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Girishwar Mishra

Remembering Mahatma Gandhi is not
merely a matter of a grateful nation pay-
ing respect to the Father of the Nation,
but a crucial human need in today's
increasingly barbaric times. The absence
or lack of something also leads to the
realization of that something. In today's
era, when words like patience, truth,
non-violence, compassion, brotherhood,
cooperation, mutuality, and trust are
becoming less common in daily life,
their need is felt acutely. In such
moments, Gandhi becomes relevant. His
life has become an example in the mod-
ern history of the civilized world as an
extraordinary effort to transform human
consciousness. As a true representative
of India, his hardworking life and
thoughts continue to inspire.With the
awakening of truth and self-realization
in South Africa, the foundation of a vir-
tuous struggle was laid in Gandhi's life.
The basis of this struggle was a ques-
tioning perspective on the consciousness
of his time and country. Gandhiji con-
stantly questioned himself, his society,
the colonial British government, and the
dominant British civilization. He con-
stantly examined and understood every-
thing, seeking answers to the questions
posed by his folkloric conscience, but he
did not stop there. He was determined to
translate the conclusions of his thought-
ful reflection into practice and behavior.
This became his nature, or habit, which
he called "experiment." In his personal
life, he remained experimental, even
with regard to food, health, and travel.
The process of questioning and con-
fronting them continued throughout his
life. It was
this questioning and confrontation of

contemporary racism and imperialism
that culminated in an eight-year-long
Satyagraha in faraway South Africa.
This may have been the world's first
non-violent resistance of its kind. In this
new battle against injustice, he took var-
ious initiatives to awaken public con-
sciousness.  He published a multilingual
newspaper and paved the way for dia-
logue. He worked tirelessly to awaken
social consciousness. His "Hind Swaraj"
became a document of this intense con-
frontation. It was a dialogue from his
heart. In this
book, he expressed his thoughts in his
mother tongue. In simple Gujarati,
Gandhiji clarified where we stand as a
community. What are we seeing? And
what are we missing? He was clearing
the fog from our vision, because vision
must be clear. It is not without reason
that "Hind Swaraj" is structured as a
series of questions and answers. It can
also be called a series of dialogues, like
the dialogue between Krishna and
Arjuna. It is worth remembering that at
that time, Western civilization had estab-
lished its unchallenged dominance in the
world. Gandhiji fearlessly examined it
on a universal human level and, in very
strong words, clearly exposed its limita-
tions. In his own observation, Western
civilization was not only incomplete in
terms of basic needs and spiritual devel-
opment, it also appeared to be opposed
to life and the world.
After returning to India from a long stay
in South Africa, Gandhiji participated in
active politics, and the rest of the story is
familiar to us. He was concerned with
India as a whole. He raised the issue of
India's economic development and,
based on his thinking, charted a future
path. This thinking emphasized econom-

ic change through 'Gram Swaraj', the
'Charkha', and 'Khadi', with public par-
ticipation. He raised the question of how
to democratize power. To achieve this,
he advocated a system oriented towards
decentralization. Similarly, 'Basic
Education' was an answer to the question
of holistic education. He wanted an edu-
cation that could adequately care for the
mind, intellect, body, and soul. It can be
said that Gandhiji's concept of 'construc-
tive program' was an answer to the ques-
tion of the multifaceted welfare of the
entire population of the country by tak-
ing into account its needs.

In all the above innovations,
Gandhiji was trying to see the country
from the perspective of the country
itself. He was a forward-
thinker. Even in his final moments, he
remained preoccupied with the question
of the country's future. In his last will,
written four hours before his death, he
called for the dissolution of the Congress
and the formation of the "Lok Sevak
Sangh."The political struggle, aimed at
ousting the British from their rule and
driving them out of India, was only a
part of the fight for Swaraj. The battle
remained on social, moral, and econom-
ic fronts, and he wanted to continue that
fight by using independence as a
weapon. Gandhi envisioned

Swaraj" for India, a vision of self-
respect within the nation. He wanted to
see not only political independence but
also social, cultural, and spiritual auton-
omy within the country. All of Gandhi's
struggles and efforts were woven into
the fabric of these questions. 
The agenda of Gandhi's subsequent
social life revolved around the funda-
mental concept of "Hind Swaraj," or
Indian self-rule. Thirty years later,

when a new edition of "Hind Swaraj"
was about to be published in 1938, when
asked, he stated that no significant
changes were needed. Mahatma Gandhi
was always aware of his standing, and
the vast landscape of this time and place
was profound. Living in England and
South Africa, he deeply experienced the
various forms of human truth, both good
and bad. He acquired the reality of truth
and non-violence, and their inherent
power, through his study of India's origi-
nal thought.
He was familiar with the Bible and the

