
(Gns).  
The Cabinet Committee 

on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) Wednesday 
approved the widening and 
improvement of the existing 
Kalibor-Numaligarh section 
of NH-715 to 4 lanes, 
including implementation of 
wildlife-friendly measures 

on the Kaziranga National 
Park (KNP) stretch in 
Assam, Information and 
Broadcasting Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said. 

The project, estimated 
to cost Rs 6,957 crore, will 
be developed on an 
Engineering, Procurement, 
and Construction (EPC) 

mode. 
The total length of car-

riageway will be 85.675 km, 
and that of the elevated 
corridor passing through 
Kaziranga National Park 
will be 34.5 km. 

There will be two 
Greenfield bypasses with 
the length of 11.5 km 
(Jakhalabandha) and 9.5 
km (Bokakhat). 
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Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi commended the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) for its endur-
ing dedication to nation-
building. He acknowledged 
the organisation's role in 
nurturing and empowering 
numerous individuals over 
the years. His remarks 
came during the RSS cen-
tenary celebrations held in 
the national capital. 

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of Vijayadashami, 
PM Modi noted that the 
RSS's founding 100 years 
ago on this day was not 
coincidental. The festival 
symbolises triumphs such 
as good over evil and light 
over darkness. He empha-
sised that these values 
align with the RSS's mis-
sion since its inception. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi praised the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) during its centenary 
celebrations in Delhi, 
acknowledging its role in 
nation-building 
and unveiling a 
commemorative 
stamp and Rs 
100 coin featur-
ing the National 
Emblem and 
Bharat Mata. 
Founded by Dr. 
Keshav Baliram 
Hedgewar in 
Nagpur, Maharashtra, in 
1925, the RSS focuses on 
national interests and com-
prises various sub-organi-
sations working in harmony.  

PM Modi stated, "Just 
as human civilisations 
flourish along the banks of 
mighty rivers, similarly, 

hundreds of lives have 
blossomed and thrived 
along the banks and in the 
flow of the RSS. Since its 
formation, the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh has 

pursued a grand objective. 
That objective has been 
nation-building." 

The Prime Minister paid 
homage to Dr. Keshav 
Baliram Hedgewar, founder 
of RSS, acknowledging his 
commitment to national 
service. He expressed grat-

itude for witnessing such a 
significant milestone as the 
centenary year of RSS.  

Commemorative Coin 
and Stamp 

During this event, PM 
Modi unveiled a commemo-
rative postage stamp and 
coin celebrating RSS's con-
tributions to India. The Rs 
100 coin features the 
National Emblem on one 
side and an image of 
Bharat Mata on a lion on 
the other. This marks a first 
in independent India's cur-
rency history. 

"... This Rs 100 coin has 
the National Emblem on 
one side, and on the other 
side, there is an image of 
Bharat Mata, seated on a 
lion in 'varad mudra', and 
swayamsevaks bowing 
down before her with dedi-
cation.

(Gns).  
Greeting his Chinese 

counterpart Wang Yi and 
the people of China on the 
occasion of the country’s 
founding day, External 
Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Wednesday 
said he looked forward to 
stabilising and rebuilding 
the ties between New Delhi 
and Beijing. 

Wednesday marks the 
76th anniversary of the 
People’s Republic of China, 
which was proclaimed by 
the Chinese Communist 
leader Mao Zedong on 
October 1, 1949. 

In a post on X, the EAM 
said, “Greetings to 
Politburo Member and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
and the Chinese people on 

the occasion of the found-
ing day of the People’s 
Republic of China. Look 
forward to continuing our 
work to stabilise and 
rebuild our ties.” 

Earlier in 
September, dur-
ing PM Modi’s 
visit to China for 
the SCO Summit 
at Tianjin, PM 
Modi held talks 
with Chinese 
President Xi 
Jinping on the 
sidelines of the 
summit, during which both 
the leaders welcomed the 
positive momentum and 
steady progress between 
the two countries since 
their last meeting during 
the BRICS Summit in 

October 2024. 
The Prime Minister had 

underlined the importance 
of peace and tranquillity in 
border areas for continued 

development of 
bilateral relations. 
The two leaders 
noted with satis-
faction the suc-
cessful disen-
gagement last 
year along the 
border areas and 
maintenance of 
peace since then. 

They 
expressed commitment to a 
fair, reasonable, and mutu-
ally acceptable resolution 
of the boundary issue in the 
interest of their overall 
bilateral relations and the 
citizens of their countries. 

They recognised the deci-
sions taken by the two 
Special Representatives 
during their talks earlier this 
month, and agreed to fur-
ther support their efforts. 

The two leaders noted 
the need to strengthen peo-
ple-to-people ties through 
direct flights and visa facili-
tation, building on the 
resumption of the Kailash 
Manasarovar Yatra and 
tourist visa. On economic 
and trade relations, they 
recognised the role of their 
economies in stabilising 
world trade. They also 
underlined the need to pro-
ceed from a political and 
strategic direction to 
expand bilateral trade and 
investment ties and reduce 
the trade deficit. 

