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Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister

SHBhupendrabhai
Hon'ble Chief Minister,
C

DRDO & RRU mk MoU to foster collaboration in research, educatlon,
training and technology support for defence & internal security

(Gns).

Defence Research &
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and Rashtriya
Raksha University (RRU)
have signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
foster collaboration in the
areas of research, educa-
tion, training and technolo-
gy support for defence &
internal security. The MoU
was inked by Distinguished

Scientist & Director
General (Production
Coordination & Services

Interaction) Dr Chandrika
Kaushik and Vice
Chancellor, RRU Prof (Dr)
Bimal N Patel in the pres-
ence of Raksha Mantri Shri
Rajnath Singh at South

Block, New Delhi
December 22,
Secretary, Department of
Defence R&D and
Chairman, DRDO Dr Samir
V Kamat was also present
on the occasion.

The MoU aims to
strengthen India’s self-
reliance in defence and
internal security technolo-
gies, in line with the nation-
al vision of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat and the whole-of-
nation approach during
Amrit Kaal. It reflects a
shared commitment to inte-
grating technology, knowl-
edge and operational
insight to enhance national
security preparedness and
reinforce India’s strategic
autonomy in internal secu-

on

2025.

rity.

Rashtriya Raksha
University, an institution of
national importance under

Commission (UGC)-desig-
nated Nodal Centre for
Defence Studies, brings
strong academic, training

the Ministry of Home Affairs
and the University Grants

and policy expertise in the
domain of internal security.

PM Modi Faces Opposition Fire As Congress
Chief Kharge Questions Infiltration Narrative

(Gns).

The political clash over
illegal immigrants intensi-
fied as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge traded

direct accusations. Modi
alleged that Congress
encouraged illegal

Bangladeshi immigration in
Assam, while Kharge coun-
tered that the BJP used the
issue to hide governance
failures at the Centre and in
the state.

Kharge argued that the
ruling party should accept
responsibility instead of
blaming rivals over illegal
immigrants and border con-
trol. "How can he blame the
Opposition parties?"
Kharge asked, stressing
that law and order remains

a government duty, not an
Opposition task, in both
Delhi and Dispur.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge

Bangladeshi immigration in
Assam and Kharge coun-
tering that the BJP uses the
issue to hide governance
failures.

Questioning the BJP's

exchanged accusations
regarding illegal immigra-
tion, with Modi accusing
Congress of encouraging

stance on illegal immi-
grants, Kharge highlighted
that the same party runs
governments at both levels.

"This government is there
in the Centre, and in Assam
also, his own government,
that is called double-engine
government. If they fail to
protect, how can he blame
the Opposition parties? Are
we ruling there?" Kharge
said, calling the charge
politically driven.

Kharge further sharp-
ened the attack on the BJP
over illegal immigrants and
security lapses. "When he
fails, everything he puts on
opposition, and | condemn
such a statement. They are
destroyers, we are not
destroyers, and we are not
defending anybody. In the
interest of the country,
whatever good we will do,
but not supporting terrorists
or infiltrators or others.

No Mining Allowed In Delhi-NCR: Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav Over Aravalli Protest

The article reports that the
Environment Ministry
maintains a ban on mining in
the Aravalli core zone and
NCR, with a Supreme Court
approved framework
preserving roughly 90 percent
of the landscape. It covers
protests in Rajasthan,
government clarifications on
mining eligibility, and the
official definitions shaping
future regulation.

(Gns).

Protests over mining in
the Aravallis spread across
Rajasthan as Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav
insisted that extraction
remains banned in the sen-
sitive core zone and in the
National Capital
Yadav stressed that a
Supreme Court freeze on
fresh mining leases still
applies and said the judge-
ment does not open the

Region.

door for new mining in the
Aravalli range.

The Centre also stated
that over 90 per cent of the
Aravalli landscape will stay
notified as a protected area

range
cleared.

Environment  Minister
Bhupender Yadav clarified
that mining remains banned
in the Aravalli's core zone

is prepared and

ik
l Efnapondes Yaday

under a Supreme Court-
approved
Officials said this framework
keeps all new mining leases
on hold until a full manage-
ment plan for the Aravalli

framework.

and NCR, with over 90% of

the landscape protected
under a Supreme Court-
approved framework, amid
protests in  Rajasthan

against mining operations.

The government stated that
only 0.19% of the Aravalli’'s
total area of 1.44 lakh
square kilometers is eligible
for mining.

Congress workers and
activists from several organ-
isations gathered in multiple
locations in Rajasthan,
shouting slogans for strict
conservation of the Aravallis.
Demonstrators demanded
clear assurances against
mining and other projects.
Tension rose at some
protest spots as participants
clashed with the police
while trying to push through
barricades during marches
focused on Aravalli range
mining concerns.

Addressing accusations
from the Congress and
other critics that policy
changes would damage the
hills, Yadav rejected these
charges.

DRDO, the nation’s pre-
mier defence R&D organi-
sation, contributes cutting-
edge indigenous technolo-
gies and system-level
expertise to meet the
requirements of the Armed

Forces and security agen-
cies.

Under the MoU, both
organisations will collabo-
rate on joint research proj-
ects, PhD & fellowship pro-
grammes and specialised

training & capacity-building
programmes for security
forces. The collaboration
will also include studies on
emerging operational chal-
lenges, technology gap
analysis, forecasting of

future requirements, and
life-cycle management of
DRDO-developed systems
inducted into the Central
Armed Police Forces and
other agencies under the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel will hand over appointment let-

ters to 11,607 newly recruited candidates of Gujarat Police tomorrow

11,899 candidates, out of
which 8,782 male and
3,117 female candidates

Deputy Chief Minister Shri
Harsh Sanghavi and Minister
of State Shri Kamlesh Patel
will be grace the event to be
held at Ramkatha Ground,
Gandhinagar

Gandhinagar, 22
December 2025 The
Home Department of the
Government of Gujarat has
completed the recruitment
process for the Lokrakshak
cadre with the objective of
further strengthening the
state’s security
Under this recruitment
drive, a grand 'Appointment
Letter Distribution Program'
has been organised for the
thousands of young candi-
dates who have been
selected. The programme
will be held
Tuesday, 23 December

system.

tomorrow,

2025, at the Ram Katha
Ground in Sector 11,
Gandhinagar, in the pres-
ence of Chief
Minister Shri
Bhupendra Patel,
who will distribute
the selection let-
ters, and with the
inspiring presence
of Deputy Chief
Minister Shri
Harsh Sanghavi.
On this occa-
sion, as a special
invitee, Minister of
State for Police M/
Housing - Jail Shri
Kamlesh Patel will remain
present and encourage the
newly appointed personnel.
The recruitment process
for the Lokrakshak cadre
was conducted for a total of

have been selected. At the
present stage, appointment
letters will be distributed at
this programme to a total of
11,607 candidates whose
document verification has

been completed.

It is noteworthy that
upon the completion of the
current recruitment process,
the state government has
already published a new
advertisement for another
13,591 vacant positions in
the police force. This new
recruitment process is cur-
rently underway, reflecting
the state government’s firm
commitment to providing
youth  with transparent
opportunities to join gov-
ernment service.

The event will be attend-
ed by Chief Secretary Shri
M.K. Das, Director General
of Police Shri Vikas Sahay,
Chairperson of the Police
Recruitment Board Dr.
Neerja Gotru, and other
high-ranking officials.

‘Do Namoone’ Remark Sparks Yogi-
Akhilesh Clash in UP Assembly

(Gns).

Uttar Pradesh politics
witnessed a sharp flash-
point on December
2025, after Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath used the
phrase "do namoone" dur-

ing an Assembly debate,

prompting an immediate
and pointed response from
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav. The
exchange quickly escalated

into a wider political row,

with the opposition claiming
the remark exposed inter-
nal tensions within the BJP
and hinted at a power tus-

sle between Delhi and
Lucknow.
The confrontation

unfolded during a heated
discussion in the Assembly
on allegations of smuggling
of Codeine-based cough
syrup. Opposition members
accused the state govern-
ment of failing to act in time
and linked the alleged laps-

es to the deaths of children.

