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Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and PM 
Narendra Modi on Friday 
participated in the plenary 
session of the India-Russia 
Business Forum in Delhi. 

The forum, co-organised 
by the Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI) and 
Roscongress Foundation, 
brought together leaders of 
the two countries to “pro-
mote multifaceted Russian-
Indian cooperation in 
imports and exports, finance 
and investments.” 

Addressing the plenary 
session, Prime Minister 
Modi expressed his grati-
tude to President Putin for 

his initiative to bring a large 
delegation to the event, not-
ing that mutual trust is the 
greatest strength of the 
India-Russia partnership. 
“Be it business or diplo-

macy, the foundation of any 
partnership is mutual trust. 
This trust is the greatest 
strength of India-Russia 
relations. It gives direction 
and momentum to our joint 
efforts…,” Modi remarked. 

The PM highlighted the 
opportunities in India’s 
defence and space sectors 
after his government 
opened these for private 
investments. 

He also announced that 
India would allow the private 
sector into its civil nuclear 

sector in a major reform 
aimed at achieving his 
developed India goal. 
“Defence and space have 

been opened to the private 
sector. This has created 
new opportunities in these 
sectors. Now we are going 
to open the door to new pos-
sibilities in the civil nuclear 
sector as well. This is not 
just administrative reform, 
but mindset reform. The 
only resolve behind these 
reforms is a developed 
India,” the PM said. 

He also shared new 
ideas furthering India-
Russia cooperation in the 
area of logistics and con-
nectivity. 
“In today’s meeting, 

President Putin and I 
emphasised realising the full 

potential of our connectivity. 
We are committed to mov-
ing forward on the INSTC, 
or the Northern Sea Route, 
i.e., the Chennai-
Vladivostok Corridor. 
Progress will be made in 
this direction soon. This will 

reduce transit times, lower 
costs, and open up new 

markets for businesses. 
“With the power of digital 

technology, we can connect 
customs, logistics, and reg-
ulatory systems through vir-
tual trade corridors. This will 
speed up customs clear-
ance, reduce paperwork, 
and make cargo movement 
more seamless…,” he 
added. 

India and Russia have 
set a goal of exceeding bilat-
eral trade to USD 100 billion 
by 2030. Prime Minister 
Modi expressed optimism 

that this target would be 
achieved even before 2030. 
“From my conversations 

with President Putin since 
yesterday, and the potential 
we see, I don’t think we’ll 
have to wait until 2030. We 
are moving forward with 
determination to achieve 
that goal ahead of schedule, 
and my confidence is grow-
ing,” he said. 

Modi claimed that the 
speed and scale of “change” 
India has achieved under 
his 11 years of rule is 
unprecedented. 
“Following the principle of 

reform, perform, and trans-
form, India is rapidly moving 
towards becoming the 
world’s third-largest econo-
my. Our resolve is stronger 
than ever, and we are mov-
ing forward with great confi-
dence and at a rapid pace 
towards our goals. Next-
generation reforms in GST 
and reduction in compliance 
are steps taken to promote 

ease of doing business,” he 
stated. 

Putin says Russia willing 
to multiply imports of Indian 
goods and services to 
reduce trade deficit 

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the India-Russia 
Business Forum, President 
Putin said these engage-
ments have allowed busi-
ness leaders of the two 
countries to build new con-
tacts and initiate talks on 
future commercial deals, 
and launch forward-looking, 
mutually beneficial projects. 

He said the Russian del-
egation has not come to 
India to discuss only energy 
and sign oil and gas deals 
but to develop multifaceted 
relations with India in many 
spheres. 

The India-Russia 
Business Forum, Putin said, 
“is devoted to the possibili-
ties of the Indian economy 
and aims to inform our eco-
nomic operators about 

these opportunities, so that 
we can open up our markets 
to mutual satisfaction and 
mutual development.” 

Read More: Putin 
launches India division of 
Russia’s state-funded TV 
network 

Noting that Indian manu-
facturing and light industries, 
its IT sector, and the phar-
maceutical industry are 
among the world’s leaders, 
Putin said that Russia is 
carefully analysing India’s 
experience and uses it in 
implementing our national 
programmes for import sub-
stitution and localisation of 
production of high-value-
added products. 
“The governments of both 

countries, along with the 
Prime Minister and me, are 
paying close attention to 
deepening Russia-India 
multifaceted economic ties. 
Following today’s talks,.

 At India-Russia Business Forum, Modi highlights 
opportunities, Putin commits to reducing trade deficit

(Gns).  
NCP MLA Amol Mitkari 

claimed here on Friday that 
the statement of senior 
Congress leader and 
Maharashtra CM Prithviraj 
Chavan that a Marathi man 
could become the Prime 
Minister, due to the fall out 
of revelations of the Jeffrey 
Epstein files, should be 
taken “very seriously”. 
“The statement cannot 

be taken lightly. An Ajit 
‘Parv’ (era) will arrive in 
Maharashtra soon. Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar 
has been working as an 
energetic minister in the 
Mahayuti government for 
the past year. The concept 
of the Laadki Bahin Yojana 
was Ajit Dada’s and he also 
implemented it. Due to this, 

the Mahayuti won the 
assembly elections,” NCP 
MLA Amol Mitkari said. 
“Ajit Pawar is a hard 

working leader. He is never 

angry or upset with the gov-
ernment. The opposition 
accuses him yet Ajit Pawar 
works without being dis-
turbed at all. He continues 
to work among the people, 

serves the people and 
strengthens the grand 
Mahayuti alliance. Look 
closely at Ajitdada. He has 
never expressed anger. 

“He has never been 
aggressive anywhere. Ajit 
Dada has continued to do 
his work peacefully during 
this period. Dada’s work is 
appealing to the people,” 

Ajit Pawar-led NCP MLA 
Amol Mitkari said. 

However, Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis dismissed any 
possibility of change in the 
Prime Minister’s leadership, 
reacting to the statement 
made by senior Congress 
leader and Maharashtra 
CM Prithviraj Chavan’s 
statement a couple of days 
ago. 
“Modi’s health is excel-

lent. Even a 40-year-old 
would be ashamed to com-
pare himself with Modi’s 
health. Prithviraj Baba has 
such dreams, but remem-
ber one thing–our country’s 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is doing an excellent 
job. The country has 
immense love for him. 

(Gns).  
Kerala Chief Minister 

Pinarayi Vijayan on Friday 
came down heavily on the 
Congress leadership for 
shielding Palakkad MLA 
Rahul Mamkootathil for 
long despite being aware of 
his perverted behavior. 

Addressing the media in 
Kochi on Friday , Pinarayi 
Vijayan said that the police 
are taking effective steps to 
find Rahul Mamkoothil, 
who has been absconding 
for the past nine days in 
connection with sexual 
harassment cases. 
“Some have adopted 

measures to protect this 
accused and help him 
escape. There are even 
reports suggesting the 

places where he is hiding, 
including that he is in 
Karnataka. We need to 
doubt whether these steps 

are being taken purposely 
to protect him. Those 
Congress leaders who are 

shielding the legislator 
should stop doing so, as he 
has been hiding and avoid-
ing arrest with their sup-

port,” CM Vijayan said. 
Stating that Rahul 

Mangkootathil’s actions 

were shocking to the 
human conscience, 
Pinarayi Vijayan said those 
were not the actions of a 
healthy mind, but of some-
one with a severe sexual 
perversion.He asked 
whether such actions were 
appropriate for a public ser-
vant . “Shouldn’t such a 
public servant have been 
removed from the party at 
the very moment the alle-
gations were made? ,” he 
asked. 