(Gns).  
The Headquarters 

Integrated Defence Staff 
(HQ IDS) celebrated its 
25th Raising Day here on 
Wednesday. Established 
on 1st October 2001, the 
HQ IDS, conceived as a 
permanent institution for 
promoting jointness and 
integration in the Armed 
Forces, has emerged as 
the fulcrum of tri-service 
synergy vanguard for new 
domains like Cyber and 
space, a key enabler in 
shaping India’s integrated 
military preparedness. 

In a statement issued 
here, the Ministry of 
Defence stated that over 
the years, HQ IDS has con-
tinued the trajectory and 
has supported the creation 
of new joint military struc-
tures, besides contributing 
to initiatives aimed at 

establishing integrated the-
atre-level mechanisms. 

In capability develop-
ment, HQ IDS has facilitat-

ed tri-service roadmaps 
and actively engaged with 
national research organisa-
tions and industry partners 
to accelerate indigenous 
solutions, in line with the 
vision of Atmanirbharta in 
defence. 

While it provided a plat-
form for the highest military 
and civilian leadership, it 
has also been instrumental 

in conducting the 
Combined Commanders’ 
Conference (CCC) at the 
apex level.  It also coordi-
nated Joint Staff Talks with 
friendly nations and con-
tributed to multinational 
defence cooperation frame-

works at the bilateral and 
multilateral level. 

Making Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster 
Relief (HADR) a priority, 
HQ IDS supported national 
disaster response through 
coordinated exercises and 
deployments, the state-
ment said, adding the 
Combined Operational 
Review and Evaluation 
(CORE) Programme 
improved training and edu-
cation in 2025. 

At the same time, HQ 
IDS has advanced India’s 
preparedness in emerging 
domains such as cyber, 
artificial intelligence (AI), 
and space by promoting 
cross-service integration, 
facilitating dialogue with 
scientific institutions and 
driving adoption of new 
technologies for military 
applications. 

(Gns).  
Congress leader Jairam 

Ramesh Wednesday criti-
cized US President Donald 
Trump’s meetings with 
Pakistani Army Chief Asim 
Munir, calling it a “huge 
blow” to Indian diplomacy. 

In a post on handle X, 
Ramesh pointed out that 
Munir’s inflammatory 
remarks preceded the April 
22 Pahalgam terror attack, 
which killed 26 people. 
“President Trump’s inclina-
tion towards that individual 
has remained consistent, 
against the backdrop of 
whose inflammatory, 
provocative, and communal 

poison-laden statements 
the terrorist attack in 
Pahalgam occurred on 
April 22,” Ramesh said. 

“As far as Indian diplo-
macy is concerned, the era 
of sloganeering, showman-

ship, boasting, and preach-
ing has now come to an 
end. The challenges are 
many—not only with the 

United States, but also with 
other countries. The self-
proclaimed world guru and 

his disciples have now 
been completely exposed,” 
he added. 

Trump’s meetings with 
Munir have sparked contro-
versy in India, with many 
questioning the implica-
tions for Indian diplomacy. 
Munir’s presence at the 
White House has been 
seen as a significant devel-
opment, given Pakistan’s 
complex relationship with 
India. 

The Congress party has 
been vocal about its con-
cerns regarding the Modi 
government’s diplomatic 
efforts, particularly with 
regard to the US.

RSS' Objective Is Nation-Building: PM Modi Celebrates 

Its Centenary With Commemorative Coin

 Congress flags Trump’s meetings with Pak 

army chief, questions Indian diplomacy

 25th Raising Day: HQ IDS reaffirms 

role in jointness & preparedness

 Jaishankar greets Chinese counterpart, 

says India looks forward to stabilising ties

In line with Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi’s call of “Vocal 

for Local” and “Har Ghar 
Swadeshi – Ghar Ghar 

Swadeshi”,   

Starting this Gandhi Jayanti, 
30% special market promotion 
assistance will be provided on 
Khadi and Polyvastra in the 

state. 

Benefit applicable from 2nd 
October to 31st December 2025  

Gandhinagar, 01 
October 2025: In line with 
Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi’s call for 
“Vocal for Local” and “Har 
Ghar Swadeshi, Ghar Ghar 
Swadeshi,” Chief Minister 
Shri Bhupendra Patel has 
adopted an approach to 
provide substantial dis-
counts on Khadi, the sym-
bol of Swadeshi, starting 
this Gandhi Jayanti.  

To realise Mahatma 
Gandhi’s vision of Khadi,  
CM announced a 30% spe-
cial market promotion 
assistance on the produc-
tion cost of Swadeshi prod-
ucts — Khadi and 
Polyvastra — starting from 

Gandhi Jayanti, 2nd 
October 2025. Consumers 
can avail this benefit as a 
rebate on Khadi purchases 
until 31st December 2025. 

This decision to provide 
a discount on Khadi will 
promote wider production, 
sale, and use of indigenous 
goods, furthering the vision 
of an Atmanirbhar and pros-
perous India, aligning with 
the Prime Minister’s motto 
“Khadi for Nation – Khadi for 
Fashion.”  

The 30% special market 

promotion assistance 
announced on the occasion 
of  Gandhi Jayanti is 
expected to boost sales of 
Khadi and Polyvastra prod-

ucts across the state. This 
includes items crafted by 
artisans of cooperativesand 
organisations, such as mat, 
carpet, silk patola, woollen 
sweaters, jerseys, shawls, 
and various Khadi ready-
made garments and hand-
crafted goods. 