Rejecting the charge out-
right, Yogi Adityanath
asserted that no child had
died in Uttar Pradesh due
to the cough syrup, dis-
missing the allegations as
baseless.

On December 22, 2025,

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath's
use of "do namoone" dur-
ing an Assembly debate
sparked a row with
Samajwadi Party leader
Akhilesh Yadav, interpreted

22,

as a comment on Rahul
Gandhi and reflecting
alleged tensions between
BJP leaders in Delhi and
Lucknow, amid accusations
over the smuggling of

widely interpreted by legis-
lators and political
observers as a swipe at
Rahul Gandhi, the Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, and Akhilesh Yadav,

cough syrup and related
child deaths.

While rebutting the
opposition, the  Chief
Minister then turned his fire
towards rival leaders, with-
out naming anyone directly.
Addressing Samajwadi
Party members, he said
there were "two
namoones"-one sitting in
Delhi and another in
Lucknow-who, according to
him, leave the country
whenever serious national
debates take place. He
added that a similar pattern
could soon be seen with
the opposition's "babua",
suggesting frequent foreign
trips while party workers
continue protests at home.

Though no names were
mentioned, the remark was

former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister and now an MP.

Yogi  Adityanath  later
shared a clip of his speech
on X from his official handle,
linking his denial of cough
syrup-related deaths with
the broader political attack.

Akhilesh Yadav
responded within minutes
on social media, arguing
that the Chief Minister's
comment amounted to an
admission of friction within
the BJP. He claimed the
reference to "two
namoones" reflected an
ongoing struggle between
the party's central leader-
ship and its state leader-
ship in Uttar Pradesh.

The episode followed
sustained opposition pres-
sure in the Assembly,

where parties alleged that
stricter action against ille-
gal cough syrup smuggling
could have prevented hun-
dreds of child deaths and
demanded accountability
from the government. Yogi
Adityanath, however,
remained firm in his asser-
tion that such deaths had
not occurred in the state.

The latest clash adds to
a series of sharp political
exchanges between the
two leaders. Earlier, during
a campaign speech ahead
of the Bihar elections, Yogi
Adityanath had targeted
Rahul Gandhi, Akhilesh
Yadav and RJD leader
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav
with a controversial com-
parison, accusing them of
lacking the ability to speak,
see or hear the truth.

The Samajwadi Party
has long maintained that
the BJP's state government
and its central leadership
are engaged in a quiet con-
test for influence in Uttar
Pradesh. Citing decisions
such as the choice of
deputy chief ministers and
key bureaucratic appoint-
ments, the party argues
that efforts have been
made to curb Yogi
Adityanath's authority. The
"do namoone" remark, the
opposition now claims, is
another sign of those
underlying tensions spilling
into the open.
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tion norms.

Aviation Turmeil Unleashed
Every few years, India gets a reminder of just how
fragile its aviation ecosystem really is. This time, it took
a week-long meltdown at IndiGo a prominent airline
service, hundreds of cancellations, airports reduced to
holding zones for luggage, and passengers stranded
across the country, to expose a truth policymakers prefer
to ignore: when a major chunk of the market is controlled
by just two airlines, one company’s internal crisis
becomes a national emergency. IndiGo’s shortage of
pilots, triggered by the rollout of long-delayed fatigue-
management rules, should have disrupted one airline.
Instead, it paralysed India’s entire aviation network .

Fares shot up to Rs40,000-80,000, refunds lagged for
days, and alternative carriers simply didn’t have the
capacity to absorb the shock. In a competitive market,
passengers would have options. In India’s duopolistic
one, they had none. The fatigue rules themselves were
not the villain. Pilot exhaustion is a well-documented
safety threat globally, and aligning India’s Flight Duty
Time Limitations (FDTL) with international norms is long
overdue. But the transition was mishandled on every
side. Regulators announced the rules almost two years
ago, then delayed and re-delayed their enforcement,
only to push through implementation abruptly, leaving
airlines scrambling. IndiGo, famous for tight turnarounds
and a “lean-staffing” model, underestimated how many
additional pilots it needed. The regulator underestimated
how quickly a brittle system can collapse.

This combination, poor planning meets a market with
almost no buffers, is why passengers ended up paying
the price. What's missing from the conversation is the
structural cause: India’s aviation sector lacks depth.
When just two airlines, IndiGo and Air India, hold over 90
per cent of market share, the entire system depends on
their ability to function flawlessly. No modern industry
should operate on this kind of razor’s edge. The German
aviation sector didn’t collapse when Lufthansa suffered
an IT system outage. The US doesn’t grind to a halt
when Delta faces a staffing shortfall. In those markets,
multiple players create resilience. In India, passengers
face a system where when “one airline falters, everyone
suffers.” And consumers suffered immensely.

People missed job interviews, medical appointments
and weddings. Some reached airports at dawn only to
discover their flights cancelled with no SMS alert.
Refunds trickled in only after government orders. A coun-
try aiming to become the world’s third largest aviation
market cannot operate with outdated passenger protec-
India needs a clear and enforceable Air
Passenger Bill of Rights, one that guarantees automatic
funds, timely alerts and fair compensation for last minute
cancellations, without burdening airlines under knee-jerk
regulations. But consumer rights alone won'’t fix a market
with too little competition. For genuine resilience, India
must remove barriers that make it hard for new airlines
to scale: high ATF taxes that erode margins, slot alloca-
tion policies that reward in cumb ents, and regulatory
unpredictability that discourages investment. The gov-
ernment says India has room for five major airlines.

That won't happen without policy reforms that make
market entry easier and ensure a level playing field.
IndiGo’s crisis wasn’t just about fatigue rules or rostering
miscalculations. It was a stress test for the entire sector,
and the system failed. India’s aviation future depends on
embracing what every competitive, consumer-friendly
market eventually learns: choice is stability. The more
players in the sky, the fewer passengers will ever be
stranded because one airline miscalculated.
wants a resilient aviation ecosystem, it must stop fire-
fighting and start enabling competition. The skies need
more carriers, more capacity, and more consumer choice.
Otherwise, this won’t be the last time passengers pay for
a crisis they didn’t create. (The writer is Indian Policy
Associate, Consumer Choice Center.)

If India

(Gns).

In 1993, the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment
was hailed as the dawn of
Gram Swaraj — village self-
rule rooted in democratic
decentralisation. The prom-
ise was clear: Panchayati
Raj Institutions (PRIs)
would no longer be mere
implementing arms of Delhi
or state capitals, but gen-
uine institutions of self-gov-
ernment. Three decades
later, that promise is gasp-
ing for fiscal breath. India

has successfully elected
millions of village represen-
tatives. What it has failed to
do is give them the one
thing that guarantees
autonomy: control over
money. A recent RBI report
on the Finances of
Panchayati Raj Institutions
presents a stark picture.
Own Source Revenue
(OSR) remains negligible,
with Panchayats depending
on state and central trans-
fers for nearly 95 percent
their funds.