He also claimed that the 
Congress leadership had 
prior knowledge of the alle-
gations. “These are not 
new. It is said that the lead-
ership was aware of the 
information related to this 
earlier “ he said 

(Gns).  
The Himachal Pradesh 

Assembly has decided to 
refer the proposed amend-
ment of the provisions of 
section 118 of the Himachal 
Pradesh Tenancy and Land 
Reforms Act, 1972, to a 
select committee for 
detailed consideration. 

On the final day of the 
winter session held at 
Dharamshala on Friday, 
after discussion, the House 
agreed to send the bill to 
the committee. Revenue 
Minister Jagat Singh Negi 
presented the bill for dis-
cussion. Speaking on its 
provisions, the minister 
clarified that the govern-
ment is not weakening 
Section 118 of the 
Himachal Pradesh Land 

Reforms Act. 
BJP legislator Randhir 

Sharma had urged the 
House to refer the amend-
ment bill to the select com-
mittee for scrutiny. 

He stated that any 

changes in section 118 will 
not be in the interest of the 
people of the state. 

He further said that 
Section 118 exists to safe-

guard the interests of the 
people of Himachal 
Pradesh by preventing out-
siders from purchasing 
land in the state. 
“Weakening this provision, 
even in the name of attract-

ing investment, could have 
serious long-term conse-
quences. Therefore, this 
amendment bill should be 
withdrawn,” said Sharma, 

adding that if the govern-
ment is unwilling to with-
draw it, the proposed 
changes must at least 
undergo careful scrutiny by 
the Assembly’s Select 
Committee. 

The opposition had 
been questioning the intent 
of the amendment when it 
was tabled in the House. 

Participating in the dis-
cussion, Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
accepted the request and 
asked Assembly Speaker 
Kuldeep Singh Pathania to 
constitute a select commit-
tee to deliberate on the bill. 

The Speaker directed 
that the committee include 
members from both the rul-
ing party and the opposition. 

 Select committee to review proposed 

changes to Himachal Pradesh Tenancy Act

 Kerala CM Vijyan accuses Cong of 

shielding Rahul Mamkootathil MLA

 NCP MLA Amol Mitkari says ‘Ajit 

Era’ will begin In Maharashtra

(Gns).  
Union Home and 

Cooperation Minister Amit 
Shah on Friday said that 
the Rural Cooperative 
Banks are strengthening 
the economy of rural India 
and ensuring economic 
progress of the country’s 
villages. 

He said that to make the 
rural banks and financial 
institutions modern, fast, 
secure, and competitive, 
the ‘Sahkar Sarathi Private 
Limited (SSPL)’ and its 14 
new services and products 
have been launched. 

According to Shah, 
these initiatives will make 
cooperative banking fast, 
secure, transparent, tech-
nology-enabled, and con-

sumer-centric, and will 
enable them to provide 
quality services compara-
ble to commercial banks. 

Additionally, facilities 
such as paperless loan 
systems, easy verification 
through the e-KKC portal, 
and real-time complaint 

resolution will also be avail-
able, the cooperation min-
ister added. 

Shah on Friday 

addressed NABARD’s 
Earth Summit in Gujarat’s 
Gandhinagar, calling it the 
country’s first platform of its 
kind, where the power of 

cooperatives, financial 
understanding, technologi-
cal innovation, and grass-
roots experiences will be 
put together to provide a 
global platform for rural 
innovation. 

He informed that the 
summit, which will be for 
two days, will feature delib-
erations on various topics 
such as investment, 
empowerment of women’s 
cooperative societies, inno-
vation, fintech, and rural 
bio-economy. 

Shah has also said that 
in the times to come, coop-
erative insurance is going 
to be introduced, be it 
health insurance, life insur-
ance, agriculture insurance, 
or accident insurance. 

 Rural cooperative banks strength-

ening economy of rural India: Shah
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Despite major advance-

ments in the road infratech 
sector, road congestion, 
safety concerns, climate 
resilience, and technologi-
cal integration remain key 
challenges. India needs to 
work on finding and devel-
oping innovative solutions, 
best practices, and policies 
to transform its roads for 
the future. Despite major 
advances in the road infrat-
ech sector, the country still 
stands at the crossroads of 
safety, sustainability, and 
innovation. 

We must therefore reaf-
firm our commitment to 
building safe, efficient, and 
sustainable roads. Every 
year, over 1.7 lakh lives are 
lost on Indian roads, a cri-
sis that demands urgent 
intervention. While global 
road fatalities have 
declined by 5 per cent, 
India has seen a 10 per 
cent rise, underscoring the 
need for technology-driven, 
policy-backed, and infra-
structure-led interventions. 
As India progresses 
towards becoming a $5 tril-
lion economy, infrastructure 
plays a pivotal role in 

enabling economic growth, 
connectivity, and road safe-
ty. For smar t and sustain-
able infrastructure develop-
ment, green highways and 
resilient road designs are 
ne e de d with help of cli-
mate-adaptive materials 
and low-carbon technolo-
gies. Circular economy 
principles include promo-
tion of Reduce, Recycle, 
and Reuse in road con-
struction for sustainability. 

For technology- driv-
en road infrastructure, 
Intelligent Transport 
Systems (ITS) are need-
ed to enhance efficiency 
with AI-based traffic man-
agement, IoT-enabled road 
monitoring, and digital 
twins. Integration of EV-
ready corridors and charg-
ing infrastructure to support 
sustainable mobility is also 
necessary. For ensuring 
safety infrastructure, imple-
mentation of automated 
enforcement systems, 
smart road markings, and 
connected vehicles is vital. 
Safe Driving Scores (SDS) 
and behavioral monitoring, 
as well as leveraging data-
driven insights to improve 
driver safety are also 

important. India needs 
stronger collaborations 
between policymakers, 
industry, and academia to 
develop a sustainable and 
safe roads ecosystem. 

Public-Private Partnerships 
(PPPs) and policy incen-
tives must be leveraged for 
large-scale infrastructure 
modernization. 

Global best practices, 
emerging technologies, 
and data-driven insights 
must guide future infra-
structure planning. The 
country needs a holistic 
approach to road safety, 
combining the latest tech-
nological advancements 
with innovative practices to 
create safer roads for 
everyone. By prioritizing 

safety in every aspect of 
road design, construction, 
and management, this 
theme seeks to move 
towards a future where 
road accidents become a 

rarity, ultimately aiming for 
zero fatalities. Road safety 
experts have stressed on 
the need of embedding 
road safety features at the 
stage of planning and 
designing of roads and 
ensuring its implementation 
by road infrastructure com-
panies for making safer 
and better roads in the 
country. Globally, road acci-
dents account for 1.3 mil-
lion deaths and 50 million 
injuries, with many living 
their lives with permanent 
disabilities. Of this, India’s 

contribution to the fatalities 
is about 12 per cent. 