Chief Minister Shri 
Bhupendra Patel’s decision 

will bring a financial boost to 
rural artisans producing and 
selling Khadi and Gram 
Udyog items this Diwali. 

The Khadi Board will 

organise Khadi and 
Polyvastra exhibition-cum-
sale fairs at multiple loca-
tions across the state this 
Gandhi Jayanti. 

This Gandhi Jayanti, 
exhibition-cum-sale fairs will 
be held at Bharuch from 5–
14 October 2025, Chikhli 5–
14 November 2025 and 
Vapi 16–25 November 2025. 

Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel has taken a signifi-

cant decision to promote Khadi, the symbol of Swadeshi

 Cabinet approves Rs 6,957-crore project for 4-

laning of Kalibor-Numaligarh highway in Assam
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US President Donald 
Trump’s declaration that 
Ukraine can reclaim all of 
its original territory marks 
one of the most striking ~ 
and bizarre ~ reversals of 
his presidency. For months 
he signaled that any settle-
ment of the war would 
require Kyiv to surrender 
land to Russia. Now he 
speaks of a full restoration 
of Ukraine’s borders and 
even hints at possibilities 
beyond them. 

The statement, deliv-
ered after talks with 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskky, suggests that 
Mr Trump sees a fleeting 
moment of opportunity ~ 
political, military, and eco-
nomic ~ to pressure 
Moscow. The timing is 
telling. Russia’s economy 
is showing strain from 

years of sanctions, with key 
sectors squeezed and 
financial reserves thinning. 
Even as the Kremlin insists 
it remains resilient, signs of 
tension are evident. Mr 
Trump, ever attuned to 
leverage, now calls Russia 
a “paper tiger,” framing it as 
weaker than its bluster sug-
gests. By urging Ukraine to 
act, he is inviting Kyiv to 
exploit a window where 
Moscow’s vulnerabilities 
might outweigh its capacity 
for escalation. 

For Ukraine, this sud-
den encouragement is a 
morale booster and a 
strategic opening. Mr 
Zelenskky greeted the 
comments as a welcome 
shift, understanding that 
American backing ~ espe-
cially from a President who 
has often questioned for-

eign commitments ~ 
remains critical. The 
prospect of additional air 
defences, drones, and 
other security guarantees 
after the war reinforces the 

sense that Washington will 
remain engaged, even if Mr 
Trump avoids the open-
ended pledges of his pred-
ecessor. 

Europe, too, must read 
the moment carefully. Mr 
Trump’s simultaneous call 
for NATO nations to be 
ready to shoot down 
Russian aircraft breaching 

their airspace signals a 
firmer collective posture. 
Eastern European states 
like Poland and Estonia, 
already alarmed by repeat-

ed Russian incursions, will 
likely see this as validation 
of their warnings and a 
green light to respond more 
decisively. With European 
leaders phasing out 
Russian energy imports 
and boosting defence 
budgets, the transatlantic 
alliance appears more uni-
fied than at any point in 
recent years. 

Yet, the risks are as 
large as the opportunity. Mr 
Trump’s history of unpre-
dictable diplomacy ~ from 
sudden summits to abrupt 
policy pivots ~ means 
today’s encouragement 
could become tomorrow’s 
bargain. Only weeks ago 
he floated ideas of land 
swaps and ceasefire deals. 
If negotiations resume, he 
may again reach for a dra-
matic deal, leaving allies 

and adversaries scram-
bling. Raising Ukraine’s 
expectations without a 
clear commitment could 
harden Russian resolve to 
test the limits of Western 
resolve. This sudden turn 
underscores the volatile 
nature of high-stakes lead-
ership. 

Mr Trump has injected 
fresh momentum into a war 
that many feared was slid-
ing toward a frozen conflict. 
But he has also raised the 
stakes for all parties. 
Ukraine may now feel 
emboldened to push harder, 
Russia may feel compelled 
to disprove its “paper tiger” 
image, and Europe must 
prepare for either a break-
through or a backlash. In 
this shifting landscape, 
clarity is as elusive as vic-
tory itself. 

A nation is recognized by the presence of educated, 
rational and responsible citizens ,just as the strength, 
potential and purpose of an apple tree are inferred from 
ripe and nutritious apples and not from the hundreds of 
fruits that remain undeveloped , immature and insect-rid-
den. Good education right from the school determines a 
child’s ability to become a respectable citizen. School 
education imparts wonderful knowledge gathered by our 
ancestors and predecessors over generations , spread-
ing thousands of years. 

The knowledge is acquired by tremendous enthusi-
asm, energy, labour and initiative. Every generation add 
to it and thus knowledge grows. ‘Knowledge is dead.’ But 
a school nurtures and serves living beings – the budding 
humans. Schools should transform young learners into 
future citizens who can contribute to the community with 
rational and logical thinking. The school system is not 
meant for rote learning but for training each individual to 
think and act independently. The pupils today should 
become part of society but with individual dignity and 
honour. Yo ung p upils aerate d with energy and creativity 
must have dreams. 