Quran, but the Gita, the Upanishads, the
Ramayana, and folk life remained his pri-
mary sources of thought. Indeed, he
embraced diversity of thought as a natural
human phenomenon and, in his ashram,
practiced the study, recitation, and memo-
rization of prayers from fifteen reli-
gions.Gandhiji, recognizing the trends
and upcoming changes of the time, also
issued a warning. He identified seven
social sins and cautioned against them:
politics without principles, wealth with-
out hard work, commerce without moral-
ity, education without concern for charac-
ter, pleasure without conscience, science
without humanity, and worship without
sacrifice. Given the tragedies unfolding in
contemporary life, it has become neces-
sary to reflect on these. All these sins
present themselves before us today, chal-
lenging us in the form of questions. The
path we chose for progress and develop-
ment took us in a different direction.
Gandhiji demonstrated many successful
experiments in self-control, self-respect,
moral development, self-reliance, and
self-strength in his conduct. Translating
his ideas into action was a major concern
for him, and for this he even suffered in
his personal life.

The Eternal Relevance of Gandhi: Why the
Modern World Needs Truth and Non-ViolenceThe Disenfranchised Majority: Why

the Election Commission’s SIR
Campaign Demands Urgent Reform
The Election Commission , especially Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar Gupta, is the
target of opposition agitation and political debate. The
Congress Working Committee and the rest of the
opposition are collectively demanding that the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) be suspended. If possible, it
should be canceled. The 133.7 million voters whose
names have been deleted so far should be reinstated.
How is this possible, since more than 28 million of
them are deceased? The Election Commission should
be forced to restore the remaining 105.7 million delet-
ed names. This issue has arisen in Delhi. Most of the
Bela Estate area was comprised of slums. People had
illegally encroached and settled there. In 2022-23,
those slums were demolished. 728 legitimate voters
lived there, who had Election Commission accredita-
tion and had been voting regularly. When the slums
were demolished, they became homeless. Under the
SIR campaign, the BLOs found no one at the site.
Only one person showed their voter ID card. As a
result, the names of 727 out of 728 voters were delet-
ed. Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi visited the
homeless and asked the ERO on his mobile phone
why so many names had been deleted. However, when
the news of the homeless families of Bella Estate
being forced to live under the flyover made headlines
on TV channels and newspapers, the Election
Commission sent its BLOs there. Those whose names
were deleted were advised to fill out Form 6 and
become new voters. Reports indicate that 418 people
have already completed Form 6. Now, their names
could be included in the new voter list, but the
Election Commission has committed this "constitu-
tional fraud." Form 6 is for those who wish to become
voters for the first time. They must also fill out and
sign a declaration stating that they have never been
voters before. But these people have been voters
before and even filled out the "authorized form" in the
SIR. Is this exercise constitutional? If the 418 deleted
names ultimately become voters, the remaining people
can also be made voters.

Editorial
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Supreme Court dismisses
Mamata's Trinamool

Congress petition

New Delhi(GNS): The
Supreme Court dismissed a
petition by the Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress faction seeking
permission to operate four
frozen bank accounts. The
bench headed by Justice MM
Sundaresh stated that it did
not wish to interfere with the
Calcutta High Court's order
refusing to grant the petition.

The Supreme Court noted
that since the Election
Commission has frozen the
party's election symbol, the
issue of who is entitled to
the money is yet to be decid-
ed. On September 3, the
Supreme Court had advised
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) to release some funds
to the administration so that
the party can conduct its
day-to-day operations.

ASG SV Raju, represent-
ing the ED, stated that the
funds are already available
and that the 164 crore has
not been seized. This was
opposed by Kapil Sibal, the
lawyer representing
Trinamool Congress, who
demanded relief for the
party. The ED had frozen the
party's bank accounts during
the investigation. Following
this, the Mamata Banerjee-
led Trinamool Congress fac-
tion filed a petition in the
Calcutta High Court.

Central Government to
Launch 'Sabki Yojana, Sabka

Vikas' Campaign on October 2
New Delhi(GNS): The Central
Government will organize spe-
cial Gram Sabhas across the
country on October 2. The aim is
to improve the quality of life in
rural India and strengthen local
governance. The People's
Planning Campaign (PPC) 2026-
27 "Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas"
will also be launched.

According to the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, under this cam-
paign, Gram Panchayats will
prepare their Gram Panchayat
Development Plans (GPDPs) for
the financial year 2027-28
through participatory and evi-
dence-based planning. In these
special Gram Sabhas, citizens
and local public representatives
will come together on a common
platform to review the imple-
mentation of government
schemes. The meetings will eval-
uate the village's achievements
and shortcomings based on the
Panchayat Progress Index, there-
by finalizing development prior-
ities and resolutions for the
upcoming financial year.