To reduce fatal road 
accidents in India, engi-
neers need to design roads 
that address the needs of 
all and guide driver 
behaviour. Steps need to 
be taken to improve safe-
ty of roads infrastructure 
for both new and existing 
roads, both in residential 
areas and on highways. 
With 90 per cent of casu-
alties occurring in devel-
oping countries, road 
crashes are the leading 
cause of death around 
the world for children and 
young people between 15 

and 29 years of age. The 
best solution to reduce fatal 
road accidents is to devel-
op safer roads with at least 
3-5 star safety rating, as 
research has shown that a 
person’s risk of death or 
serious injury is approxi-
mately halved for each 
incremental star rating. 
What India needs is a Road 
safety vaccine similar to the 
Covid-19 vaccine. This 
road accident vaccine 
should include tougher 
licensing norms, star rating 
for drivers and stricter elec-

tronic enforcement. The 
country needs infrastruc-
ture safety star ratings to 
be published, so that the 
community better under-
stands the safety of our 
roads. 

Just like the safety rat-
ings of cars, India needs to 
know the safety ratings of 
the roads the public drives 
on. The International Road 
Federation (IRF) as part of 
its effort to reduce fatal 
road accidents in the coun-
try has taken up safe road 
construction projects in 
seven states including 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 
and Karnataka. These 
roads will be the safest 
roads in the country with 
minimum accidents and 
almost no road fatality; the 
most desirable design stan-
dards are being selected 
and implemented. The 5E’s 
of safe road operation 
including Engineering, 
Enforcement, 
Encouragement, Education 
and Emergency care are b 
eing fully carrie d out while 
construction of the high-
ways is in full swing. 

The newest diplomatic push to end the war in Ukraine 
exposes a paradox at the heart of the current moment: 
negotiations are speeding up, yet the road to an actual 
settlement remains strewn with obstacles that neither 
side appears ready to clear. Five hours of talks in 
Moscow between Russia’s president and the US presi-
dent’s special envoy produced polite signals of progress, 
yet no movement on the core issues that matter. 

Both Kyiv and Moscow continue to speak of opportu-
nities for peace, but neither side is prepared to concede 
the fundamentals that could make any agreement work-
able. Russia enters these discussions with a mixture of 
confidence and grievance. Buoyed by incremental gains 
on the battlefield, the Kremlin has tightened rather than 
relaxed its terms. Its demand that Ukraine surrender ter-
ritory it still controls is not merely a bargaining posture ~ 
it is presented as proof of strategic inevitability. The 
Russian leadership has also resurrected a familiar narra-
tive about Europe’s supposed illusions of defeating 
Russia, coupling it with a theatrical declaration of readi-
ness should the continent “choose” war. This is less a 
threat than an attempt to frame Russia as the aggrieved 
power forced into confrontation, a story Moscow has 
leaned on since 2014. 

Ukraine, for its part, is trapped between the suffering 
of a prolonged war and the dangers of a premature 
peace. Kyiv cannot afford a settlement that effectively 
green-lights future attacks, nor can it agree to a territorial 
carve-up after thousands of lives have been lost resisting 
exactly that. President Zelenskyy has said as much, not-
ing that there are “no simple solutions”. His government 
insists that any peace deal must include credible security 
guarantees ~ above all, protection from another invasion 
a year or two down the line. Without that, a ceasefire 
becomes little more than a pause before the next assault. 
Complicating matters further is a growing divergence 
between Washington’s urgency and Europe’s caution. 

The United States is pressing hard for a deal, refining 
a plan initially viewed as tilted toward Russia and trying 
to balance incompatible demands. European capitals, 
alarmed by the first version of that plan, are inserting 
their own revisions and reminding Washington that 
Ukraine’s security is not a negotiable commodity. The 
result is a diplomatic process that has widened rather 
than narrowed the field of disagreements. For now, both 
sides continue to fight even as they negotiate. Claims 
and counter-claims of battlefield advances underscore 
the reality that neither Moscow nor Kyiv believes the mil-
itary balance has decisively shifted. And until one side 
concludes that the cost of war outweighs the political 
price of compromise, negotiations will remain a theatre 
for posturing rather than transformation. The push for 
peace is real. So are the obstacles. What is missing is 
not diplomacy but alignment: a moment when the inter-
ests of all major actors converge sufficiently to allow a 
deal that does not collapse under its contradictions. That 
moment may not yet have arrived. 

Tentative Calm

Editorial  Safer roads a vital concern for India

 
A new study examining 

75 years of constitutional 
bench verdicts has opened 
an uncomfortable but nec-
essary conversation: 
India’s highest court, even 
while expanding constitu-
tional protections for Dalits, 
has often spoken in ways 
that perpetuate the very 
hierarchies it seeks to dis-
mantle. It is a paradox that 
sits at the heart of India’s 
democratic journey ~ pro-
gressive outcomes 
expressed through regres-

sive vocabulary, and justice 
articulated in idioms that 
still carry the scent of caste. 

The University of 
Melbourne-funded study, 
conducted in partnership 
with the Court itself, does 
not accuse judges of mal-
ice. Instead, it exposes an 
institutional blind spot 
shaped by decades of limit-
ed diversity on the bench. 
With only a handful of Dalit 
judges serving in the 
Court’s history, the judicial 
imagination has been over-
whelmingly shaped by 

those who have never lived 
the experience of caste dis-
crimination. In such a land-
scape, metaphors and 
analogies that appear 
harmless to those drafting 
judgments can carry pro-
found insult for those whom 

the judgments concern. 
The findings are sobering. 
Caste oppression is likened 
to disability. Dalit communi-
ties compared to “ordinary 
horses” in contrast to “race 
horses.” Poverty and mar-
ginalisation are portrayed 

as personal shortcomings 
that can be overcome 
through diligence and edu-
cation rather than as the 
outcome of centuries of 
exclusion. At times, even 
the origins of caste have 
been sanitised into a 

benign division of labour ~ 
an astonishing misreading 
of one of the world’s most 
entrenched systems of 
social control. Language 
matters because it shapes 
the boundaries of empathy. 
When judicial prose nor-

malises stereotypes, it sub-
tly limits the judiciary’s 
capacity to fully compre-
hend the structural nature 
of caste. Courts do not 
merely interpret the 
Constitution; they model 
how society talks about 

equality. 
Their 

words per-
meate class-
rooms, argu-
ments in 
courtrooms, 
and public 
discourse. A 
stray analo-
gy can travel 
further than 
the judgment 
it accompa-
nies. There 
are, however, 
signs of insti-
tutional 
awakening. 

Recent efforts to review 
discriminatory practices in 
prisons and to issue hand-
books discouraging gen-
der-stereotyped language 
show that the Court recog-
nises how outdated vocab-
ulary can distort legal rea-

soning. Yet the caste study 
makes clear that reform 
cannot rely on voluntary 
sensitivity alone. Genuine 
change requires expanding 
the spectrum of experience 
within the judiciary itself. 
Without diverse voices at 
the table, the Court risks 
repeating the same linguis-
tic lapses that this study 
now documents with preci-
sion. India’s constitutional 
promise rests not only on 
what judges decide but 
also on how they choose to 
articulate those decisions. 
A judiciary that speaks in a 
vocabulary sensitive to dig-
nity strengthens public trust 
and enhances the moral 
weight of its rulings. By 
confronting the biases 
embedded in its own lan-
guage, the Court has taken 
a significant first step. What 
follows should be a sus-
tained commitment to intro-
spection, representation, 
and the recognition that 
justice demands not only 
sound principles, but also 
words that honour those 
they seek to protect. 

