under the Business
Reform Action Plan (BRAP)
2024, the state was declared
a ‘Top Achiever’ in three crit-
ical areas: enterprise estab-
lishment, labor regulation
simplification, and land
administration. 

Year Ender 2025

UP records major gains in
Ease of Doing Business
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