Schools hold the responsibility, to guide, the tremen-
dous energy of children into the right direction. Even if the 
goals are not achieved, the journey of life on the right 
path will give them immense gratification and happiness. 
Children should also learn the crucial lesson of managing 
failures. History tells us that it is a hard struggle to make 
the life of mankind better as a human being has a terrible 
capacity for destruction. It is important that the children 
are asked in schools to actually perform – writing a com-
position, translating a text , solving a math ematical prob-
lem , experimenting with physics’ laws or with chemical 
reactions, practising sports events or performing an art. 

Such performances ignite one’s mind, strengthen the 
physique and generate confidence. The pupils start to 
ask questions. Undoubtedly one of the greatest problems 
plaguing our education system in India is that an enor-
mous number of children do not learn to read or write or 
learn elementary mathematics at an early age. They can-
not comprehend what they read. This creates impedi-
ments for their higher learning and employment. A large 
proportion of these pupils are first-generation learners. 

They would not get any assistance from home. 
Schools are the only resort for them. But various reports, 
findings and surveys tell us grim stories. The ASER 
Survey 2010 raised a pertinent question: “Is the child who 
enrolled in Std 1 in 2006, and who has reached Std 5 
today, in a better position than his or her counterpart who 
was in Std 5 in 2006?” The findings were not at all com-
fortable. Again, in 2025, the ASER Survey 2024 noted 
that “children in government schools in Std 5, apart from 
a decline in reading levels between 2010 and 2012,” had 
reading levels that over time are ‘low’ and ‘stuck’. 
“Percentage of children in Std V who can read Std II level 
text is only 48.” This figure remains almost the same 
since 2010 when it was about 50 per cent. 

ASER 2024 further reported: “The gap in reading lev-
els between children enrolled in government schools and 
private schools seems to be growing over time.” The per-
formance of children in number recognition, counting and 
simple arithmetic is no better. In essence, school educa-
tion is in a dismal condition though the performance 
varies from state to state. It indicates rote learning still 
dominates and shaping of a child’s life is a distant 
prospect. A large section of children remains undevel-
oped. The capacity to read, write and count, i.e. basic 
education, has a powerful effect on the quality of life of 
citizens. Written elements like government no tices and 
newspapers play crucial roles in modern society. The 
ability to understand written information is essential to live 
with dignity. “Being illiterate is like being imprisoned and 
school education opens a door through which people can 
escape incarceration” (Amartya Sen). 

Illiteracy generates insecurity and alienation. However, 
expansion of basic school education in India is remark-
ably slow. Data reveals the adult literacy rate for ages 15 
years and above was merely 48.5 per cent in 1991 i.e. 
half the adult population was illiterate. It has now risen to 
77 per cent in 2023 after reaching 61 per cent in 2001 
and 69.3 per cent in 2011. It took almost 30 years to 
increase 30 percentage points in literacy. Women are 
particularly vulnerable with only 70 per cent adult women 
being literate now as against 85 per cent of adult men. 
This shows disparity and lack of opportunity for women. 

Good schooling for young women in our country will 
substantially enhance the voice and power of women in 
families as well as in society and economic activities of 
the nation. School education is the prime ally of poor fam-
ilies. Basic education for them has become essential to 
tide over their precarious monetary situations. They 
would not be able to participate in economic activities if 
they cannot read and write. Even the poorest of the fam-
ilies perceive the importance of education and send chil-
dren to neighbourhood schools. However, the poor must 
have opportunities to access good education – ‘the weak-
er should be given more chances than the stronger’. 

But the reality is starkly different. The chances of get-
ting free education in government schools by the poor are 
getting reduced. In ten years, from 2014-15 to 2 02 3 -24, 
89,4 4 1 government schools in India have closed down, 
an 8 per cent decline. It is conveyed that most closures 
resulted from a merger policy often called ‘rationalisation’. 
The primary reason for merging these schools was low 
enrollment. This requires serious review of why enrol-
ment in government schools is decreasing. On the con-
trary, the number of private schools during the same time 
p eriod increased by 42,944, a 14.9 per cent rise. The 
cost of education in private schools is nine times higher 
than in government schools. This state of affairs obvious-
ly denies poor children easy access to education. 

Are all children in India going to school? Enrolment for 
6 to 14 year-olds which was 96.7 per cent in 2014 has 
increased to 98.1 per cent in 2024. However, this almost 
near universal enrollment over a decade does not con-
vert to full overall literacy, which is 80.9 per cent for 
those aged seven and above. Drop outs at all levels – 2 
per cent at primary, 5 per cent at upper primary and 14 
per cent at secondary levels – is a major hindrance for 
full literacy. Another report suggests that an alarming 
number of over two crore children dropped out of school 
from classes 1 to 8 in just three years from 2021 to 2024. 
Premature departure of students from the education 
system represents significant wastage of resources. 
Students whole ave before completing at least second-
ary education are more likely to be pushed to low pay-
ing.

Nurturing Minds 
Fuels Growth

Editorial Remarkable U-Turn

When the Supreme 
Court of India recently dis-
missed a petition to ban 
Salman Rushdie’s The 
Satanic Verses, it sent out 
a powerful message: book 
banning is a relic of the 
past. In an age where infor-
mation travels faster than 
ever before, censorship of 
literature is both futile and 
regressive. What once may 
have been enforced by 
governments with confisca-
tions and customs checks 
is now undone by a simple 
download link, a digital 
library, or a shared PDF file. 
The attempt to control the 
spread of ideas by banning 
books is like trying to stop a 
flood with bare hands. 