Atal Netrutva, Avirat Vikas, Sushasan Thaki Samruddh Khedut

Under Kisan Suryoday Yojana,
Daytime Electricity Reaches
Over 98% Villages, Benefiting
More Than 19 Lakh Farmers
GETCO to Set Up Five New
Substations and Strengthen
1,100 CKM Transmission
Network in 2026=27 at an
Estimated Cost of 11,000
Crore
Over (15,000 Crore Invested by
State Government in 40 New
Substations, 4,640.73 CKM
Transmission Lines and
3,927.72 CKM MVCC Works
All Farmers in the State to
Receive Electricity During
Daytime Hours for Irrigation
by March 2026: Chief Minister
Shri Bhupendra Patel

Gandhinagar, 22
December 2025 : Prime
Minister Shri Narendra

Modi emphasised that good
governance lies in trans-
parently delivering farmer-
centric schemes, as India’s
progress depends on farm-
ers being prosperous,
secure, and self-reliant.
Under the strong good gov-
ernance of Chief Minister
Shri Bhupendra Patel, the
state government is suc-
cessfully delivering farmer-
centric schemes to all farm-
ers. A prime example of this
is the Kisan Suryoday
Yojana (KSY), through
which 17,018 villages, that
is 98.66 percent of the vil-
lages in the state, are now
receiving electricity during
daytime hours. Under this

India’s export map is
quietly, but decisively,
being redrawn. Recent
data reveals a geographic
rebalancing that goes
beyond year-on-year fluc-
tuations and points to a
deeper structural shift in
how ~ and where ~ the
country earns its export
revenues. Southern states
are emerging as the new
growth poles, while long-
dominant western power-
houses are showing signs
of strain. The rise of states
like Tamil Nadu and
Telangana is not accidental.

Their export growth
reflects years of deliberate
industrial strategy: building
electronics and engineer-
ing clusters, integrating
manufacturing with global
supply chains, and aligning
state-level policies with the
needs of export-oriented
firms. Tamil Nadu’s steady
expansion across automo-
biles, electronics and engi-
neering goods shows the
advantage of diversification.

scheme, 19.69 lakh farm-
ers in Gujarat are benefit-
ing from daytime power
supply.

Speaking about
Gujarat’'s success in pro-
viding electricity to farmers
during daytime hours, Chief

objective of providing elec-
tricity to farmers in two
slots between 5:00 am and
9:00 pm: the first slot from
5:00 am to 1:00 pm and the
second from 1:00 pm to
9:00 pm. However, after the
implementation of the

on the power grid during
peak demand hours is
reduced, ensuring a more
sustainable and reliable
electricity supply for agri-
culture.

At present, under this
scheme, 17,018 villages,

incurred a total expendi-
ture of X5,353.62 crore for
establishing 40 new sub-
stations, laying 4,640.73
circuit kilometres (CKM) of
transmission lines, and
strengthening the distribu-
tion network through

Minister said, “Due to the
agriculture-friendly poli-
cies of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and his
sensitivity towards farm-
ers, nearly 98 percent of
the farmers in the state
are now receiving electric-

ity during the day. Those [[s&

who are yet to be covered
will also start receiving
daytime electricity by
March 2026, and this mis-
sion will be completed.
This was a very significant
decision taken by the
Honourable Prime
Minister, and the fact that
we have been able to fulfil
it is a matter of joy for all
of us. With farmers receiv-
ing adequate water and
electricity, the entire land-
scape of the state’s agricul-
tural sector has been com-
pletely transformed, lead-
ing to greater prosperity for
farmers.”

Kisan Suryoday Yojana
Ensures Daytime Power
Supply to Farmers with
Maximum Utilisation of
Daylight Hours

This scheme was imple-
mented in 2020 with the

It is no longer dependent
on a single sector or mar-

scheme, it was found nec-
essary to make the power
supply schedule for the
agriculture sector more effi-
cient in alignment with day-
light hours, which led to
the introduction of the sin-
gle-shift concept. Under
this concept, electricity for
agricultural purposes is
provided to farmers during
daylight hours, particularly
from 7:00 am to 5:00 pm.
By integrating solar ener-
gy in this manner, the load

that is 98.66 percent of the
villages in the state, are
being provided electricity
during daytime hours, and
98 percent of the state’s

substations have been
shifted to daytime opera-
tions. The work of shifting
the remaining 45 rotational
substations to cover the
remaining 231 villages
under the scheme is cur-
rently in progress. Notably,
under this initiative, the
state government has

Export Rebalance

ing manufacturing and
services as separate silos.

are increasingly vulnerable
to global volatility ~ petro-

3,927.72 circuit kilome-
tres (CKM) of MVCC
works.
Plan
Establish
Substations

Formulated to
New
and

L | Strengthen Transmission
W Network in 2026-27

In 2026-27, to ensure
the supply of agricultural
electricity during daytime
hours, GETCO has
planned to set up approx-
imately five substations
and strengthen around
1,100 circuit kilometres
(CKM) of the transmission
network, with an estimat-
ed expenditure of 1,000
crore. Additionally, the
estimated cost for laying

AB cables/MVCC for
DISCOMs in the year
2026-27 is X375 crore.

“Daytime power has

eliminated the fear of wild
animals and saved signifi-
cant time” — Beneficiary of
the Kisan Suryoday Yojana

Farmer Jayesh Patel of
Kankrol village in
Himmatnagar taluka, who
also serves as Chairman of
the Himmatnagar APMC,
shared his experience, stat-

nal a need for reinvention.
What is striking is that the
southern states

ket, making its
export basket
more resilient to
global shocks.
Telangana’s
surge is equally
instructive. Often
viewed primarily
through the lens
of services and
technology, it is
now carving out a
place in tradition-
al  engineering
exports.

This suggests
that newer indus-
trial states, if they
invest in logistics,
skilling and ease
of doing business,

oo WH i

gains are not
coming at the
cost of scale
alone, but
through value
addition and
sectoral
upgrading. The
shift mirrors
global trade
trends, where
competitive-
ness increas-
ingly depends
on technology
intensity, supply
chain reliability,
and product
sophistication

IRER R [IL
rather than low

can scale exports
rapidly even without a long
manufacturing legacy.
Karnataka’s recovery, pow-
ered by software-linked
exports, reinforces the
importance of embedding
technology into export
strategies rather than treat-

By contrast, the slowdown
in Gujarat and Maharashtra
exposes the limits of legacy
dominance. These states
remain India’s largest
exporters in absolute terms,
but their export engines are
closely tied to sectors that

chemicals, gems and jew-
ellery, and textiles.

When oil prices swing
or discretionary demand
weakens, the impact is
immediate and severe. This
does not imply decline in
relevance, but it does sig-

Empowered but powerless

Decentralisation, in
practice, has remained
administrative — not fiscal.

Yet this failure is not uni-
form. The Panchayats
Devolution Index 2024

reveals that India’s problem
is not design, but political
will. The contrast across
regions is striking. The
Devolution Index — which
measures the transfer of
funds, functions, and func-
tionaries — shows southern
states decisively ahead.
Karnataka tops the list with

a score of 72.23, followed
by Kerala (70.59) and Tamil
Nadu (68.38). The national
average languishes at
43.69, while areas such as
Jammu & Kashmir (27.85)
and Jharkhand (27.73)
remain near the bottom.
Why does the South
lead? The answer lies in
clarity and commitment.
States like Karnataka and

Andhra Pradesh have
issued unambiguous
orders empowering

Panchayats to levy and col-

Lucknow’s Young Borrowers Embrace Digital Credit with a
Trust-Driven Approach: Reveals How India Borrows 7.0 Study

Lucknow, 22 December
2025: Gen Z in the city of
Nawabs have been
embracing digital credit in a
faster manner compared to
other cities. More and more
youths in Lucknow are
inclined towards online
shopping also.