 Judging Language

The traditional visa 
application process has 
long been a patchwork of 
manual checks, document 
submissions, and in-person 
verifications. Today, AI-dri-
ven document recognition, 
biometric authentication, 
and predictive analytics are 
streamlining these work-
flows to unprecedented lev-
els. Optical Character 
Recognition (OCR) paired 
with machine learning can 
now extract and verify data 
from passports and sup-
porting documents in sec-
onds, while computer 
vision systems detect 
anomalies or potential tam-
pering far more accurately 
than the human eye. 

When trust is embedded 
into every interaction, 
transparency is evident at 
every step, and innovation 
is applied with empathy — 
borders transform from bar-
riers into gateways, 
enabling opportunity, 
understanding, and shared 
progress for all. 

VFS Global does not 
work in association with 
any third-party entity for 
appointment allocation. 
Applicants are advised to 
beware of scammers and 
fraudulent entities who 
claim to be associated with 
the organisation in any 
capacity or pose as VFS 
Global. 

In today’s world of grow-
ing global mobility, seam-
less travel begins long 
before a flight takes off — 
with visa processing, verifi-
cation, and data security. 
As a trusted partner to its 
client governments world-
wide, VFS Global contin-
ues to set industry bench-
marks by combining tech-
nology, transparency, and 
trust to simplify global trav-
el. 

Crucially, this is not just 
about speed; it is about 
security and adaptability. 
Automated risk-scoring 
models can adjust in real 
time based on emerging 

geopolitical risks or sudden 
spikes in application vol-
umes. For governments, 
this means better control 
and oversight; for appli-
cants, it translates into 
faster, more transparent 
outcomes. 

With secure digital sys-
tems, AI-enabled assis-
tance, and biometric verifi-
cation, VFS Global ensures 
a smooth and reliable 
experience for millions of 
applicants each year. Its 
traveller-first innovations — 
from real-time application 
tracking to Visa At Your 
Doorstep (VAYD) — reflect 
the company’s commitment 
to convenience, security, 
and accessibility. In India, 
VAYD bookings grew six-
fold compared to 2019, 
underscoring the service’s 
growing popularity across 
tier II and III cities. 

As India witnesses a 
sharp rise in outbound trav-
el — up 11% in 2024 — 
VFS Global continues to 
reinforce confidence 
among travellers and gov-
ernments alike through 
secure, transparent, and 
ethical processes. The 
company’s extensive 
Value-Added Services — 
such as premium lounges, 
courier delivery, and digital 
uploads — further enhance 
comfort while maintaining 
compliance. 

VFS Global also plays a 
crucial role in safeguarding 
applicants against visa 
fraud. It reiterates that visa 
appointments are free of 
cost and can only be 
booked via its official web-
site (www.vfsglobal.com 

) or partner government 

portals. The organisation 
has no association with 
third parties selling appoint-
ments or offering “priority 
access.” Applicants are 
urged to stay vigilant and 
report suspicious activity 
through the official anti-

fraud portal at 
https://www.vfsglobal.com/
en/donotfallforfraud/ 

. 
Emerging solutions 

such as blockchain-based 
verification, digital travel 
credentials, and predictive 
AI hold the potential to 
make cross-border move-
ment even more seamless. 
Their success, however, 
will depend on embedding 
traveller-first principles — 
giving individuals greater 
control over their personal 
data, ensuring transparen-
cy at every stage, and 
designing processes that 
adapt to diverse needs and 
circumstances. 

Free movement is ulti-
mately more than a logisti-
cal exercise; it is a relation-
ship between nations and 
the people they welcome. 
As a trusted partner to gov-
ernments worldwide, VFS 
Global is committed to 
advancing innovations that 
enhance security, improve 
efficiency, and empower 
travellers. From services 
like VAYD to a growing 
portfolio of value-added 
options, the company’s 
focus remains on solutions 
that make travel smoother 
and more inclusive. 

By integrating innova-
tion with empathy, VFS 
Global continues to rede-
fine what it means to travel 
freely — turning borders 

into gateways of opportuni-
ty, trust, and shared 
progress. 

Let us be absolutely 
clear: No foreign govern-
ments or government-
authorised administrative 
service providers sell visas 
or visa appointments. No 
third-party entity can guar-
antee you a visa.

VFS Global: Redefining Travel Through 
Trust, Technology, and Transparency

Apurva Agnihotri has 
officially stepped into COL-
ORS’ 'Seher Hone Ko Hai' 
as Dr. Farid with a dignified 
presence that fuels one of 
the show’s biggest twists. 
With Mahhi Vij as Kausar 
and Rishita Kothari as 
Seher, the show is a moth-
er-daughter saga that has 
gripped the audiences since 
its premiere. Set in the heart 
of Lucknow, the drama fol-
lows Kausar’s relentless 
fight to give her sixteen-
year-old daughter the edu-
cation and autonomy she 
herself was denied, even as 
her husband Parvez, an 
uncaring patriarch, attempts 
to force Seher into marriage 
with Mahid (Parth 
Samthaan), the heir of the 
powerful Mufti family. 
Caught in this storm is 
Mahid, nursing wounds of 
his own and seeking solace 
and answers from Dr. Farid, 
a healer, who is in need of 
healing himself. In a candid 
chat, Apurva Agnihotri 
reflects on essaying this lay-
ered role, the emotional 
complexity he brings to Dr. 
Farid, and the mystery that 
continues to bind his char-
acter to Kausar.  

1. Tell us about the 
show.  

A.   Seher Hone Ko Hai 
follows the journey of a 
mother and daughter trying 
to break a cycle of oppres-
sion and patriarchy that has 
shadowed their family for 
generations. Kausar brings 
her sixteen-year-old daugh-
ter, Seher, to Lucknow 

because she wants her to 
have the freedom and edu-
cation, she herself never got 
the chance to fight for. But 
Seher’s father, Parvez, 
strongly opposes it. He’s 
intent on getting her married 
to Mahid from the influential 
Mufti family. As Seher grad-
ually understands what it 
means to stand up for her 
own dreams, 
Mahid enters her 
world, a young 
man expected to 
carry forward his 
grandfather’s 
legacy as a reli-
gious leader. 
From the outside 
he seems privi-
leged, almost 
perfect, but he 
carries emotional wounds 
no one sees. While Mahid 
seeks treatment from my 
character, Dr Farid, fate 
slowly nudges Seher and 
Mahid toward each other. 
And the hidden connection 
between Dr Farid and 
Kausar becomes the show’s 
biggest mystery. Amid all 
this, the mother and daugh-
ter spark an unexpected 
rebellion, leaving viewers to 
wonder whether they can 
truly break free from the 
cage of patriarchy. And with 
its scale, emotions, and sto-
rytelling, Seher Hone Ko 
Hai unfolds in a way that 
feels larger than life. 