It is a battle already lost. 
The case of The Satanic 
Verses epitomizes the futil-
ity of book banning. 
Published in 1988, 
Rushdie’s novel sparked a 
global firestorm. It was 
accused of blasphemy, 
banned in several Muslim-
majority countries, and out-
lawed in India within days 
of release. Iran’s Ayatollah 
Khomeini issued a fatwa 
against the author, making 
Rushdie a target for 
decades. Translators and 
publishers faced violent 
reprisals, and Rushdie him-
self survived an assassina-
tion attempt as recently as 
2022. Yet despite the bans 
and threats, the book has 
remained in circulation 
worldwide. This pattern 
repeats itself across history. 
In South Asia, Taslima 
Nasrin’s Lajja (1993) was 
banned in Bangladesh for 
allegedly insulting religious 
sentiments. 

The ban, far from silenc-
ing her, propelled the book 
to international fame. It was 
translated into more than 
20 languages and became 
a symbol of the struggle for 
free expression in the face 

of authoritarian control. 
Readers who might never 
have heard of Nasrin 
rushed to find her work pre-
cisely because the govern-
ment tried to erase it. The 
lesson is simple: the forbid-
den fruit is often the sweet-
est. The history of banned 
books is long and diverse. 
D.H. Lawrence’s Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover was pro-
hibited in Britain, the United 
States, and India 
for its explicit 
portrayal of sex-
uality. The infa-
mous British 
obscenity trial in 
1960, where the 
prosecution 
asked whether it 
was a book one 
would “wish your 
wife or servants 
to read,” ended 
with an acquittal that 
reshaped the cultural land-
scape. Today, Lawrence’s 
novel is part of the canon, 
studied in classrooms and 
celebrated as literature. 

The ban, once taken so 
seriously, now seems 
absurd. The Catholic 
Church’s Index Librorum 
Prohibitorum ~ a list of for-
bidden books maintained 
from 1559 until 1966 ~ 
shows how censorship was 
once systematized. Works 
by Galileo Galilei, Jean-
Paul Sartre, and even 
Voltaire were condemned. 
Yet many of these writers 
now stand at the centre of 
world intellectual heritage. 
The Church abandoned the 
list not because the books 
became less controversial, 
but because it became 
clear that prohibition in an 
age of mass printing was 
impossible to enforce. The 
same truth applies today 
with digital media, only 
magnified a thousandfold. 
Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci 
Code (2003) demonstrates 

how modern societies still 
flirt with censorship. 
Several countries debated 
banning the book and its 
film adaptation for alleged 
blasphemy. 

Some Indian states tem-
porarily blocked its screen-
ing. But far from deterring 
readers, the controversy 
turned the novel into a 
global bestseller. With over 
80 million copies sold, it 

remains one of the most 
widely read thrillers of all 
time. The attempt to silence 
only amplified its allure. 
Globally, there are count-
less examples. George 
Orwell’s Animal Farm, a 
satirical allegory of authori-
tarianism, was banned in 
the Soviet Union and sev-
eral Eastern Bloc countries. 
Yet the book not only sur-
vived but became a time-
less critique of political 
repression. In the United 
States, Harper Lee’s To Kill 
a Mockingbird and Mark 
Twain’s Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn have 
faced challenges for their 
depictions of race. 

Ironically, these works 
that once offended sensibil-
ities are now pillars in 
debates about justice, 
equality, and America’s 
moral struggles. Even fan-
tasy fiction has not been 
spared. J.K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter series was 
banned in some schools 
and communities in the 
United States for allegedly 

promoting witchcraft. In the 
Middle East, it faced 
restrictions for similar rea-
sons. But the bans only 
intensified its mystique. 
Today, Harry Potter is a 
global cultural phenome-
non, its readers numbering 
in the hundreds of millions. 
The children who were 
once told not to read it are 
now adults passing the 
books to their own children. 

James Joyce’s Ulysses 
is another example of how 
censorship ultimately col-
lapses under the weight of 
literary merit. Once brand-
ed obscene and banned in 
both the United States and 
the United Kingdom, the 
book was smuggled in by 
determined readers and 
publishers. Today, it is 
hailed as one of the great-
est modernist novels of the 
20th century. The world 
remembers the bans as 
footnotes; the book itself 
lives on as a milestone of 
literature. These examples 
underline two truths: first, 
that banning a book is 
almost always an admis-
sion of fear ~ fear of new 
ideas, of dissent, of cultural 
change; and second, that 
bans are inherently coun-
terproductive. What is for-
bidden becomes desirable. 

What is censored gains 
power. In the age of the 
internet, the futility of bans 
is even clearer. A book that 
is prohibited in one country 
can be purchased online 

from another. PDFs circu-
late freely, often within 
hours of a ban being 
announced. Social media 
creates buzz around the 
controversy, ensuring more 
people hear of the book 
than would have without 
censorship. The tools of 
suppression are over-
whelmed by the tools of 
sharing. Governments that 
still attempt bans appear 

increasingly out 
of step with reali-
ty, as though 
they are trying to 
trap ideas in a 
box that no 
longer exists. 
The argument for 
banning books is 
usually couched 
in noble terms: 
protecting socie-
ty from obscenity, 

shielding faith from insult, 
preventing unrest. But 
these rationales ignore the 
intelligence and agency of 
readers. 