Home Credit India, a
leading consumer finance
company, today released
the 7th edition of its flag-
ship annual study, How
India Borrows (HIB) high-
lighting the evolving role of
credit in India’s lower-mid-
dle class, who represent
nearly two-thirds of the
population and are often
considered the silent driv-
ers of India’s economic
growth. This year’s study
shows a marked transfor-
mation in borrowing behav-
iour and attitudes among
this segment - from credit

as a safety net for necessi-
ty to a catalyst for aspira-
tion and self-reliance.
According to the study
64% of Lucknow’s borrow-
ers shop online and use
mobile banking. This shows

through online lenders.
This mix of digital comfort
and trust-based decision-
making highlights
Lucknow’s emerging posi-
tion as a city where credit is
not just about access, but

high digital about
adoption in smart,
Lucknow. In transpar-
Lucknow H n M E ent, and
55% prefer - responsi-
online loan ble use.
channels, CRE DlT In the
signalling study
growing younger
comfort with digital borrow- borrower base indicates

ing. While 54% check EMI
affordability before taking a
loan, showing prudent
financial behaviour. In the
city of Nawabs 37% value
lender reputation, reflecting
the city’s trust-driven credit
mindset. However among
youths  51% prefer fast,
stress-free loan processes

the city’s tilt toward digital-
first financial habits.

“How India Borrows 7.0’
reflects a shift in India’s
credit culture - from borrow-
ing for survival to borrowing
for success,” says Ashish
Tiwari, Chief Marketing
Officer, Home Credit India.

“Gen Z, Millennials, women,

and smaller cities are lead-
ing the digital lending revo-
lution, valuing speed, sim-
plicity, and personalisation.
Embedded finance is driv-
ing frictionless borrowing,
where trust, technology,
and value converge to
redefine how India borrows.
The lower middle class is
increasingly strategic in its
ambitions, using credit as a
bridge to entrepreneurship,
homeownership, and edu-
cation. At Home Credit
India, we see them as
Prudent Planners and
Confident Builders. We go
beyond transactional lend-
ing and empower our cus-
tomers with a transparent
financial journey that fuels
personal progress, national
growth, and financial inclu-
sion, making every borrow-
er’s life hit.

lect taxes. In Kerala,
Panchayats are not merely
civic bodies; they function
as planning units with inde-
pendent budgets, authority

¥z of o L +3

on paper, they are throttled
by bureaucratic ambiguity —
unclear definitions of “com-
mercial property,” outdated
property registers, and dis-

]

over property taxes, and
freedom to levy user
charges without constant
state approval.
Decentralisation here is
institutionalised, not rhetor-

ical. Elsewhere,
Panchayats remain trapped
in a structural bind.

Property tax — the most reli-
able source of local rev-
enue — accounts for nearly
40 per cent of OSR nation-
wide. Yet India’s property
tax-to-GDP ratio is just 0.2
per cent, among the lowest
globally. This is not
because rural citizens
refuse to pay.

It is because, in many
states, they are never prop-
erly asked. In Uttar
Pradesh and Odisha, Gram
Panchayats have either not
been fully authorised to
levy property tax or lack the
operational ability to do so.
Even where powers exist

‘bad cop.”

valuation.

putes  over
Compounding this is a
deeper flaw: states often
retain the power to assess
property values while push-
ing the politically unpopular
task of tax collection onto
Panchayats. A village
Sarpanch, without techni-
cal staff or surveyors, can-
not realistically assess the
value of a new warehouse
or commercial complex.
Beyond structure lies a
behavioural challenge — the
proximity paradox.

In villages, the tax col-
lector and taxpayer are
neighbours. A Sarpanch
who enforces property tax
or hikes water charges
risks immediate social
backlash and electoral
consequences. Successful
states have addressed this
by letting the state play the
Maharashtra
(Index score: 61.44) offers

costs. States
that have anticipated this
transition are now reaping
the rewards. For India as a
whole, this redistribution of
export momentum is a pos-
itive development. A broad-
er export base reduces
concentration risk and

a useful model, where
statutory minimum floor
rates for local taxes are
fixed by the state. This
allows local leaders to tell
residents, “The law
requires this,” shielding
them from direct blame
while ensuring revenue
flows. Another vast but
neglected opportunity lies
in common property
resources — ponds, grazing
lands, weekly markets, and
minor forests.

Though legally meant
for community benefit, con-
trol often lies with Forest or
Revenue departments. A
Panchayat attempting to
lease a pond for fisheries
or a market shed for week-
ly haats frequently runs
into inter-departmental red
tape. Transferring
Operations and
Maintenance rights to PRIs
would not only generate
revenue but also improve
local stewardship and con-
servation. The solution is
neither complex nor
unknown. The Ministry of
Panchayati Raj’'s digital
platform Samartha, aimed
at end-to-end digitisation of
OSR management, is a
step forward. Digitisation
reduces leakage, improves
transparency, and creates
reliable tax databases.

But technology cannot
substitute political intent.
State governments must
recognise that hoarding fis-
cal power at the capital is
inefficient. Home Minister

ing, “Earlier, farmers used
to receive electricity at night,
which made it difficult to irri-
gate fields during nighttime
and leading to excessive
water wastage, along with
the constant fear of wild
animals. However, under
this scheme, we have been
receiving electricity during
the day for the past two
years, which has resolved
all these problems. Farmers
can now irrigate their fields
at the right time and in the
right quantity, resulting in
significant savings of time.
On behalf of all the farmers
of Himmatnagar taluka, |
express my gratitude to the

Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and the
Chief Minister Shri

Bhupendra Patel.”

Notably, with the imple-
mentation of this scheme,
farmers are receiving elec-
tricity during daytime hours,
enabling them to carry out
irrigation at the appropriate
time and improve crop pro-
ductivity, thereby contribut-
ing to their economic pros-
perity. With the continuous
strengthening of transmis-
sion infrastructure, the
state government will con-
tinue the phased imple-
mentation of the Kisan
Suryoday Yojana, ensuring
a reliable and sustainable
daytime power supply for
farmers.

makes national perform-
ance less hostage to
shocks affecting one region
or sector. However, it also
raises important policy
questions.

Can the export-led suc-
cess of the south be repli-
cated elsewhere? And can
traditional leaders adapt
quickly enough to stay
competitive? The answer
lies in coordinated reform.
Infrastructure, port efficien-
cy, power reliability, and
workforce  skills  must
improve across regions.
Just as crucial is helping
older industrial hubs move
up the value chain rather
than relying on cyclical
strengths. India’s export
future will not be secured
by geography alone, but by
how effectively each region
responds to a rapidly
changing global trade envi-
ronment. The emerging
export map suggests one
clear lesson: adaptability,
not legacy, now determines
leadership

Amit Shah has rightly noted
that Panchayati Raj cannot
succeed without revenue
autonomy. Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has similarly
called for “innovative prac-
tices” to boost Panchayat
income. These statements
must now translate into pol-
icy. A three-pronged
approach is essential:
Mandatory devolution:
States must be legally
bound to devolve taxation
powers — especially proper-

ty tax - to Gram
Panchayats.

Capacity building:
Scalable training pro-

grammes, such as those
developed with [1M-
Ahmedabad, must equip
Panchayat officials with
skills in valuation, account-
ing, and revenue manage-
ment. Incentivisation
Finance Commission
grants should be tightly
linked to OSR performance.
Panchayats that collect
more  should receive
matching grants, creating a
virtuous cycle. The 73rd
Amendment delivered
democratic decentralisa-
tion. But democracy with-
out financial autonomy is
hollow. Until Panchayats
can pay their electricity bills
without waiting for a state
grant, Gram Swaraj will
remain unfinished business.
The southern states have
shown what is possible.
The rest of India must now
follow.
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11 EMPLOYEES OF WESTERN RAILWAY FELICITATED
WITH GENERAL MANAGER’S SAFETY AWARD

Mumbai, 02 Employees of
Mumbai Central Division
received General Manager’s
Safety Award

Shri  Vivek  Kumar
Gupta - General Manager
of Western Railway, felici-

According to a press
release issued by Chief
Public Relations Officer of
Western Railway, Shri
Vineet Abhishek, 2
employees from Mumbai
Central Division, Shri

who were being awarded
and mentioned that they
are exemplary role models
for everyone to emulate.
During a routine exam-
ination on 18th November,
2025, Shri Sudam Patil,