2. Tell us what attract-
ed you to your role? 

A. What attracted me 
instantly was the duality of 
Dr Farid. On the outside, 

he’s a respected doctor, a 
man everyone turns to for 
help. But inside, he’s a 
father still figuring out how 
to emotionally reach his 
adopted daughter, Amal. 
Then Mahid walks into his 
life as a patient, and sud-
denly there’s this unexpect-
ed bond forming between 
them. Add to that the unex-

plored history he 
shares with 
Kausar, and Farid 
becomes a man 
constantly pulled 
between logic and 
old, buried emo-
tions. As a father 
myself, I instantly 
connected to him. 
I’m a girl dad, so I 
understand what it 

means to want to protect, 
guide, and still learn every 
day. Bringing my experi-
ence as a father into this 
show has been incredibly 
special.   

3. How did you prep 
for this show? 

A. I really wanted to 
get this right, so I started by 
reading up on basic neurol-
ogy and some psychiatric 
frameworks just to under-
stand how someone like 
Farid thinks, observes, and 
holds space for other peo-
ple while keeping his own 
storms tucked away. I even 
went through a few real 
case studies to understand 
the emotional fatigue and 
discipline that come with 
this profession. And of 
course, I worked a lot on my 
Urdu because Farid comes 

from a world of calmness 
and tehzeeb, and that must 
come through in the way he 
speaks. What honestly sur-
prised me was how the 
character slowly started 
slipping into my real life. I 
caught myself calling my 
mother ammi, waking up to 
the sound of azaan without 
even setting an alarm, and 
even started calling my own 
daughter by my reel daugh-
ter name Amal at home. 
From calling my mother 
ammi to waking up to the 
azaan - Fahid slowly slipped 
into my life. These tiny shifts 
made Farid feel real to me. 

4. How is this show 
different from earlier 
Muslim-backdrop shows on 
TV? 

A. For me, the cultural 
backdrop is secondary to 
the story. What truly stands 
out here is the core emotion, 
a mother and daughter 
fighting generations of patri-
archy so one dream doesn’t 
have to die just because the 
previous one did. This isn’t 
about stereotypes or com-
munity labels. It’s about 
freedom, choices, and the 
courage to rewrite your des-
tiny.  

5. Since the narrative 
revolves around traditions 
and religious nuances, how 
did you ensure nothing 
comes across as insensitive 
or misrepresented? 

A. Right from day one, 
sensitivity was non-nego-
tiable for the makers. Every 
detail, language, rituals, 
relationships, was 

approached with care, 
research, and constant dis-
cussion with people who 
understand this world 
deeply. For me, the biggest 
rule was simple: treat every 
character as human first. 
When you work from empa-
thy instead of assumptions, 
respect follows naturally. 
And I’ve been very con-
scious about making sure 
nothing feels exaggerated 
or misrepresented. 

6. How did you feel 
comfortable embracing a 
narrative set in a different 
cultural and religious world 
from your own? 

A. Honestly, labels 
never mattered to me. What 
mattered was the story. This 
world has been created with 
so much respect and care 
that it never felt like I was 
stepping into something 
unfamiliar. At its core, it’s 
about very universal things, 
a mother’s courage, a 
daughter’s hope, a young 
man’s inner conflict, and a 
doctor who tries to hold 
everyone’s broken pieces 
together.   

7. What are your 
thoughts about the hatred 
around Muslim community? 

A. I’d prefer not to 
speak about hatred toward 
any particular community. 
That’s not what Seher Hone 
Ko Hai stands for. Our story 
isn’t built on labels or identi-
ties; it’s built on people. It’s 
about a family, their strug-
gles, their dreams, and the 
choices that define them.

“From calling my mother ‘ammi’ to waking up to the azaan - Fahid slowly 

slipped into my life”, says Apurva Agnihotri from COLORS ‘Seher Hone Ko Hai’
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(Gns).  
Samajwadi Party (SP) 

National President Akhilesh 
Yadav has alleged that the 
BJP government is harass-
ing the poor and the needy 
in the name of tackling infil-
tration in Uttar Pradesh and 
other parts of the country. 
“There is no justification 

for investigating infiltrators 
in Lucknow; there are no 
infiltrators here. Besides, 
by what authority are BJP 
leaders and their associ-
ates conducting this inves-
tigation? If there are infiltra-
tors, what were the Prime 
Minister, Home Minister, 
and Defence Minister doing 
all this time? Poor people 
are being insulted and tor-
mented,” he alleged. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Gosaiganj, Lucknow, on 
Friday, Akhilesh Yadav said 
that the public will decisive-
ly defeat the BJP in the 
upcoming elections. He 
claimed that people have 
now fully made up their 
minds to “defeat the BJP 

and give the country a new 
direction.” 

The SP president also 
raised questions about the 
list of farmers released in 
Bihar and the process of 
obtaining Aadhaar cards 

and other documents. He 
asked what action was 
taken against the con-
cerned officials if any docu-
ments were found to be 
fake. He alleged that the 
BJP is creating fear among 
the public to divert attention 
from real issues. 

He also attacked what 

he called a massive scam 
involving codeine-based 
cough syrup. He stated that 
a major scandal has come 
to light in Varanasi and sev-
eral other states. “Initially, it 
was estimated to be worth 
₹100 crore, but now it 
could be more than ₹200 
crore. Police, administra-
tion, and BJP people are 
involved in this illegal 
business,” he claimed. 

Akhilesh Yadav said 
that many luxury cars 
were distributed as part 
of this illegal trade, but 
showroom owners are 
concealing information 
about who received 
these vehicles. “Cars 
were distributed on a 

large scale in Varanasi and 
Jaunpur,” he said. 

Taking a dig at the BJP 
government’s bulldozer 
action, the SP president 
said that earlier the bulldoz-
er was portrayed as a sym-
bol of justice, but now it is 
nowhere to be seen. 

(Gns).  
Showcasing soldier-dri-

ven innovation and indige-
nous problem-solving, the 
Indian Army on Friday held 
its annual Idea & 
Innovation Competition and 
Seminar, Inno-Yoddha 
2025, at the 
Manekshaw Centre in 
the national capital. 

Conducted in the 
presence of Vice Chief 
of the Army Staff 
Lieutenant General 
Pushpendra Pal Singh, 
the flagship event high-
lighted a record 89 in-
house innovations, of 
which 32 cutting-edge 
solutions were selected 
to strengthen the 
Army’s combat, logis-
tics, and training capa-
bilities. 

The seminar saw a 
record 89 innovations sub-
mitted from across various 

arms and services. After 
rigorous evaluation, 32 
innovations were selected 
for further development 
and were felicitated by the 
VCOAS. These innovations 
will now be refined, 

upscaled and prepared for 
field deployment by the 
Indian Army. Relevant IPRs 
will be filed, and upon suc-

cessful ruggedisation, tech-
nologies may be trans-
ferred to industry for mass 
production, thereby 
strengthening the Indian 
Army’s commitment to 
Atmanirbhar Bharat and the 

growth of an indige-
nous design, develop-
ment and manufactur-
ing ecosystem. 

Lieutenant General 
Pushpendra Pal Singh, 
VCOAS, interacted 
with the innovators and 
commended the sol-
dier-driven nature of 
their contributions. He 
observed that soldiers 
on the ground under-
stand battlefield chal-
lenges better than any-
one else, and these 
innovations reflect their 

unparalleled field experi-
ence, technical proficiency 
and imaginative problem-
solving. 