Readers are not passive 
sponges; they can question, 
reject, and debate what 
they encounter. Shielding 
them from ideas is both 
patronizing and undemoc-
ratic. The true test of a 
mature society is not in its 
ability to silence writers but 
in its willingness to engage 
with them ~ even when 
their ideas offend. More 
importantly, book banning 
stifles growth. Literature 
thrives on discomfort. The 
books that provoke outrage 
are often the ones that 
force societies to confront 
uncomfortable truths. Lajja 
confronted communalism, 
Lady Chatterley’s Lover 
challenged sexual repres-
sion, The Satanic Verses 
pushed boundaries on faith 
and identity. To suppress 
these works is to deny soci-
ety the chance to wrestle 
with its own contradictions. 

What history shows, time 
and again, is that books 
outlive bans. 

The Index of Forbidden 
Books is gone, but Voltaire 
remains. The obscenity tri-
als are forgotten, but 
Lawrence and Joyce 
endure. Nasrin is still read; 
Rushdie is still debated; 
Rowling is still celebrated. 
The bans, meanwhile, sur-
vive only as historical 
embarrassments ~ a record 
of fear, intolerance, and 
resistance to change. As 
India’s Supreme Court has 
now affirmed in Rushdie’s 
case, the age of banning 
books should be behind us. 
The information superhigh-
way has changed the game 
forever. To ban a book 
today is not just futile; it is 
an act of willful blindness to 
the realities of the digital 
era. If a work offends, the 
solution is dialogue, debate, 
and counter-narrative – not 
censorship. For every 
attempt to silence, there 
will be readers who seek. 

For every ban, there will 
be a backchannel of circu-
lation. For every act of sup-
pression, there will be an 
act of resistance. The writ-
ten word is resilient. It slips 
through cracks, leaps 
across borders, and 
endures in ways its censors 
cannot imagine. Banning 
books is not a sign of 
strength but of insecurity. It 
does not protect societies; 
it infantilizes them. In the 
long run, books remain, 
ideas survive, and bans are 
consigned to history’s dust-
bin. In the age of the infor-
mation superhighway, to 
attempt censorship is to 
fight a war already lost. The 
only path forward is open-
ness ~ the courage to read, 
to argue, and to let ideas, 
however uncomfortable, 
compete freely in the mar-
ketplace of thought. 

 Exercise in Futility

Vibrant Gujarat Regional 
Conference in Mehsana to 

Showcase Gujarat’s 
Horticulture Achievements 

The Centre of Excellence at 
Vadrad, Sabarkantha, has 
produced and distributed 

more than 14 million seedlings 
since last 10 years 

Gandhinagar, 1 October 
2025: The Union Ministry of 
Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare, under the Mission 
for Integrated Development 
of Horticulture (MIDH), has 
been providing strong sup-
port for the establishment 
of Centres of Excellence 
(CoEs) for fruits and veg-
etables.  Under MIDH, a 
total of 58 CoEs have been 
approved across various 
states in the country, out of 
which Gujarat has 4 CoEs 
for fruits and vegetables.   

Government of India 
has entered into bilateral 
cooperation agreement 
with Israel, Netherlands, 
New Zealand for establish-
ment of CoEs. Besides, 
CoEs are also established 
with technical assistance 
from Indian Research 
Institutes such as Indian 
Council of Agricultural 
Research, Delhi.  

The objective of CoEs is 

to serve as hubs for 
demonstration, training, 
and dissemination of the 
latest technologies in horti-
cultural production. They 
play an important role in 
promoting capacity building, 
supplying planting materi-
als, and supporting farmers 
in adopting modern tech-
nologies. By bridging the 
gap between research and 
field-level practices, CoEs 
ensure higher productivity, 
better quality, and long-
term sustainability in the 
horticulture sector. 

The CoE encourages 
innovation and promotes 
self-reliance while also 
generating economic bene-
fits for farming communities. 
They showcase modern 
agricultural practices and 
provide hands-on training 
to farmers, entrepreneurs, 
and extension workers. 
Through these efforts, 
CoEs have become a key 
component in transforming 
India's horticulture sector. 

In North Gujarat, there 
are two CoEs for the horti-
culture development aims 
for works on applied 
research, crop standardisa-
tion, and technology adop-

tion. The centres also pro-
vide technical advisory 

services and produce qual-
ity planting materials to 
enhance crop productivity. 

Since its inception in 
2015, the Centre of 
Excellence for Protected 
Cultivation and Precision 
Farming on Vegetables at 
Vadrad, Sabarkantha, has 
carried out several impact-
ful initiatives. Under its 
planting material pro-
gramme, the centre has 
produced more than 14 mil-
lion vegetable seedlings, 
supporting large-scale 

adoption of improved vari-
eties. Every year, the cen-

tre organises 18 frontline 
demonstrations to show-
case advanced cultivation 
practices, along with train-
ing programmes and expo-
sure visits that have bene-
fitted more than 1,13,455 
farmers and officers. 
During these visits, partici-
pants gain first-hand expe-
rience of innovative tech-
niques. In addition, the cen-
tre conducts residential 
training programmes to 
strengthen knowledge 
sharing, and regularly 

organises workshops as 
well as Training of Trainers 
(ToT) programmes. 
Collectively, these activities 
have made the Centre of 
Excellence a hub of tech-
nology transfer and skill 
development for the horti-
culture sector. 