Apart from this, major wel-
fare and infrastructure schemes
of various ministries of the
Central Government will be
reviewed during the special
Gram Sabhas. These include
Finance Commission grants
under the Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, Rashtriya Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan (RGSA), e-Gram
Swaraj, Audit Online, SVAMIT-
VA Yojana, Self-Source Revenue
(OSR) and Panchayat
Advancement Index, 125 days of
statutory wage employment
guarantee and livelihood promo-
tion schemes under Bharat
Rozgar e Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) (VB-G Ram Ji) devel-
oped under the Rural
Development Department, Jal
Jeevan Mission for tap connec-
tions to every household and
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Gramin) for ODF Plus and
waste management under the
Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, groundwater
recharge, water conservation and
water security parameters under
the Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari
initiative under the Department
of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, One Nation One
Ration Card for foodgrain porta-
bility and Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana for sustain-
able food security under the
Department of Food and Public
Distribution, awareness on con-
sumer rights through National
Consumer Helpline and e-Jagriti
Portal under the Department of
Consumer Affairs, digitization of
land records under the Digital
India Land Records
Modernization Programme
(DILRMP) under the
Department of Land Resources,
and This includes the implemen-
tation of the PM Krishi Sinchai
Yojana.

New Delhi(GNS): Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla paid floral
tributes to former Lok Sabha
Speaker G.M.C. Balayogi in the
Central Hall of the Constitution
House on his birth anniversary.

Birla wrote on the occasion,
"Balayogi is an inspiring legacy
of parliamentary dignity, impar-
tiality, and democratic values.
His tenure as Lok Sabha Speaker
is particularly remembered for
his commitment to strengthening
parliamentary traditions, main-
taining the dignity of the House,
and treating all parties fairly. His
public life was a journey of
struggle, education, and continu-
ous hard work."

He explained that Balayogi
firmly believed that the primary
responsibility of the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha was to uphold the
dignity and honor of the House.
Upon assuming the office of the

Speaker, he assured all sections
of the House that his decisions as
Speaker would be impartial and
that he would conduct the pro-
ceedings of the House in a spirit
of collective wisdom. An impor-
tant aspect of his parliamentary
legacy relates to parliamentary
ethics and conduct. His efforts
led to the inclusion of a provi-
sion in the Rules and Procedures
of the Lok Sabha, which provid-
ed for the automatic suspension

of members who disrupt pro-
ceedings by entering the Well of
the House.

Birla explained that the credi-
bility of Parliament is not only
linked to its ability to legislate,
but also to the conduct and insti-
tutional decorum of its members.
Balayogi paid special attention
to this aspect. To this end, he is
credited with establishing the
Lok Sabha's first Ethics
Committee. Balayogi was not

limited to ensuring the smooth
functioning of the House. He
believed that public representa-
tives should receive adequate
professional training and induc-
tion sessions to fulfill their
responsibilities. He emphasized
the need to make orientation pro-
grams for new MPs and MLAs
more effective. This approach
remains crucial today, as a strong
Parliament requires capable rep-
resentatives who understand
their responsibilities.

Birla said that remembering
Balyogi is remembering the val-
ues ??that are the foundation of a
healthy parliamentary democra-
cy. His parliamentary thinking,
democratic commitment, and
dedication to the dignity of insti-
tutions will always live in the
memory of the Indian
Parliament.

It is noteworthy that in public
life, he rose from local bodies to
the Andhra Pradesh Legislative

Assembly and then to
Parliament. In 1991, he was
elected to the Lok Sabha for the
first time. In 1998, Balayogi was
elected Speaker of the Lok
Sabha. At that time, nearly 40
political parties were represented
in the Lok Sabha, and the politi-
cal composition of the House
was extremely diverse. He
became the youngest Speaker of
the Lok Sabha at that time.
Presiding over the House under
such circumstances was a chal-
lenging responsibility, but
Balayogi's work ethic built trust
among the various political par-
ties. In 1999, he was elected
Speaker of the Lok Sabha for a
second time.

This time, he was re-elected
unanimously. The resounding
consensus among the various
political parties in the Lok Sabha
for the post of Speaker reflects
the House's widespread confi-
dence in him.

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman and Lok Sabha Speaker
pay floral tributes to  Balayogi on his birth anniversary 

103 RAF Battalion conducted a cleanliness drive in
Tukamirpur under the Swachhata Hi Seva Abhiyan
New Delhi(GNS): Under the

'Swachhata Hi Seva' and Seva
Sankalp Abhiyan, 103 RAF
Battalion conducted a cleanliness
drive in Pushpanjali School,
Tukamirpur on Thursday. Delhi
Government's Art, Culture and
Language Minister Kapil Mishra
participated in the drive. During
this, RAF jawans, local public
representatives, area residents
and school children together took
part in the cleanliness drive.
According to the Delhi
Government, the Swachhata
Maha Abhiyan is being run at
around 300 places in the capital.