Train Manager, on 10th
November, 2025, while
taking charge of train
observed the Brake
Power Certificate was
invalid. He aslo observed
that the locks of the rear

tated 11 employ- container of
ees at the Western wagon was out
Railway of the lock holes.
Headquarters in | He inspected
Mumbai for their} the entire train
exemplary  per- |8 to confirm his
formance that con- B _ observation and
trlb_uted to _safe Shri Vivek Kumar Gupta - General Manager of Western Railway is seen anng reporteq the
train  operations. with Principal Head of Departments and the recipients of GM’s Safety Award. anomalies  to
These employees P P P y the Deputy
were recognized for their Sudam Patil, Fitter and Fitter, noticed that the Station Superintendent,
alertness and dedication Shri Rakesh Ashok centre pivot of brake van Vasai Road. Failing to
during duty, which played Ghodichor, Goods Train was broken and he imme- detect this issue could
a crucial role in preventing Manager, Vasai Road, diately informed his senior have caused a major inci-

untoward incidents in
November, 2025. The
awardees included
employees from the
Mumbai Central,
Vadodara, Ratlam,

Ahmedabad, Rajkot and
Bhavnagar Divisions.

were awarded for their
high level of commitment
and dedication towards
safe running of trains in

various areas of safety.

Shri Vivek Kumar Gupta
appreciated the alertness
of all eleven employees

without delay. After exam-
ining, the wagon was
marked unsuitable for
onward journey prevent-
ing an untoward incident
and ensuring the safety of
passengers. Shri Rakesh
Ashok Ghodichor, Goods

dent.

Western Railway com-
mends all awardee
employees for their quick
thinking and alertness,
which played a key role in
preventing untoward
events.

India and New Zealand Announce Conclusion of
Landmark Free Trade Agreement Negotiations

(Gns).

India and New Zealand
have concluded a compre-
hensive, balanced and for-
ward-looking Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) under the
visionary leadership of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, marking a
major economic and strate-
gic milestone in India’s
engagement with the Indo-
Pacific region.

The Agreement stands
out as one of India’s
fastest-concluded  FTAs
aligned with the national
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.
The negotiations were for-
mally launched on 16
March 2025 during the
meeting between Hon'ble
Minister of Commerce and
Industry Shri Piyush Goyal
and Hon’ble Minister for
Trade and Investment of
New Zealand Mr. Todd

McClay. The agreement
was concluded by holding
continuous and intense dis-
cussions spread over 5 for-
mal negotiation rounds,

sion, Minister for
Commerce and Industry
Shri Piyush Goyal said,

“Today this Free Trade
Agreement is about build-

several in-
person and
virtual inters-
essions. The | =«
FTA estab- [ @&
lishes a
high-quality
economic
partnership
that pro-
motes
employment,
facilitates
skill mobility,
drives trade and
ment-led growth,

invest-
fosters
innovation for agricultural
productivity, and enhances

MSME participation to
strengthen long-term eco-
nomic resilience.

Speaking on the conclu-

ing trade around
people and
launching oppor-
tunities — for our
farmers, for our
entrepreneurs, for
our students, for
our Women and
for our innovators.

Boosting  vyields
and farmer
incomes, the

agreement drives
modern agricultur-
al productivity. It opens
doors for Indian businesses
in the region through well-
integrated directional
exports and gives our youth
choices to learn, work and
grow on a global stage”
Elimination of tariffs on

100% of its tariff lines, pro-
vides duty-free access for
all Indian exports. This
market access enhances
the competitiveness of
India’s labour-intensive
sectors including textiles,
apparel, leather, footwear,
marine products, gems and
jewellery, handicrafts, engi-
neering goods and automo-
biles, directly supporting
Indian workers, artisans,
women, youth and MSMEs
and integrating them deep-
er into global value chains.

The FTA delivers New
Zealand’s best and most
ambitious services offer in
any of its FTAs to date.
India has secured commit-
ments across a wide range
of high-value sectors
including IT and IT-enabled
services, professional serv-
ices, education, financial
services, tourism.

Modern Technologies are playing a crucial role in generat-
ing employment: Union Minister of State Shri Jitin Prasada

(Gns).

Union Minister of State
for Electronics and
Information  Technology
and Commerce & Industry,
Shri Jitin Prasada, said that
emerging technologies
such as drone technology,
Internet of Things (loT) and
cybersecurity are playing a
significant role in creating
new employment opportu-
nities. He was addressing
the “Technology and Skill
Development Conference
held at the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee NIELIT Extension
Centre campus in Pilibhit,
Uttar Pradesh on 21
December 2025. Shri Jitin
Prasada attended the con-
ference as the Chief Guest.
The objective of the confer-
ence was to promote tech-
nology-based skill develop-

”

ment, innovation, and
entrepreneurship among
youth.

Referring to the vision

of Digital India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat, the
Minister of State said that
institutions like NIELIT are
acting as a bridge between
policy formulation
and implementa-
tion, and are play- [&
ing a vital role in [
taking advanced |a
technical educa- [ s
tion and skill devel-
opment to remote
and semi-urban
areas of the coun-
try. He also ‘
emphasized that i !
skill development
aligned  with  industry
requirements will lead India
towards global leadership
in technology.

The conference was
attended by Members of
the Legislative Assembly,
senior district and adminis-
trative officials, representa-
tives from academia and
industry, startup entrepre-

neurs, and officials of
NIELIT. A large number of
students, trainees, and

local youth actively partici-
pated in the event.

. Aval Bt Rjpayee

SWIELIT Exension Eenire, FillD
b M of Elzearamicy i
8 & Infovoiiin Trhnobigr: S B

A key attraction of the
conference was the tech-
nology exhibition by startup
companies working in the
field of Drone Technologies.
These startups showcased

innovative  drone-based
solutions for agriculture,
crop monitoring, pesticide
spraying, land surveying,
mapping, disaster manage-

ment, surveillance, and
logistics. The exhibition
provided participants with
practical insights into real-
world applications of drone
technology and demon-
strated the growing role of
startups in driving techno-
logical innovation.

On this occasion, the
Minister also inaugurated a
state-of-the-art Internet of
Things (loT) Laboratory at
NIELIT Pilibhit. The newly
established [oT Lab is
aimed at providing hands-
on, industry-oriented train-
ing to students from Pilibhit
and surrounding regions.
The laboratory will enable
learners to gain practical
exposure to smart sensors,
embedded systems,
automation, and real-time
loT applications, thereby
enhancing their employabil-
ity and technical compe-
tence.

Union MoS for Health and Family Welfare, Smt. Anupriya Patel Addresses 7th
Convocation of Vardhman Mahavir Medical College & Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi

Union Minister highlights
transformation achieved in
India’s Healthcare landscape
in the last 11 years
In the last 11 years, the
number of medical colleges in
the country has increased
from 387 to 819; UG seats have
risen from 51,000 to 1,28,000,
and PG seats from 31,000 to
around 82,000 today: Smt.
Anupriya Patel
More than 217 postgraduate
students, 136 undergraduate
students and 40 super-
specialty students were
awarded degrees
43 students awarded with
medals in recognition of
outstanding performance and
dedication

(Gns).

Union Minister of State
for Health and Family
Welfare, Smt. Anupriya
Patel addressed the 7th
annual convocation cere-
mony of Vardhman Mahavir
Medical College &

Safdarjung Hospital, here
today. Prof. (Dr.) Mahesh
Verma, Vice Chancellor,
GGSIPU and Dr Sunita
Sharma, Director General
of Health Services (DGHS)
were also present.

They are the qualities and
traits of compassion, dedi-
cation, perseverance that
you will follow from now
onwards in your medical
profession.” She urged the
young doctors to uphold

Addressing the gather-
ing, Smt. Patel congratulat-
ed the graduating students
and emphasized the pivotal
role of public medical insti-

tutions in strengthening
India’s healthcare system.

“The degrees you that you

will receive today are more
than certificates of merit.