 Indian Army showcases 89 soldier-dri-

ven innovations at Inno-Yoddha 2025

 BJP harassing poor in the name of 

infiltration, alleges Akhilesh Yadav

Mumbai, 05th December, 
2025 

For the convenience of 
passengers and with a view 
to meet the travel demand, 
Western Railway will run 
four special trains on spe-
cial fare between Mumbai 
Central – Bhiwani, Mumbai 
Central – Shakur Basti, 
Bandra Terminus – 
Durgapura  & Valsad – 
Bilaspur stations. 

According to a press 
release issued by Chief 
Public Relations Officer of 
Western Railway, Shri 
Vineet Abhishek, the details 
of these trains are as under: 

1.    Train No. 
09001/09002 Mumbai 
Central – Bhiwani Superfast 
(Bi-Weekly) Special [14 
Trips] 

Train No. 09001 Mumbai 
Central – Bhiwani Superfast 
Special will depart from 

Mumbai Central every 
Tuesday and Friday at 
10:30 hrs and will reach 
Bhiwani at 13:00 hrs, the 
next day. This train will run 
from 09th December to 30th 
December, 2025. Similarly, 
Train No. 09002 Bhiwani – 
Mumbai Central Superfast 
Special will depart from 
Bhiwani every Wednesday 
and Saturday at 14:35 hrs 
and will arrive Mumbai 
Central at 16:30 hrs, the 
next day. This train will run 
from 10th December, to 
31st December, 2025. 

Enroute this train will halt 
at Borivali, Palghar, Vapi, 
Valsad, Surat, Bharuch, 
Vadodara, Ratlam, 
Mandasor, Nimach, 
Chittaurgarh, Bhilwara, 
Bijainagar, Nasirabad, 
Ajmer, Kishangarh, Jaipur, 
Gandhi Nagar Jaipur, 
Bandikui, Alwar, Rewari, 

Kosli and Charkhi Dadri sta-
tions in both directions. 

This train comprises of 
AC - 3 Tier, Sleeper Class 
and General Second Class 
Coaches.  

2.    Train No. 
09003/09004 Mumbai 
Central – Shakur Basti 
Superfast Special [32 Trips] 

Train No. 09003 Mumbai 
Central – Shakur Basti 
Special will depart from 
Mumbai Central all days, 
except Tuesday and Friday 
at 10:30 hrs and will reach 
Shakur Basti at 08:00 hrs, 
the next day. This train will 
run from 08th December to 
29th December, 2025. 
Similarly, Train No. 09004 
Shakur Basti – Mumbai 
Central Special will depart 
from Shakur Basti all days, 
except Wednesday and 
Saturday at 10:15 hrs and 
will arrive Mumbai Central 

(Gns).  
With the lighting of 

‘deepam’ atop the 
Thiruparankundram hillock 
above the Subramania 
Swamy temple turning into 
a judiciary versus executive 
issue, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has got a 
breather as the two con-
tempt petitions before the 
Madurai Bench of Madras 
High Court being deferred 
to next week, and the 
Supreme Court agreeing 
to examine the plea chal-
lenging the High Court 
quashing the prohibitory 
orders clamped by Madurai 
district collector. 

Madurai collector K J 
Praveen Kumar and 
Commissioner of Police J 
Loganathan face contempt 
proceedings before the 
High Court for defying its 
orders. 

The crisis has its gene-

sis in Justice GR 
Swaminathan passing an 
order on December 1, on a 
petition filed by one Rama 
Ravikumar, directing the 
temple authorities to make 
arrangement on 
(Wednesday) December 3, 

for lighting of the deepam at 
the stone pillar, also said to 
be a British era survey 
marker. 

Earlier, the Judge had 
visited the stone pillar in the 
vicinity of the 14th century 
dargah. On December 3, 
deepam was lit on the pillar 
at Uchi Pillayar (Vinayaga) 
temple and Hindu activists 
were prevented from pro-
ceeding to the hill top and in 

the mele, two policemen 
were injured. 

When the petitioner 
approached with a con-
tempt petition, the Judge 
allowed the petitioner to 
light the deepam along with 
10 others and directed the 
CISF to provide security. 

However, with the 
Madurai District Collector, 
KJ Praveen Kumar, promul-
gating prohibitory orders, 
the Commissioner of Police 
foiled the attempt. And on 
Thursday, a Division Bench 
dismissed the petition chal-
lenging the single judge’s 
order. 

Then, Justice 
Swaminathan, quashing the 
prohibitory orders, directed 
the petitioner and 10 others 
to light the deepam that 
evening itself with police 
protection. However, police 
denied permission citing 
law and order problems.

WESTERN RAILWAY TO RUN 

FOUR PAIRS OF SPECIAL TRAINS

 TN gets breather in row over lighting 

‘deepam’ atop Thiruparankundram hillock
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(Gns).  
Raising concern over 

the inhumane working con-
ditions of quick commerce 
delivery agents, AAP Rajya 
Sabha MP Raghav Chadha 
on Friday demanded a ban 
on 10-minute delivery serv-
ices. 

Speaking in Rajya 
Sabha during the Winter 
Session of Parliament, he 
flagged the issues faced by 
delivery agents of quick 
commerce and instant 
commerce comapnies like 
Zomato, Swiggy and Blinkit. 
“In official language, they 

are called gig workers, but I 
refer to them as the invisi-
ble wheels of the Indian 
economy,” the AAP leader 
said. 
“These quick-commerce 

and instant-commerce 
companies have reached 
billion-dollar valuations rid-
ing on the shoulders of this 
silent workforce. Yet the 
condition of these gig work-
ers is worse than that of 
daily-wage labourers,” he 
noted. 

Sharing the everyday 
struggles of delivery agents, 
the AAP MP raised three 
key issues: the oppression 
of speed and delivery time 
— the dangerous trend of 
“10-minute delivery; the fear 
of cutomer harassment; 
and dangerous working 
conditions”. 

“At a red light, a delivery 
worker is constantly wor-
ried that if he gets delayed, 
his ratings will fall, his 

incentives will be cut, or the 
company may block his ID. 
So, in order to deliver with-
in 10 minutes, he over-
speeds, jumps signals, and 
puts his life at risk,” he stat-
ed. 

He further highlighted 
that when an order is 5–7 
minutes late, the customer 
often calls and scolds the 
delivery boys, threatens to 
complain, and then gives 
them a one-star rating. 
“And that one-star rating 

ruins their entire month’s 
performance and earnings,” 
he noted. 

Raising the issue of the 
dangerous working condi-
tions, Chaddha said that 

these gig workers work 
long shifts of 13–14 hours a 
hours, whether in heat, cold, 
rain, fog, or pollution. 

“They work without any 
protective gear, or special 
incentives. Their working 
conditions are worse than 
the workers inside factories. 
They neither get perma-
nent employment, nor 
humane working conditions, 
nor accident insurance. Yet 
they hide their pain, deliver 
our order, and smile while 
saying, “Sir, please give me 
5-star rating,” he added. 