The CoE also focused 
on large-scale vegetable 
seedling production. These 
seedlings had high germi-
nation rates, in some cases 
up to 90%, ensuring better 
productivity for farmers. 

The infrastructure of the 
‘Centre of Excellence of 
Vegetables and Citrus’ in 
Visnagar, Mehsana district, 
includes modern protected 
cultivation facilities. It has 
two Net houses spread 
over 1,800 sq. m., four poly 
tunnels covering 1,800 sq. 
m., and a fan-pad poly 
house of 1,100 sq.m. for 
controlled crop production. 
The centres test new lemon 
varieties that are suited to 
the local climate. They 
raise healthy and disease-
free seedlings and demon-
strate modern farming 
technologies such as drip 
irrigation, fertigation, and 
protected cultivation. 

To strengthen farmers’ 
knowledge, this centre has 
training programmes cover-
ing diverse topics, including 
citrus crop production, 
nutrient management, 
pruning, nursery manage-
ment, pest control, and 
organic farming. Also, spe-
cialised training is offered 
for landless farm labourers, 
enhancing their livelihood 
opportunities. These initia-
tives provide farmers with 
practical knowledge and 
support them in adopting 
effective cultivation prac-
tices. 

The upcoming Vibrant 
Gujarat Regional 
Conference (North Gujarat, 
Mehsana district), sched-
uled for 9-10 October, will 
showcase horticultural 
development and network-
ing opportunities for farm-
ers and entrepreneurs in 
North Gujarat. Through 
wide-ranging activities, 
these CoEs in North 
Gujarat continue to play a 
transformative role in 
advancing horticulture, 
empowering farmers, and 
contributing to the vision of 
a modern and self-reliant 
agriculture sector.

Centres of Excellence Driving Innovation in Horticulture in Gujarat
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(Gns).  
The Reserve Bank of 

India's (RBI) Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) 
unanimously voted to keep 
the benchmark repo rate 
unchanged at 5.5%, 
Governor Sanjay Malhotra 
announced on Wednesday. 

The committee adopted 
a "wait-and-watch" 
approach to assess the 
impact of previous policy 
actions and gain more 
clarity on the economic 
outlook before making its 
next move. 

RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra announced that 
the Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) made a 

unanimous decision to 
maintain the policy rate at 
5.5 per cent, following an 
assessment of changing 
macroeconomic conditions. 

 Consequently, the 
Standing Deposit Facility 
(SDF) rate remains at 
5.25%, while the Marginal 
Standing Facility (MSF) 
rate and the Bank Rate are 
unchanged at 5.75%. The 
MPC also decided to main-
tain its "neutral" stance. 

Inflation Eases, But 
Growth Headwinds 
Emerge 

The decision to pause 
was supported by a signifi-
cantly improved inflation 
outlook. Governor 

Malhotra highlighted that 
the average headline infla-
tion forecast for the current 
year has been revised 
downwards to 2.6%, a 
sharp drop from the 3.7% 
projected in June. Core 
inflation is also expected to 
remain contained.   

However, the commit-
tee noted emerging risks 
to economic growth. While 
domestic economic activity 
remains resilient-buoyed 
by a favourable monsoon, 
lower inflation, and previ-
ous monetary easing-
external factors pose a 
threat. The Governor stat-
ed that global uncertainties 
and "tariff-related develop-

ments" are likely to decel-
erate growth in the second 
half of the fiscal year.  

Despite these external 
pressures, Malhotra noted 
that domestic reforms like 
the GST and strong remit-
tances, which are expect-
ed to keep the current 
account deficit sustainable, 
will help offset the impact 
to some extent. He con-
cluded that while current 
macroeconomic conditions 
have created "policy 
space" to support growth 
in the future, the MPC 
deemed it prudent to wait 
for greater clarity to 
emerge.

(Gns).  
least 19 people were 

killed and dozens injured 
as a 6.9-magnitude earth-
quake hit Cebu province in 
the central Philippines on 
Tuesday night, local media 
reported Wednesday. 

Authorities updated the 
death toll to 19, amid ongo-
ing rescue efforts and fears 
that the number could rise 
further. 

Citing the provincial 
information office, local 
newspaper SunStar Cebu 
reported that 13 people 
were killed in Bogo City, the 
quake’s epicenter, while 
four others died in San 
Remigio town in northern 
Cebu, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

The municipality of 

Medellin in Cebu reported 
at least one death and mul-
tiple injuries, along with 
damage to two bridges. 

SunStar Cebu added 
that victims of the quake 
continued to pour into Cebu 
Provincial Hospital (Bogo 

City), straining medical 
staff. 

The Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and 
Seismology initially report-
ed that a 6.7-magnitude 
earthquake struck Cebu 
province at 9:59 p.m. local 

time on Tuesday. The insti-
tute later revised the mag-
nitude to 6.9, adding that 
the quake struck at a depth 
of 5 kilometers, approxi-
mately 19 kilometers north-
east of Bogo City. 

The tremor was also felt 
in many neighboring 
provinces in the central 
Philippines, as well as 
some regions in the south-
ern Philippines. 