L1 peegmie TR

ethical medical practice,
compassion and a strong
commitment to serving
underserved and marginal-
ized communities.

Highlighting the
progress achieved in
India’'s healthcare land-

scape in the last 11 years,
Smt. Patel said that the

government has trans-
formed the entire pyramid
of healthcare at the primary,
secondary and tertiary lev-
els. “At the primary level,
there are more than 1.82
lakh  Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs operational in the
country which are providing
comprehensive  primary
care services to the people,
the government is fixing up
the critical gaps in second-
ary healthcare facilities like
CHCs and district hospitals
and we are also expanding
the network of tertiary care
facilities and reimagining
medical education.

The Union Minister stat-
ed that “in the last 11 years,
the number of medical col-
leges in the country has
increased from 387 to 819.
The number of AIIMS has
increased from 7 to 23.
Undergraduate = medical
seats have risen from
51,000 to 1,28,000.

Union Rural Development Minister Shri Shivraj
Singh Chouhan meets Rozgar Sahayaks

(Gns).

Rozgar Sahayaks from
different States met Union
Minister for Rural
Development Shri Shivraj
Singh Chouhan in Bhopal
on Monday and expressed
their gratitude to him for
increasing the administra-
tive expenditure from 6% to
9%. On this occasion, Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said that the delay in timely
payment of salaries to
employment assistants,
panchayat secretaries and
technical staff had been a
major concern, and that an
important  decision to
increase administrative
expenditure has been
taken to address this.

Union Minister  Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said that earlier administra-
tive expenditure was 6%,
which  has now been
increased to 9%, that is, it

has been raised by one and
a half times. The direct

ments of staff and it will be
ensured that there is no

benefit of this will be that,
out of the total proposed
budget of %1,51,282 crore,
more than 13,000 crore
will be earmarked for
salaries of employees and
administrative require-
ments. The Union Minister
said this amount will be suf-
ficient to meet salary pay-

wastage of any kind in
administrative expenditure.
Shri Shivraj Singh said
strict monitoring will be
done to prevent spending
on jeeps, vehicles or other
unnecessary heads. He

said Rozgar Sahayaks had
flagged problems  of
delayed and withheld

salaries, after which provi-
sions were made in the
rules that salaries must be
paid first and other essen-
tial expenses only there-
after. For this, necessary
directions will be issued in
coordination  with  the
States.

https://static.pib.gov.in/
WriteReadData/userfiles/im
age/image002RJCO.jpg

Union Minister for Rural
Development Shri Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said that
unlike under MGNREGA,
there is now a legal guaran-
tee of 125 days of employ-
ment instead of 100 days.
At the same time, keeping
in view the agricultural
peak season, state govern-
ments have been given the
authority to issue notifica-
tions allowing workers to be
deployed in agricultural
work for up to 60 days dur-
ing sowing.

MoSPI is set to convene a Pre-release Consultative Workshop on the Base Revision
of GDP, CPI and IIP on 23rd December 2025 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

(Gns).
The Ministry of Statistics
and Programme

Implementation (MoSPI) is
organizing the Second Pre-
release Consultative
Workshop on the Base
Revision of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP),
Consumer Price Index
(CPI) and Index of
Industrial Production (IIP)
on 23rd December, 2025 at
Bharat Mandapam, Pragati

Maidan, New Delhi. The
First Pre-release
Consultative Workshop
was held on 26th

November, 2026 at Mumbai.

The primary objective of
the workshop is to share
the proposed methodologi-
cal and structural changes

in the ongoing base revi-
sion of GDP, CPI, and IIP
for seeking feedback and
comments of the
participants.
The work-
shop will bring
together a wide B8
spectrum of par- i
ticipants, includ- &
ing eminent
economists,
experts from
financial institu-
tions and the
banking sector, subject-
matter specialists, users of
core statistics, and senior
officials from the Central
and State Governments.
The participation of this
diverse group is expected
to enrich the discussions

and familiarize users with
the changes in the revised
series.

Inaugural seon o the
Workshop will be graced by
the distinguished digni-

taries, including Shri
Suman K Bery, Vice
Chairman, NITI Aayog as
the chief guest along with
Dr. V. Anantha Nageswaran,

Chief Economic Advisor, Dr.
Saurabh Garg, Secretary,
MoSPI and Shri N. K.
Santoshi, Director General
(Central Statistics), MoSPI.

Inaugural session will
be followed by the technical
sessions on GDP, CPI and
[IP along-with the open
house discussions. A book-
let containing the brief con-
cept notes on proposed
changes in base revision of
GDP, CPI, and IIP will also
be shared with the partici-
pants. The workshop aims
to strengthen transparency,
foster informed dialogue
and ensure broad-based
consultation before the
release of the revised
series of GDP, CPI and IIP.

Technical Snag Forces Air India Flight to
Abort Mumbai Journey, Lands Safely in Delhi

(Gns).

An Air India Delhi-
Mumbai flight returned to
Indira Gandhi International
Airport shortly after takeoff
on 22 December after the
crew noticed low engine oil
pressure in the right engine,
according to officials. The
aircraft, operating as Al887,
landed safely back in Delhi,
where all passengers and
crew were taken off the
plane without any reported
injuries.

Air India said the affect-
ed aircraft is undergoing
technical checks after the
diversion. The airline apol-
ogised to passengers for
the disruption and said

alternative travel options
were being arranged so
that everyone reached
Mumbai. The Tata-owned
carrier also stressed that
the "safety and wellbeing"
of the passengers and the
crew remains Air India's top
priority.

On December 22, an Air
India Delhi-Mumbai flight,
AI887, returned to Delhi
shortly after takeoff due to
low engine oil pressure,
leading to a safe landing
and passenger disem-
barkation, and the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation is now examining
the incident. Additionally,
an Air India Express flight

from Vijayawada to
Visakhapatnam was can-
celed last week due to a
technical snag, with pas-
sengers including notable
figures receiving alternative
travel arrangements.
Explaining the
sequence of events, Air
India said: "The crew oper-
ating flight AI887 from Delhi
to Mumbai on 22 December
decided to return to Delhi
shortly after take-off due to
a technical issue as per
standard operating proce-
dure. The aircraft landed
safely at Delhi and the pas-
sengers and crew have dis-
embarked," the statement
read. "The aircraft is under-

US Pursuing Third Oil Tanker Near

(Gns).

The Unlted States has
deployed considerable
naval resources to the
Caribbean in order to exert
pressure on Caracas

The United States is
pursuing an oil tanker in
waters near Venezuela,
according to multiple news
agency reports.

Multiple news reports
indicate the United States
is pursuing an oil tanker
near Venezuela, alleging
it's part of Venezuela's
sanctioned 'dark fleet' and
flying a false flag; the U.S.
has seized multiple vessels
and President Trump has
announced a blockade,
while Venezuela
denounces these actions
as theft and piracy.

Washington considered
the vessel to be part of
Venezuela's "sanctioned
dark fleet" under
"Venezuela's illegal sanc-
tions evasion," according to
the Reuters and Associated
Press reports each citing
an unnamed US official.

Both reports cited a US
official as saying the vessel
was flying a false flag and
had been placed under a
judicial seizure order by the
Us.

Reuters cited a different
official as saying that the
tanker had not been board-
ed and that interceptions
can also take the form of

sailing close to the vessel
being pursued.

On Wednesday, US

President Donald Trump

announced a blockade of

sanctioned oil tankers
entering and leaving
Venezuela.