Urging the House and 
the Government to think 
about these gig workers, 
Chadha demanded that the 
10-minute delivery must be 
banned. 
“If we expect our food to 

reach us in 10 minutes, 

then we can also expect 
this House to think about 
their well-being,” he con-
cluded.

(Gns).  
Samajwadi Party leader 

Mohammad Azam Khan’s 
son, Abdullah Azam, was 
sentenced to seven years 
in prison and a fine of Rs 
50,000 by the Special MP-
MLA Court here on Friday 
after being convicted in the 
fake passport case. 

Abdullah, who is in 
Rampur jail along with his 
father, Azam Khan, 
appeared in court via video 
conferencing. 

The judgement was 
passed by Special Judge 
Shobhit Bansal of the MP-
MLA court. This is 
Abdullah’s third sentence 

for forging his date 
of birth. In this 
case, Abdullah 
was the only 
accused. 

Eighteen days 
ago, father and 
son, Azam and 
Abdullah, were 
sentenced to 
seven years in 

prison each in the fake PAN 
card case. Both have been 
kept in Rampur jail since 
November 17. 

Azam Khan, his wife 
Tanzeen, and Abdullah 
were sentenced to seven 
years each in the birth cer-
tificate case two years ago, 
in 2023. Azam Khan was 
released on bail on 
September 23 after 23 
months in jail. Just 55 days 
later, he was sentenced 
again and sent back to jail. 

The fake passport case 
dates back to 2019. 

Rampur BJP leader 
Akash Saxena, now a BJP 

MLA, filed an FIR at the 
Civil Lines police station. In 
the FIR, he stated, 
“Abdullah Azam fraudulently 
obtained and used two sep-
arate passports using 
forged documents. One 
passport shows his date of 
birth as January 1, 1993, 
which is correct according 
to his education records. 
The other passport shows 
1990, which is fake.” 

Prosecution lawyer 
Swadesh Kumar Sharma 
stated that ”the court held 
Abdullah guilty under 
Crime Number 594/2019”. 

Abdullah Azam has 
been sentenced and fined 
under sections 420, 467, 
468, and 471 of the Indian 
Penal Code. Under section 
420, he received 3 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 
Rs 10,000; under section 
467, 7 years imprisonment 
and a fine of Rs 20,000; 
under section 468, 3 years 
imprisonment and a fine of 

(Gns).  
Recognising email as 

an important mode of offi-
cial communication, the 
government is upgrading 
the legacy email system to 
a cloud based, secure and 
scalable system. 

This upgrade is being 
carried out through M/s 
Zoho Corporation Ltd, a 
reputed Indian software 

service provider, selected 
through an open competi-
tive process, Minister of 
State for Electronics and 
Information Technology 
Jitin Prasada informed the 
Rajya Sabha. 

This model ensures 
timely upgrades, quick 
scaling up, seamless 
migration of existing 
accounts, and the integra-

tion of modern office pro-
ductivity tools—such as 
word processors, spread-
sheets, and presentation 
software with email service. 

The security architec-
ture of the e-mail platform 
has been defined rigorous-
ly to protect critical govern-
ment data. The solution 
mandates that all email 
data be encrypted both at 

rest and in transit, with spe-
cific requirements for end-
to-end encryption using 
RSA 256 and TLS 1.3 stan-
dards. 

The contract with the 
service provider ensures 
strict adherence to data 
sovereignty. The service 
provider has ensured that 
the cloud-based solution, 
including Primary.

(Gns).  
Passengers of IndiGo 

continued to face harrow-
ing times in Lucknow on 
Friday, as almost all the air-
line’s flights were cancelled. 

Passengers waiting for 
their flights at Lucknow’s 
Chaudhary Charan Singh 
International Airport to trav-
el to Delhi, Mumbai, 
Hyderabad, and Bangalore 
were stranded after IndiGo 
canceled all its Lucknow-
Delhi flights and flights to 
Mumbai, Hyderabad, and 
Bangalore until late tonight. 

Interestingly, the prob-
lem of the passengers 
increased after a single 

flight to Delhi scheduled for 
11:30 PM on Friday night 
was priced at Rs. 18,000. 

Meanwhile, fares for 
other flights have increased 
manifold. Air India’s fare 
from Lucknow to Mumbai 

has reached Rs 48,000, 
compared to around Rs 
5,000 on normal days. 

Similarly, the Air India 
fare from Lucknow to 
Hyderabad has gone up to 
Rs. 42,665. 

Fares for direct flights 
from Lucknow to Delhi on 
December 7 and 8 have 
increased between Rs 
14,000 and Rs 17,000. 

The Air India flight at 
8:30 PM on December 7 is 
priced at Rs. 46,301. The 
average fare to Delhi on 
normal days is around Rs 
4,000. The Air India fare 
from Lucknow to Bangalore 
has reached Rs 68,790. 

Since Thursday, pas-
sengers have been facing 
problems due to hours-long 
delays and cancellations of 
IndiGo and other flights, 
leading to considerable 
commotion at the airport.

 Raghav Chadha demands ban on 10-min 

delivery, cites inhumane working conditions

(Gns).  
Bihar Chief Minister 

Nitish Kumar announced on 
Friday that the state govern-
ment will create three new 
departments to meet its tar-
get of providing jobs and 
employment to one crore 
young people over the next 
five years (2025–30). 

In a message posted on 
X, he said that to achieve 
this goal, it is essential to 
expand skill-development 
training for youth and 
ensure access to quality 
higher and technical educa-
tion. He added that inten-
sive monitoring will also be 
required. 
“For this purpose, instruc-

tions have been issued to 
create three new depart-
ments: the Department of 
Youth, Employment and 
Skill Development; the 

Department of Higher 
Education; and the 

Department of Civil Aviation. 
The creation of these 
departments will significant-
ly help in providing jobs and 
employment to a larger 
number of young people in 
the state,” he stated. 

He added that the Youth, 
Employment and Skill 
Development Department 

will focus on providing 
employment through vari-

ous schemes aimed at cre-
ating entrepreneurship 
opportunities for the youth 
over the next five years. 

The Chief Minister said, 
“Many new airports are 
being constructed in the 
state, and under the UDAN 
scheme, several more air-
ports are proposed. A sepa-

rate Department of Civil 
Aviation will accelerate this 
process, strengthen the 
industrial environment, cre-
ate new employment 
opportunities, and help 
boost the export of prod-
ucts manufactured in the 
state.” 

Additionally, the state 
government has decided to 
create a separate 
Directorate of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) and the Bihar 
Marketing Promotion 
Corporation to support its 
employment targets. 

The MSME Directorate 
will establish mega skill 
centres in every district to 
enhance youth skills relat-
ed to micro, small and 
medium enterprises, ensur-
ing greater job and employ-
ment opportunities.

(Gns).  
Punjab has taken a lead 

across the country by col-
laborating with the IIT-
Madras Pravartak to roll out 
a state-wide career guid-
ance program to create a 
structure where every 
teacher becomes a trained 
career mentor. 

Disclosing this here 
today, Punjab Education 
Minister Harjot Singh Bains 
said that over 5,000 teach-
ers will be trained to guide 
students towards informed, 
future-ready career choices 
under the ambitious teach-
ers-upskilling program. 