A number of village 
roads also sustained dam-
age. 

The quake caused 
power lines to trip, leading 
to outages across Cebu 
and nearby central islands, 
though power was restored 
shortly after midnight in 
Cebu and four other major 
central islands.

(Gns).  
Pakistan Cricket Board 

(PCB) and Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) chief Mohsin 
Naqvi has apologised to 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) for 
leaving the Dubai Cricket 
Stadium on September 28 
with the trophy won by the 
Suryakumar Yadav-led 
India team in the T20 Asia 
Cup 2025 final. 

According to a report by 
Sports Tak, Naqvi said, 

Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) and Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) chief Mohsin 
Naqvi apologized to the 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) for remov-
ing the T20 Asia Cup 2025 
trophy from Dubai, refusing 
to return it or the medals to 
the Indian team; the BCCI 
plans to file an official com-
plaint with the International 
Cricket Council (ICC).  

Earlier this week, he 
had insisted that the trophy 

would be handed over to 
India only if captain 
Suryakumar Yadav came to 

collect it personally. 
Mohsin Naqvi 

Apologises to BCCI Heads 
to Lahore Amid Asia Cup 
Trophy Row Sources 

Despite the apology, 
Naqvi has refused to return 
the trophy and the medals 
to the Indian team. He is 
also scheduled to leave for 
Lahore, Pakistan, even as 
the Asia Cup trophy contro-

versy continues. On 
September 30, Naqvi had 
also refused to congratu-

late India during the ACC 
meeting, following their tri-
umph over Pakistan.  

"I was standing there as 
a cartoon without any rea-
son. There was no informa-
tion to ACC in writing that 
the Indian team would not 
accept it from me." 

Indian captain 
Suryakumar Yadav also 
criticised the ACC for deny-

ing the winning team their 
trophy: 

"This is one thing which 
I have never seen. Since I 
started playing cricket, I 
have been following cricket. 
That a champion team is 
denied a trophy. That too, a 
hard-earned one. It's not 
like it happened easily. But 
it was a hard-earned victory. 
We have been here since 
the 4th, and played a game 
today. Two back-to-back 
good games in two days. I 
feel we deserved it. And I 
can't say anything more. I 
think I have summed it up 
really well." 

In response to Naqvi's 
controversial actions of 
retaining the trophy and 
medals after Pakistan's 
five-wicket defeat in the 
final-their third consecutive 
loss to India at the event-
the BCCI plans to file an 
official complaint with the 
International Cricket 
Council (ICC).

Mohsin Naqvi Apologises To BCCI, Heads To 

Lahore Amid Asia Cup Trophy Row: Sources

(Gns).  
Russian President 

Vladimir Putin is anticipat-
ed to visit India in 
December, as revealed by 
Sergey Lavrov at the 
United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA). The 
visit aims to enhance coop-
eration between India and 
Russia in areas such as 
trade, military, and global 
forums like SCO and 
BRICS. This would mark 
Putin's first trip to India 
since the onset of the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

Sources indicate that 
President Putin is likely to 
be in India during the first 
week of December for the 
23rd annual India-Russia 
bilateral summit. Although 
official confirmation is 
pending, further details are 
expected soon. According 
to an NDTV report, the visit 
is tentatively scheduled for 
5–6 December. 

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is expected 
to visit India in December 
to enhance cooperation in 
trade, military, and global 
forums like SCO and 

BRICS, as confirmed by 
Sergey Lavrov at the 
UNGA. This visit, his first 

since the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, will address sec-
tors including trade, 
defence, finance, health-
care, and high technology; 
preparations are underway, 
led by Deputy NSA Pavan 
Kapoor.  

The India-Russia 
Annual Summit, a corner-
stone of their strategic part-
nership, was established in 
2000. It alternates between 
the two nations but faced 
interruptions due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The 
summit underscores the 

importance of bilateral rela-
tions and mutual interests. 

Deputy NSA Pavan 

Kapoor has confirmed that 
preparations for President 
Putin's visit are actively 
underway. The upcoming 
summit will address various 
sectors including trade, 
defence, finance, health-
care, and high technology. 
These discussions aim to 
strengthen ties and explore 
new avenues for collabora-
tion. 

Extensive Bilateral 
Agenda 

During a press briefing 
on 28 September at the 
UNGA's 80th session, 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov highlighted 
the extensive bilateral 
agenda. He stated: "We 
have a very extensive bilat-
eral agenda, trade, military, 
technical cooperation, 
finance, humanitarian mat-
ters, healthcare, high-tech, 
artificial intelligence, and of 
course close coordination 
at the international level 
within the SCO, BRICS and 
bilaterally." 

The high-level visit was 
initially discussed during 
National Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval's trip to Moscow 
in August. Although dates 
were not finalised then, this 
dialogue laid the ground-
work for future engage-
ments between both coun-
tries. 

This anticipated visit by 
President Putin signifies a 
renewed focus on strength-
ening Indo-Russian rela-
tions across multiple 
domains. Both nations are 
keen on advancing their 
strategic partnership 
through comprehensive 
dialogues and collaborative 
efforts.

RBI Keeps Repo Rate Unchanged At 5.5%

Russian President Putin’s Visit To 

India Expected In Early December

 At least 19 dead as 6.7-magnitude 

earthquake strikes Philippines
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