On Truth Social, Trump
also announced that he
was  designating  the
Venezuelan regime as "a
foreign terrorist organisa-
tion." He cited reasons

WESTERN RAILWAY

SIGNALING WORK
Sr. DSTE/North/ Mumbai Central, 2" Floor,
Divisional Railway Manager’s Office,
Mumbai Central, Mumbai-400 008 invites
Tender No. SG_216_2_144_WA Date:
18.12.2025. Work and Location:
Signaling work in connection with
Improvement & Upgradation of Yard at
Bilimora, Vedchha, Navsari, Bhestan,
Sachin, Udhana & Surat of Virar -
JoraVasan Section of Mumbai
Division, Western Railway. Approx.
Cost of Work: T 2,20,68,379.06/- EMD:
% 2,60,400.00/- Date & Time of
Submission: till 21.01.2026, 15.00 hrs.
Date & Time of Opening: on 21.01.2026
at 15.30 hrs. For further details please
visit our website www.ireps.gov.in

0914

including the theft of assets,
terrorism, drug smuggling,
and human trafficking.

The US Coast Guard
seized an oil tanker off

going the necessary
checks. Our ground team
at Delhi is providing imme-
diate assistance to the pas-
sengers and alternative
arrangements have been
made to fly them to their
destination shortly."

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation is also
examining the  Delhi-
Mumbai flight case. The
DGCA said the matter will
be probed by the airline’s
permanent investigation
board. Findings from this
internal board are expected
to support the broader reg-
ulatory assessment of the
technical problem reported
on the Boeing B777-300ER.

Venezuela

Venezuela on Saturday.
This was the second vessel
taken by Washington in the
campaign, with the first
tanker seized last week.

WESTERN RAILWAY

Senior Divisional Commercial Manager, Mumbai Central Division, Western Railwa
Divisional Railway Manager, Commercial Department, NFR Section,
Mumbai Central, Mumbai - 400 008.

Work - Display of Advertisement through various NFR media over Mumbai Division

Auction Catalogue No.

Auction Start (All Lots)

MMCT-ADVT-25-64

09-01-26 15:00:00

ADVT-BCT-PL-OH-456-
1 25-1(Advertising-
Out of Home)

structure Area: 1600 sq.ft.

Location / Area

Bulk advertising rights for
display of advertisement
on 01 existing hoarding
(including repairing/strengthening of structure) at
Lower Parel Railway Workshop North West Corner for a period of 5 years.

Days

e-Auction

09-01-26

1826 15:30:00

ADVT-BCT-BDTS-OSN-
212-25-1 (Advertising-
On Station Premise
(Non-Digital))

Bulk Advertisement Rights for
Bandra Terminus (BDTS)
station for a period of 3 years.

09-01-26

1096 15:40:00

ADVT-BCT-DDR-OSN-
339-25-1(Advertising-
On Station Premise

(Non-Digital)) years.

Bulk advertising rights at
Dadar (DDR)
platforms for a period of 3

09-01-26
15:50:00

station 1096

ADVT-BCT-BA-OSN-
440-25-1(Advertising-
On Station Premise
(Non-Digital))

Bulk advertising rights at
Bandra (BA) station on Foot
Over Bridges (FOBs) for a
period of 3years

09-01-26

109 | 16:00:00

ADVT-BCT-CYR-OSN-
442-25-1(Advertising-
On Station Premise
(Non-Digital))

Bulk advertising rights at
Charni Road (CYR) station for
aperiod of 3 years.

09-01-26

109 | 16:10:00

ADVT-BCT-DDR-OSN-
443-25-1(Advertising-
On Station Premise
(Non-Digital))

Bulk advertising rights at
Dadar (DDR) station on Foot
Over Bridges (FOBs) for a
period of 3 years.

09-01-26

1096 16:20:00

ADVT-BCT-ADH-OSN-
441-25-1 (Advertising-
On Station Premise
(Non-Digital))

Bulk Advertising Rights for
Glow Lollipop with seating
arrangement at Andheri station
on upper deck for a period of
Threeyears.

09-01-26

109 | 16.30:00

under the mentioned catalogue.

Contact Details: Landline No.: 02267644212, E-mail ID: acmadvtgbct@gmail.com
Note: Prospective bidders are requested to visit e-Auction leasing module on
IREPS website (www.ireps.gov.in). The lot wise details are available there in

0922

Like us on: [l facebook.com/WesternRly Like us on: I facebook.com/WesternRly - Follow us on: X x.com/WesternRly
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'Divine Intervention' Saved Pakistan After
India Launched Op Sindoor: Asim Munir

(Gns).

Pakistan's Army Chief
Field Marshal Asim Munir
has claimed that "divine
intervention" played a role
in Pakistan's confrontation
with India earlier this year, a
viral video shows.

The clip, widely shared

on social media platforms,

shows Munir invoking reli-
gious imagery while reflect-
ing on the military standoff
that  followed India's
Operation Sindoor in May.
In a viral video from the
National Ulema Conference
in Islamabad, Pakistan's
Army Chief Field Marshal
Asim Munir claimed divine
intervention aided Pakistan
during its confrontation with
India following Operation
Sindoor in May; he also
urged the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan to
choose between supporting

the TTP and maintaining
ties with Pakistan.
The video, reportedly

recorded on December 10

during the National Ulema
Conference in Islamabad,
captures Munir quoting a
verse from the Quran: "If
Allah helps you, none can
overcome you."

He suggested that
Pakistan had experienced
divine support during the

conflict, describing the
intervention as something
that was "felt." His remarks,
couched in faith-based lan-

guage, implied that unseen
forces aided Pakistan at a
critical juncture.

However, Oneindia
could not verify the authen-
ticity of the video.

Operation Sindoor

Munir's comments refer
to the events of May, when

India launched Operation
Sindoor in response to the
Pahalgam terror attack that
claimed 26 lives. The Indian
Air Force carried out preci-
sion strikes on multiple ter-
ror camps located deep

inside Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK).

According to officials,
the targets included camps
in Bahawalpur and Muridke
in Punjab province-areas
long associated  with
Pakistan-based terror out-
fits-as well as facilities in
Muzaffarabad and Kotli in
PoK. These camps were
reportedly used for recruit-
ment, weapons training,
and infiltration planning.
Indian authorities described
the operation as a calibrat-
ed effort to degrade terror
networks without escalating
into a broader conflict.

The big Aravalli storm: Decoding fault
lines, mistrust and Centre’s reply

(Gns).

It is easy to thrash criti-
cism from rival parties as
“politically motivated”, but
not public anger or move-
ments that sharpen percep-
tions, as seen in several
past controversies.

Facing mounting politi-
cal attacks, activist protests
and environmental outrage,
the Centre on Sunday
issued a detailed clarifica-
tion on the Aravalli hills,
dismissing allegations that
it had diluted mining protec-
tions following the
Supreme Court’s
November 20 acceptance
of a new definition of the
ecologically-sensitive
range proposed by the
Environment Ministry.
Whether the Centre’s
response will put to rest
decades-long debate and

environmental concerns on
already-scarred Aravallis
remains to be seen.

The latest row intensi-
fied after years of inconsis-

tent state-level definitions
prompted the apex court to

seek a uniform standard.
Under the new definition,

an “Aravalli Hill” is any
landform in designated
Aravalli districts with an
elevation of 100 metres or
more above its local eleva-

tion. This raised concerns

about exploitation of hills
less than that.

Along with the ministry
issuing background notes
and supporting material,

Union Environment
Minister Bhupendra Yadav
asserted that more than
90% of the Aravalli land-
scape remains under strict
protection and that it was

“completely wrong” to claim

that mining had been
opened up across the
region. There is an explicit

bar on mining on the hills,
their supporting slopes and
within a 500-metre buffer
zone, he said, stressing
that “there is no relaxation”.

In any case, according
to the minister, only about
0.19 to 2% of the total 1.47
lakh sq km Aravalli region
could even theoretically
qualify for mining, and any
such activity would still
require Supreme Court-
approved sustainable min-
ing plans and multiple
statutory clearances.
Rejecting claims of policy
dilution, Yadav said no new
mining leases would be
issued in mapped hill areas
and that Green Aravalli ini-
tiatives remain in force,
describing the allegations
as “lies” and blaming misin-
formation for unnecessary
panic.