Bains stated that the 
program will offer teachers 
free online training in foun-
dational career counselling, 
skills for classroom ses-
sions and one-on-one guid-
ance. 

They will gain access to 
top 100 high-demand 
careers, structured assess-

ment tools and a compre-
hensive guidance frame-
work aligned with emerging 
national and global career 
trends. IIT Madras 
Pravartak will provide con-
tinuous academic support 

and digital resources. 
“Our goal with this col-

laboration is to make a 
meaningful impact by 
enabling teachers to serve 
as effective career mentors 
in their schools. Through 

this engagement, teachers 
will serve as the backbone 
of a structured career guid-
ance ecosystem,” Bains 
stated. 

Dr Amarpal Singh, 
Chairman PSEB, added 
that this initiative is expect-
ed to particularly benefit 
students in rural and under-
served areas, offering them 
access to high-quality guid-
ance that was earlier limit-
ed to private counsellors. 
Over the next few months, 
thousands of teachers will 
acquire new skills, new 
confidence and a new abili-
ty to shape the futures of 
lakhs of children. 

Expressing happiness 
over the partnership with 
PSEB, Chief Knowledge 
Officer of IIT Madras 
Srikanth said, “Our aim is 
simple — no child in Punjab 
should make a career 
choice in confusion or with-
out the right information.”

 Bihar to form 3 new depts; MSME 

directorate to drive employment push

 Punjab partners with IIT-Madras to 

train 5,000 teachers as career mentors

 IndiGo chaos leaves Lucknow flyers 

stranded as airfares skyrocket

Mega camp/open meeting will 
be organized today and 

tomorrow 
Mathura. Under the 

chairmanship of District 
Magistrate Chandra 
Prakash Singh, a meeting 
was held with representa-
tives of all political parties 
regarding the special inten-
sive revision campaign. 
The District Magistrate 
informed the representa-
tives of all political parties 
that a mega camp/open 
meeting will be organized 
on 6 and 7 December 2025 
at all the polling stations of 
the five assemblies of the 
district. 

District Magistrate 
Chandra Prakash Singh 
has requested the repre-
sentatives of all political 
parties to activate their 
respective BLAs and get 
the counting forms of the 
remaining voters filled and 
received by the BLOs 
through the said mega 
camp. Widely publicize the 
mega camp through BLA 
and make all the residents 
of the district aware and 
motivate them to take 
advantage of the mega 
camp/open meeting organ-
ized in connection with the 
special intensive revision 
campaign. Collection, digi-
tization and mapping of 

enumeration forms will be 
done by BLOs in the mega 
camp. All the BLOs will be 
present at their respective 

booths and carry out the 
work of special intensive 
review. On 6th and 7th 
December, mega 
camp/open meeting will be 
organized at all the polling 
centers of the district from 
10 am to 5 pm. The District 
Magistrate has requested 
all the residents of the dis-
trict to be present at their 
respective booths and pro-
vide their counting forms to 
the BLO. The District 
Magistrate has informed 
that the ASDD list will be 
read out/verified in the 
open meeting in the Mega 
Camp and after getting the 
minutes of the open meet-
ing and the ASDD list 
signed by the booth level 
agents and distinguished 
voters present, it will be 

handed over to the booth 
level agents for claims and 
objections. The District 
Magistrate has requested 

the voters to fill their count-
ing forms soon and provide 
them to the BLOIn the 
mega camp/open meeting, 
BLOs, all BLAs (recognized 
national and state political 
parties), supervisors, sec-
tor magistrates, regional 
accountants, regional 
employees of the con-
cerned municipal bodies in 
urban areas like tax collec-
tors, sanitary inspectors, 
sanitation leaders, sanita-
tion workers, councilors 
etc., rural areasIn the areas, 
Panchayat members, 
Panchayat assistants, 
employment servants, vil-
lage heads, Gram 
Panchayat members, BC 
Sakhi, NREGA Mahila Meth 
etc., ration dealers, self-
help groups, line men and 

meter readers of the elec-
tricity department, Asha, 
ANM, Anganwadi workers, 
all teachers of regional 
schools (except those on 
duty of BLOs)Remains) etc. 
will be present.In the mega 
camp/open meeting, there 
will be a data entry operator, 
a public announcement 
system, drinking water, 
chairs for sitting etc. at one 
polling station. The District 
Magistrate has informed 
that the voters of the Mega 
Camp area are being invit-
ed by Munadi to the Mega 
Camp. The mega camp is 
being spread from door to 
door through the garbage 
vans of the Municipal 
Corporation. Information 
about the camp is being 
disseminated to the public 
through the public 
announcement system and 
screens installed in the dis-
trict. Additional District 
Magistrate Finance and 
Revenue Dr. Pankaj Kumar 
Verma, Aditya Tiwari and 
Yatendra Mukaddam from 
Congress Party, Virendra 
Yadav from Samajwadi 
Party, Prem Prakash and 
Munendra Singh Nigam 
from Bahujan Samaj Party, 
Assistant District Election 
Officer Manoj Khandelwal 
and other officials were 
present in the meeting.

Mayor inaugurated the 
festival, inspected the stalls 

Mathura. With the aim of 
providing a platform to the 
creativity, art and scientific 
thinking of the youth, a 
grand event of 'Youth 
Mahotsav 2025' was organ-
ized by the Youth Welfare 
Department, Mathura in the 
auditorium of BSA College. 
Young participants from 
across the district partici-
pated enthusiastically in 
this festival. The festival 
started with a dignified cer-
emony, in which chief guest 
Mayor Vinod Aggarwal 
started the program by 
lighting the lamp. On this 
occasion, District Youth 
Welfare Officer Prem 
Shankar Gautam gave a 
hearty welcome to the chief 
guest by presenting him a 
bouquet. Chief guest 
Mayor Vinod Aggarwal ji in 
his inspirational address 
encouraged all the partici-

pants to make best use of 
their talents and contribute 

to nation building. The festi-
val included a wide range 
of cultural and intellectual 
competitions, prominent 
among which were folk 
songs (groups), folk 
dances (groups), story writ-

ing, poetry writing, painting, 
and elocution competitions. 

Apart from this, the science 
fair was the center of 
attraction, where the stu-
dents of Raman Lal Sora 
Wala School displayed 
excellent and practical proj-
ects related to science, 

which were appreciated by 
everyone. Closing and 
prize distribution: The clos-
ing ceremony of the pro-
gram was organized by 
Deputy Director V.C. It was 
held under the chairman-
ship of Srivastava (Youth 
Welfare and Provincial 
Guard, Agra Division). The 
Deputy Director was wel-
comed by the District Youth 
Welfare Officer. Srivastava 
distributed awards from his 
lotus flowers to the winners 
who performed best in vari-
ous disciplines and wished 
them all the best for their 
future. Mrs. Swati Pandey 
(Programme Incharge), 
Ravi Babu Sharma, Tarun 
Gautam (Area Youth 
Welfare Officer), and Rahul 
Kulshrestha (Junior 
Assistant) had special and 
invaluable contributions in 
successfully conducting 
this entire event. The 
results of the competitions 
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with representatives of political parties

Confluence of talents: 'Youth Mahotsav 2025' organized by 

Youth Welfare Department, Mathura successfully concluded
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