The drive was attended by
Sadatpur Municipal Councilor

Neeta Bisht, BJP Mandal
President Rakesh Dhera,
Commandant of 103 RAF
Battalion Chandan Bobby Singh,
RAF team, local public represen-
tatives, area residents and school
children.Minister Kapil Mishra
said that the team of 103 RAF
Battalion organizes such cleanli-
ness drives every year in collabo-
ration with local residents and
students. He thanked the battal-
ion, the Commandant, and his
team for fulfilling their social
responsibility and going above
and beyond their call of duty. He
said that such efforts strengthen
the spirit of responsibility and
service in society.Mishra said

that a massive cleanliness drive is
being carried out at approximate-
ly 300 locations across Delhi.
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta is
leading it. Ministers, MLAs,
municipal councilors, other pub-
lic representatives, and ordinary
citizens are participating in the
campaign in their respective
areas.He said that a Seva Sankalp
Abhiyan is also underway on the
occasion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's birthday. The
Prime Minister has given the
message of cleanliness and serv-
ice to the entire nation. Under his
leadership, the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan has transformed cleanli-
ness into a mass movement.

India, Israel, America, RSS salute Captain
Smit's bravery, wish him a speedy recov-

New Delhi(GNS)::
India, Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), Israel and
America have praised
the extraordinary
bravery of Captain
Smit Machar and
wished him a speedy
recovery.     All of
them called Machar a
hero in their x handle
posts. Captain
Machar has been in
the spotlight since the
incident that took
place yesterday on a
Flydubai flight from
Dubai to Tel Aviv,
Israel. Captain Smit
Machar has emerged
as a hero in this inci-

dent.External Affairs
Minister Jaishankar
wrote, "Captain Smit
Machar's extraordinary
courage and ability to
show presence of mind
even in difficult cir-
cumstances saved hun-
dreds of lives yesterday
and averted a major
tragedy. Join countless
people around the
world in saluting his
bravery and praying for

his speedy recovery."
Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu wrote, "My
salute to the extraordi-
nary bravery of Indian
pilot Captain Smit
Machar. Despite being
stabbed and seriously
injured, he fought back.
He resisted the attack-
er. He opened the cock-
pit door and helped
passengers and crew
overpower the attack-
er—averting a major
mid-air disaster. He
saved the lives of 174
people, including
Israeli citizens and
those from other coun-
tries. 

Delegation from Sri Lanka's ruling JVP meets Nitin
Naveen, discusses organizational experiences

New Delhi(GNS): A five-mem-
ber delegation from Sri Lanka's
ruling party, the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP), met with BJP
National President Nitin Naveen at
the BJP's Central Office here.

The meeting was organized
under the BJP's international out-
reach program, "Know the BJP."

The delegation, led by JVP
General Secretary Tilvin Silva, dis-
cussed strengthening ties between
the two political parties and sharing
organizational experiences. The
meeting also discussed issues relat-
ed to promoting mutual political
and diplomatic cooperation.

During its visit to India, the Sri
Lankan delegation also met with
BJP National Organization General
Secretary B.L. Santosh, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, and
Delhi BJP State President Harsh
Malhotra. The two sides had the
opportunity to share experiences
related to the functioning of politi-
cal organizations, public relations,
and organizational expansion.

A five-member delegation from
the JVP is on a four-day official
visit to India from September 27 to
October 1, 2026. During the visit,
the delegation also visited the
Indian Parliament and the BJP
office in Delhi.

This visit is being seen as an ini-
tiative to engage with foreign polit-
ical parties and exchange organiza-
tional experiences under the BJP's
International Outreach Program.
Such dialogue is also considered
important in the context of political
and diplomatic relations between
Sri Lanka and India.

New Delhi(GNS): The Delhi High
Court, hearing a petition seeking regis-
tration of jailed hardline MP Amritpal
Singh's proposed political party, "Waris
Punjab De," issued a notice to the
Election Commission. Justice Saurabh
Banerjee's bench directed the Election
Commission to file a response within
four weeks. The next
hearing in the case will
be held on November
4.During the hearing
today, senior advocate
Meenakshi Arora, rep-
resenting "Waris
Punjab De," stated that
the Punjab Assembly
elections are scheduled
for March 2027, and
the Election
Commission could

begin the election process in January
2026. She urged the Election
Commission to decide on "Waris Punjab
De's" petition by the end of November.
Sanjay Vashisht, representing the
Election Commission, argued that
"Waris Punjab De" involves a significant
national security concern.

Delhi High Court issues notice to Election Commission
on demand for registration of Waris Punjab De
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