'Leglessness in post-tenth scholarship scheme

Mathura. District
Magistrate Chandra
Prakash Singh organized a
meeting of the committee
formed for effective moni-
toring of post-10th scholar-
ship and fee reimburse-

ment scheme in the
Collectorate auditorium.
District Social Welfare

Officer Nagendra Pal Singh,

District School Inspector
Ravindra Singh, District
Backward Class Welfare
Officer Prashant Kumar
Singh and District Minority
Officer Neelma Singh were
present in the meeting.
During the meeting, the
District Magistrate directed

g|vmg instructions during the meetlng

that those colleges and
schools whose logins have
not been locked yet by their
managers, should be
immediately
He made it clear that spe-
cial care should be taken

investigated.

that no student should be
troubled due to the negli-
gence of any college or
school. While reviewing the
progress of the
Marriage/Marriage Grant
Scheme, the  District

will not be tolerated: District Magistrate'

Magistrate directed that
this scheme should be
expedited and by identify-
ing the eligible beneficiar-
ies, it should be ensured
that more and more cou-
ples get the benefit of the
scheme. Apart from this,
the District Magistrate while
giving instructions to the
concerned officers said that
the benefits of all the
schemes run by their
respective  departments
should be extended 100%
to the eligible beneficiaries
and it should be ensured
that no eligible beneficiary
is deprived of any scheme

Aam Aadmi Party took out Save Vote-
Save Constitution Padyatra

Mathura. Aam Aadmi
Party officials from Mathura
participated in the Vote
Bachao - Save Constitution
Pad Yatra which started
from Rampur under the
leadership of Aam Aadmi
Party's Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh. Addressing
the huge public meeting
held on this occasion,
Sanjay Singh said that Aam
Aadmi Party is fighting from
the streets to the
Parliament to stop boat
theft. The struggle to save
the Constitution and stop
vote theft will be continued.
He further said that Prime
Minister Modi ji, Yogi
Adityanath ji and Gyanesh
Kumar ji want to cut 3.5
crore votes in Uttar
Pradesh. Padyatra is being
organized to save the vote
cutting and to save the
Constitution. Throwing light
on the history of the free-
dom struggle in detail, he
said that the BJP cannot
even mention the names of
its four political ancestors
martyred in the freedom

Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh in Vote Bachao -
Constitution Bachao Pad Yatra started from Rampur.

struggle and talks about
nationalism. The tricolor
was not hoisted at the RSS
office for 52 years and
action was taken against

those who went to hoist it.
With what mouth do such
people talk about Vande
Mataram? He said that ear-
lier cycle thieves, gold

thieves, vehicle thieves etc.
were heard of, now vote
thieves have started being
heard of. Former District
President of Aam Aadmi
Party, Ravi Prakash
Bhardwaj said that despite
the dense fog, people par-
ticipated in the public meet-
ing in large numbers and
showed that the public still
has faith in the present
Constitution and its protec-
tion and is alert to save
their votes. The padyatra
which passed through the
main markets of Rampur
was warmly welcomed by
the local people by garland-
ing Sanjay Singh ji and
showering flowers at vari-
ous places. Thousands of
people spontaneously
joined the yatra. During the
yatra, mainly party officials
from Mathura were present
including District President
Bhagat Singh, District Vice
President Rakesh
Aggarwal and Provincial
Secretary of Farmers Cell
Chetan Krishna

Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel will chair the State SWAGAT
Online Public Grievance Redressal Programme on December 24

State SWAGAT Program for
December 2025 To Be Held On
Wednesday Due To Christmas

Holiday

Gandhinagar, 22
December 2025 : The State
SWAGAT online public
grievance redressal pro-
gramme, organised every
month in the presence of
Chief Minister Shri
Bhupendra Patel, will be
held for December 2025 on
Wednesday, December 24.

Inspired by  Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, the SWAGAT online
public grievance redressal

programme
has been con-
ducted since
2003, under
which the State
SWAGAT is
organised on
the fourth
Thursday  of
every month.
As the
fourth
Thursday  of
December falls
on December
25, which is a

public holiday on account
of Christmas, it has been

R,
decided to hold the State
SWAGAT for December

2025 this time on
Wednesday, December 24.
Citizens can submit their
representations for this
SWAGAT programme in
person at the Chief
Minister’s Public Relations
Unit, Swarnim Sankul-2,
Gandhinagar, on
Wednesday, December 24,
between 8-00 am and 11-
00 am. The Chief Minister
will personally attend the
State SWAGAT on
Wednesday afternoon and
directly hear the represen-
tations of citizens.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to arrive
in Lucknow tomorrow on a two-day visit

(Gns).

Lucknow MP and Union
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will be in his con-
stituency on Wednesday.
According to BJP City
President Anand Dwivedi,
the defense minister will
arrive at Lucknow Airport at
4:05 pm tomorrow.

From the airport, the
defence minister will pro-
ceed directly to the Atal
Convention Center, where
he will participate in a “solo
poetry recitation” program

organized to commemorate
the birth anniversary of for-

mer Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Following the program,
he will return to his resi-
dence on Kalidas Marg at

around 6 pm.
On Thursday, at 1:50
pm, he will reach the

Rashtriya Prerna Sthal and
attend the inaugural cere-
mony of the Sthal by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

After the programme,
the defence minister will
leave for the airport at 4:05
pm and will depart for Delhi
at 4:40 pm.

SIT submits final report on codeine syrup racket,
major crackdown and 350 lakh seizure in Etah

(Gns).

The Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
probing the high-profile
codeine-based cough
syrup trafficking case in
Uttar Pradesh has submit-
ted its final report to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

vast network involving drug
trafficking, hawala transac-
tions, and alleged political
links.

According to the SIT,
the kingpin of the racket is
Vibhor Rana, who was
granted a licence in 2016
during the tenure of the
then Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment led by Akhilesh
Yadav.

The
reveals that after strict
action against madrasas
near the Nepal border, traf-
fickers panicked. Fearing
arrest, Vibhor allegedly
requested pharmaceutical
company Abbott to take
back nearly one crore bot-
tles of cough syrup.

The report further states
that the smuggled consign-
ments were distributed
through warehouses in

Varanasi with the help of

associates such as
Shubham Jaiswal and
Manoj Yadav. The SIT has
also highlighted the
involvement of the

investigation “Chhangur Baba” network,

which was allegedly active
in both religious conversion
activities in border areas

and cough syrup smuggling.

Investigators found that
the  smuggling routes
extended across Himachal
Pradesh, West Bengal, and
Jharkhand, while all finan-

cial transactions were con-
ducted through illegal
hawala channels. Following
the submission of the

report, political tempera-
tures have risen in Uttar
Pradesh, with serious
questions being raised over
licences issued during the
previous government’s
tenure and the alleged
criminal nexus.

Meanwhile, in a major
crackdown, police seized
cough syrup worth approxi-
mately X50 lakh in Etah dis-
trict. Acting on a tip-off
around midnight on Sunday,
the Agra Narcotics Team,
led by Inspector Harvendra

Mishra, along with local
police under the supervi-
sion of CO Aliganj Nitish
Garg, cordoned off a village
and raided a tobacco ware-
house.

During the raid, 47 car-
tons of cough syrup were
recovered from the ware-
house. Four people
Pramod Shakya, Jitendra
Yadav, Jitendra Shakya,
and Punjab Singh including
a retired Army personnel,
were arrested, while sever-
al others managed to flee.

Preliminary questioning
revealed that the accused
had been involved in cough
syrup smuggling for a long
time and supplied the con-
traband to drug dealers
across nearby districts. The
recovered bottles carried
the name of the “Wing”
company, but their batch
numbers had been
scratched off, raising suspi-
cion that the syrup was
meant for illegal narcotics
use.
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